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         Florence, New Jersey 

         October 13, 2021 

 

The Florence Township Council held a executive session meeting on the above date in the Municipal 

Complex, 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey.  Members of the public were welcome to attend in 

person or to attend virtually via Zoom. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Council President Garganio at 7:00 p.m.  Council President Garganio 

led the Salute to the Flag.   

 

The Opening Statement was read by the township clerk:  This meeting is being held in accordance with 

the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  Adequate notice was published in the Burlington 

County Times on January 10, 2021; placed on the Township website, and given to the Trenton Times for 

information. 

 

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 

Upon roll call the following were found to be present: 

 

Present: Frank Baldorossi, Paul Ostrander, Jerry Sandusky, Dave Woolston, Bruce Garganio  

 

Also Present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie; Thomas J. Hastie, Jr. Township Solicitor; Stephen Fazekas, 

Administrative Assistant; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Jenise Silinsky, Deputy 

Township Clerk 

 

Absent:  None 

 

FIFTEEN (15) MINUTES OF PUBLIC COMMENT 

Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time. 

 

Mark Hollern, 324 East Front Street, stated that Delaware Avenue and Front Street are county owned and 

maintained roadways and are not truck routes.  The only truck route in Florence is Railroad Avenue.  He 

also shared additional information on weight limits and asked what will happen at the warehouse to 

indicate that the trucks traveling up West and East Front Streets and going out Delaware have a bill of 

lading that evidences that they have a cargo pick up at one of these warehouses and how will it be 

enforced? 

 

Mayor Wilkie explained that in the meeting with the County Engineer and in conversation with IPT the 

County required a traffic management plan and also a rider to put on each of the leases for both of those 

facilities that required the vehicles to come and go through Burlington Township.  It will be enforced 

through Code Enforcement and the Police Department. 

 

Mr. Hollern asked Council to think about valid, enforceable citizen complaints to handle improper truck 

egress and speed limits on Delaware Avenue and Front Streets. 

 



Florence Township Council Regular Session 10/13/21 

159 

 

Don Kamienski, 10 McCay Drive, stated that between the hours of 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. there is a 60 second 

light at Route 130 and Delaware Avenue to cross Route 130.  However, between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. when 

the majority of the warehouse employees are getting out, that light is only 20 seconds long and cars are 

going around traffic over the double yellow lines to beat the light.  He asked Council whether the County 

can be contacted about the time delays and can they make it a 60 second light between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. 

as well?  Council agreed. 

 

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was a Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close the 

public portion.  Voice Vote – All Ayes.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

A. Review Best Practices Questionnaire 

 

Administrator Fazekas stated that every year we have to go through the Best Practices Inventory 

Questionnaire and we need to score about 15 points.  We scored 21.5 with one more question to be 

answered tomorrow.  This will be submitted to the State by the November 3rd deadline. 

 

B. Police Exam Exempt Bill 

 

Administrator Fazekas explained that Governor Murphy signed an exemption into law this year for 

persons who have successfully completed the full basic course for police officer training.  Under this, if 

you have someone that went through the alternate route program, they may be able to be hired without 

going through the Civil Service test. 

 

Chief Boldizar stated that we only have 16 people left on our current Civil Service list.  There are three 

middle management employees leaving next year and one leaving the following year so there is a need to 

start hiring before the Civil Service test is out.  Once the list is done, we won’t have anyone left or we will 

have to go to the County. 

 

Administrator Fazekas explained that we have to amend our Ordinance in order for this to go through.  He 

would like to do so at the next meeting if Council is in agreement.   

 

C. Safety Committee Annual Review 

 

Administrator Fazekas explained that a requirement of our participation in the Burlington County Joint 

Insurance Fund or Burlco/JIF is that we have to have our own Safety Committee in Florence Township.  

Dave Lebak chairs the committee and once a year we have to give a brief overview of what the committee 

has done.  The Committee meets at least five times a year  A representative of the Burlco/JIF attends 

some of the meetings to make sure we are following our best safety practices and keeping up on safety 

training, which is mostly done online these days.   

 

D. 2022 & 2023 Road Program 

 

Mayor Wilkie shared some highlights of the upcoming road program.  He shared a map showing a 

number of roads that have been completed over the years.  West 2nd Street has not been paved yet and is 

in the first grouping of streets which includes West 2nd Street from Broad almost to the Boulevard.  And 

all of the adjacent roads in that area to include Church, Spring and Summer Streets. 
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The next area is Main Street, from 5th to 2nd Avenue and that will complete the Village.  Then it will be 

Richardson Street, Boulevard and sections of Sixth Street, Woodlawn Avenue, Park Street, etc.  Funds 

have been added for the parking lot improvements as well as the walking/bike path.  That will possibly be 

happening next year. 

 

In 2023, Amboy, Peace, Pond and Railroad Avenue area will be completed, which was last done in 1988.  

Then Roland, Alden and Norman Avenues, the library parking lot, and small areas on Union Street. 

 

Now that these have been approved by Council, letters typically will go out to the residents on those 

streets advising them this way they can make any improvements because once the road has been paved, 

they will not be able to do so for at least 5-7 years.  Curbs and sidewalks will also be looked at and 

installed where they make sense.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

A. Municipal Review – Burlington Co. Farmland Preservation Program – Acquisition Targeting List 

 

Mayor Wilkie shared a map of the areas that Burlington County has already preserved to include the 

Schoen, Hathaway, Staub, Reeder and Ashmore properties.  Florence Township has identified Lounsberry 

property, the Reynolds farm, Dimon, Borota, Sutton and the Von Thaden Trust as possible properties to 

be preserved.  Burlington County looks for our approval on the properties before preserving them.  Mayor 

Wilkie also noted that in the Master Plan Township Council has also shown interest in including the 

Lesko property, the Carty property, a wooded wetland area and an area on Burlington-Bustleton Road.  In 

the past, these four properties were denied by Burlington County because they said they were not 

buildable lots.  This is a concern because we continue to receive requests by developers for these sites.  

One of the ways we have been able to keep this town preserved is by not extending sewer on the East side 

of the Turnpike extension.  Once sewer goes in, no matter what the zoning is, the property goes from 1 

house per three acres to 10,000 square foot buildable lots.  This is why we have targeted different 

properties for farmland preservation to protect the agricultural areas left in our town. 

 

Council President Garganio asked if we can add the property to the North of Florence-Columbus Road up 

against 295, which would be the Wainwright Farm and some of those areas up in there to the County’s 

targeted list?  If we can lock that down with farmland preservation, then you don’t have to worry about 

zoning in the future and it will be preserved land forever. 

 

Mayor Wilkie suggested that we also reach out to Mansfield about everything on this side of 295 to put it 

in their farmland preservation because right now they have that zoned for development. 

 

B. Website Update 

 

The calendar has been updated online as well as the vacancies on all of the boards.  There are three 

vacancies on the Township boards, an Alternate at the Planning Board, a full-time position on the Zoning 

Board, and an empty spot on the Historic Commission.  These boards are all operating so there is no 

reason to fill them until the January Reorganization meeting.  Mayor Wilkie stated that once the website 

is completed, it is a complete move over so it has to happen simultaneous.  The hope is to have it up and 

running by January 1.  There are weekly meetings scheduled to keep track of the progress.  He hopes to 

share part of the new website with Council sometime in November. 
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ACTION 

A. Resolution No. 2021-191, Adopting NJ MEL Cyber Risk Mgt Plan’s Tier One Requirements 

B. Resolution No. 2021-192, Adopting NJ MEL Cyber Risk Mgt Plan’s Tier Two Requirements 

C. Resolution No. 2021-193, Adopting NJ MEL Cyber Risk Mgt Plan’s Tier Three Requirements 

 

Administrator Fazekas explained that these Resolutions are under the MEL cyber risk management plan.  

There used to be only Tier One and Tier Two, but they added a Tier Three this year.  If we meet all of the 

requirements of Tier One, our deductible is $25,000.  If we get to Tier 2 and meet all of those 

requirements, our deductible drops down to $20,000.  If we get all three tiers in place, our deductible 

drops down to $10,000.  Therefore, if under a possible cyber-attack, we are trying to reduce how much 

the town will have to put out under that to get things back up and running.  Part of the plan is to have 

Council pass a Resolution adopting all three tiers and our goal is to get to Tier Three. 

 

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to approve Resolutions Nos. 2021-191 through 2021-193. 

 

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 

• NOES:  None 

• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time. 

 

Kristan Marter, 220 East Front Street, asked if we have a budget set aside for the proposed park in the 

downtown area and what the costs are and how the costs are going to be covered. 

 

Mayor Wilkie stated that is part of the planning process, it is a matter for the public to give their 

comments and then a budget will be developed from there.  The ballpark number that was given by the 

planner for a splash park in that area would be under $100,000 and the improvements near the RD Wood 

Tot Lot were also under $100,000 and so it would be around $250,000. 

 

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was a Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to close 

public comment.  Voice Vote – All Ayes. 

 

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to adjourn to Closed Session at 7:36 p.m. where no action 

will be taken.  Voice vote – all ayes. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

Council returned to the Regular meeting at 7:59 p.m.  No action was taken. Motion of Sandusky, 

seconded by Ostrander to adjourn.  Voice vote – all ayes.  Meeting adjourned at 7:59 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 

 

Nancy L. Erlston, RMC 

Township Clerk 

/jns 


