Florence Township Council Reorganization/Regular Session 1/06/21

Florence, New Jersey
January 6, 2021

The Council of the Township of Florence met at the Florence Township Municipal
Building, Florence, New Jersey on the above date for the purpose of organizing for the
ensuing year and for the transaction of other business which might properly come before
it.

The meeting was called to order by the Township Clerk, Nancy L. Erlston, at 7:00 p.m.
She then led the Salute to the Flag.

The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk: Notice was posted on the
municipal bulletin board on December 28, 2020; published in the Burlington County
Times on December 27, 2020, placed on the Township website and given to the Trenton
Times for information on December 22, 2020.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Frank K. Baldorossi, Jr.
Bruce D. Garganio
Paul C. Ostrander

Jerry Sandusky

David B. Woolston

Also present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie; Stephen Fazekas, Township Administrator; Kelly
Grant, Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Martin
Eckert, Recreation Director; Jenise Silinsky, Deputy Clerk

PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL
The Township Clerk opened the nominations for President of Council.

It was on the MOTION of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to nominate Bruce Garganio
as Council President.

There being no further nominations, it was on the MOTION of Sandusky, seconded by
Woolston to close the nominations. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried.

Upon roll call for Garganio, the Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous approval.

Township Clerk Erlston asked Council President Garganio to take the chair and preside
over the meeting.
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VICE PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL
Council President Garganio opened the nominations for Vice President of Council.

It was on the MOTION of Woolston, seconded by Sandusky to nominate Paul Ostrander
as Vice President of Council.

There being no further nominations, it was on the MOTION of Sandusky, seconded by
Woolston to close the nominations. Roll call vote - all ayes. Motion carried.

Upon roll call for Paul Ostrander, the Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous approval.

COUNCIL MEMBER APPOINTMENTS

Planning Board

It was a MOTION of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to appoint Bruce Garganio for a
one-year term as Council Representative to the Planning Board expiring December 31,
2021.

Environmental Commission

It was a MOTION of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to appoint Jerry Sandusky for a
one-year term as Council Representative to the Environmental Commission expiring
December 31, 2021.

Recreation Committee
It was a MOTION of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to appoint Dave Woolston to a
one-year term to the Recreation Committee expiring December 31, 2021.

Economic Development
It was a MOTION of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to appoint Paul Ostrander to a
one-year term to Economic Development expiring December 31, 2021.

Upon roll call the Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous approval.

Township Auditor

It was on the MOTION of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to appoint the firm of Holt,
McNally and Associates as the Township Auditor.

(A formal resolution will be approved during the meeting.)

Zoning Board
It was on the MOTION of Ostrander, and seconded by Woolston to appoint Margo Mattis

to the Zoning Board for a four-year term expiring December 31, 2024 and Kevin Minton
to Alt. #2 expiring December 31, 2022.
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Cross Acceptance Representatives, Burlington Co. Rt. 130 Corridor (1-year term)
Newell Kehr

Tara Sandusky

Barbara Fegley, Township Planner

Stephen Fazekas, Township Administrator

It was on the MOTION of Ostrander and seconded by Woolston to appoint those listed
above as Cross Acceptance Representatives, Burlington County Route 130 Corridor with
terms running for one year expiring December 31, 2021.

Upon roll call Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous approval.

COUNCIL MEMBERS CONFIRM MAYOR’S APPOINTMENTS
Mayor Wilkie recommended the following professional appointments to Township
Council for their approval:

Commission Appointment Term Ending
Recreation Committee, Class 2, Mayor Rep. Kim Dembowski 12/31/2021
Recreation Committee Cathy MacArthur 12/31/2025
Recreation Committee Valerie Smith 12/31/2025

It was the MOTION of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve the Recreation
Appointments.

Upon roll call Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous approval.

Mayor Wilkie asked Council to hold the resolution for Township Engineer #2021-08,
understanding that certain key personnel will be changing, we will get back to it within
the next few weeks.

MAYOR PRESENTS 2021 APPOINTMENTS
Mayor Wilkie presented the following Mayoral appointments:

Municipal Alliance Membership, Mayor Rep. Martin J. Eckert, Jr. 12/31/2021
American with Disabilities Comm. Nancy L. Erlston 12/31/2021
American with Disabilities Comm. Stephen Fazekas 12/31/2021
American with Disabilities Comm. James Hoey 12/31/2021
American with Disabilities Comm. Randy Belknap 12/31/2021
CDBG Representative Ted Lovenduski 12/31/2021
Delaware Estuary Program Paul Ordog 12/31/2021
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Historic Preservation Commission, Class A Colleen Carney 12/31/2024
Historic Preservation Commission, Class C, Alt.#2 Jeff Hedeman 12/31/2022
Planning Board, Class 4 Carl Mattson 12/31/2024
Planning Board, Class 2 Emma Cartier 12/31/2021
Planning Board, Class 4, Alt #2 Tara Sandusky 12/31/2022
Planning Board, Class 4 Newell Kehr 12/31/2021
Environmental Commission, Planning Board Rep. John Pagano 12/31/2021
Environmental Commission, Ward 1 Paul Ordog 12/31/2023
Environmental Commission, Ward 2 David Mudge 12/31/2023
Environmental Commission, Ward 3 Rich Brown 12/31/2023
Environmental Commission, Alt.#1 Melanie Mieckowski 12/31/2022
Environmental Commission, Alt#2 Michelle Ryan Krzykalski ~ 12/31/2021
Shade Tree Commission Albert Jacoby, Sr. 12/31/2025
Shade Tree Commission Jacquie Williams 12/31/2025
Shade Tree Commission Theresa Farmer 12/31/2023

Mayor Wilkie is going to hold Economic Development until later in the month. They do
not meet again until the beginning of the February. He also stated that he received two
resignations that he will take care of within the next few meetings.

It was a MOTION of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to confirm the Mayor’s
appointments. Voice vote — all ayes.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-01
ANNUAL NOTICE AND SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 231, P.L. 1975

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-02
TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2021

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-03
DESIGNATING DEPOSITORIES

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-04
ACCOUNTS DEPOSITED AT NEW JERSEY CASH MANAGEMENT FUND

RESOLUTION 2021-05
ACCOUNTS DEPOSITED AT BB&T BANK

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-06
ESTABLISHING A CHARGE FOR RETURNED CHECKS

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-07
AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT
WITH TOWNSHIP SOLICITOR
(Malamut & Associates LLC)
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-08
AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT
WITH TOWNSHIP ENGINEER
(HOLD)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-09
AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF BOND COUNSEL
(Malamut & Associates LLC)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-10
AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF TOWNSHIP
WATER & SEWER ENGINEER
(Richard A. Alaimo Association of Engineers)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-11
AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF PROSECUTOR
(Andrew Smith, Esq.)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-12
AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC DEFENDER
(James D. Fattorini, Esq.)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-13
APPOINTING TAX SEARCH OFFICER
(Christine Swiderski)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-14
DESIGNATION OF MUNICIPAL ASSESSMENT SEARCH OFFICER
(Nancy Erlston)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-15
APPOINT DEPUTY TOWNSHIP CLERK
(Jenise Silinsky)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-16
AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR
(Holt, McNally & Associates)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-17
APPOINTING ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
(Nicole Bencivengo)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-18
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DESIGNATION OF ORGANIZATIONS
TO PROVIDE RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES
IN THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-19
APPOINTING RECYCLING COORDINATOR
(Martin Eckert)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-20
APPOINTING ROAD INSPECTOR
(Richard Pendle)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-21
APPOINTING TEMPORARY SUBSTITUTES FOR MUNICIPAL PROSECUTORS

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-22
AUTHORIZE THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER, HOLMAN, FRENIA,
ALLISON, P.C., TO MAKE MUNICIPAL DEPOSITS AND INVESTMENTS
AS PER THE CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-23
APPOINTING TOWNSHIP CLERK AS
PUBLIC AGENCY COMPLIANCE OFFICER
(Nancy Erlston)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-24
APPOINT THE TOWNSHIP ADMINISTRATOR, STEPHEN FAZEKAS,
AS THE JOINT INSURANCE FUND COMMISSIONER

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-25
ADOPTING CASH MANAGEMENT PLAN

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-26
ADOPTION OF A DRUG FREE WORKPLACE POLICY
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE DRUG FREE WORKPLACE ACT

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-27
APPROVE MUNICIPAL STORMWATER
PROGRAM COORDINATOR
(Maser Consulting, P.A.-James F. Biegen)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-28
A RESOLUTION FIXING INTEREST RATES AND PENALTIES
ON DELINQUENT TAXES AND MUNICIPAL CHARGES AND FIXING
ADDITIONAL SUMS TO BE PAID TO THE HOLDER OF A TAX
TITLE UPON REDEMPTION
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-29
AUTHORIZING THE TAX ASSESSOR OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE TO FILE APPEALS, OMITTED AND
ADDED ASSESSMENT APPEALS, AND ROLL BACK COMPLAINTS WITH
THE BURLINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF TAXATION

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-30
AUTHORIZE APPOINTMENT OF CONFLICT PUBLIC DEFENDER
(Robert Perry, Esq.)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-31
AUTHORIZING APPOINTMENT OF A COAH PLANNER
FOR COUNCIL ON AFFORDABLE HOUSING
(Clarke, Caton, Hintz)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-32
AUTHORIZING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT
WITH CONFLICT/SPECIAL PROJECTS ENGINEER

(HOLD)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-33
APPOINT CONTINUING DISCLOSURE AGENT AND
INDEPENDENT REGISTERED MUNICIPAL ADVISOR
(Phoenix Advisors)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-34
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF A
MUNICIPAL PLANNER
(Environmental Resolutions, Inc.)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-35
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED
STATE CONTRACT VENDORS FOR CONTRACTING UNITS
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-36
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXCHANGE OF
CONSTRUCTION CODE SERVICES

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-37
APPOINTING DEPUTY ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER
(George Gareis)
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-38
APPOINT HEALTH INSURANCE BROKER
(EJA/Capacity)

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-39
APPOINT FINANCE OFFICER
(Michelle Chiemiego®

Resolution Nos. 2021-08 and 2021-32 are being held until a later meeting. It was on the
MOTION of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve Resolution Nos. 2021-01
through 2021-07, 2021-09 through 2021-31 and 2021-33 through 2021-39.

Upon roll call Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous approval.

FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE
None at this time.

MINUTES
None at this time.

CORRESPONDENCE
None at this time.

APPLICATIONS
None at this time.

COMMENTS BY MAYOR AND COUNCIL

Mayor Wilkie shared a slideshow presentation highlighting some of the events of 2020
and some goals for 2021. He paid tribute to Mrs. Virginia Dimon who passed away a
few months ago. Her family owns Wayside Florist and a few years ago when she had
visited the building with her son Blake, she did not like that there were no flowers out
front and she asked Blake to take care of that and he has continued to do so over the
years. The Mayor also mentioned that the township calendar was distributed and thanked
the Scouts for delivering those and the Environmental Commission for coming up with
the idea of the reusable bags that they were delivered in. There were 5,000 bags and he
apologized for the shortage for those who did not receive a bag. It will continue to grow
year to year.

There were a number of events that had to be canceled and many of these things are
funded by the township. We hope to hold these events in 2021 and 2022. He mentioned
the food delivery that had taken place when the community came together to help those
who had to go above and beyond during these times. We were fortunate to have
contributions from Christmas Tree Shops and Bonduelle. The old public works building



Florence Township Council Reorganization/Regular Session 1/06/21

was turned into an emergency center that offered many different items and was also
turned into a drive-thru flu clinic as well as a drive-thru Covid testing site this year.

The Blue Angels and Thunderbirds flew over in the spring. The Roebling Historical
Society put historic signs back up in Roebling after they were removed sometime in the
1980’s. The Roebling Museum and the Historical Society added wreaths along the fence
on 2" Avenue over the holiday season. And it was touching to see the community
participation in the scarecrow contest along the circle on 5™ and Main Streets.

The Fifth Street railroad tracks were removed this year. The tracks go back to the mid
1800’s and it is monumental. There is hope to put in a walking/running/bike path in its
place making it a much nicer area in the future.

National Night Out was a drive-thru event this year and there was a tremendous amount
of participation and all of the support is appreciated. Also, the annual tree lighting with
Santa, Mrs. Claus and the elves was a drive through this year. It was well attended, even
in the rain.

Mayor Wilkie recognized the high school boys soccer team, who won the State
Championship in 2020. The program has been doing excellent for a number of years
now. The dog park in Roebling, which was an Eagle Scout project, is planned to be
completed this spring. It would be nice in the future to expand that area.

He pointed out that the water tower on Florence-Columbus Road, which was built about
20+ years ago was updated and cleaned up this year and they are going to be adding some
lights on the ground to light it up a little brighter. He also stated that the Water
Treatment Plant is on the second phase of the expansion.

The Heritage Trail was supposed to be done this year and there was some confusion with
the county, the state and NJ Transit. It is coming along and hopefully will be completed
in the near future. Unfortunately, in Mansfield Township, there is going to be a
warehouse constructed adjacent to the trail.

Sadly, he mentioned that Nick the goat from the water and sewer plant passed away this
year. He was a township mascot and he got one of the most liked pictures on Facebook.
He stated that he appreciates all that water and sewer and public works does for the
community.

The Township Master Plan is moving forward. The Roebling Steel site is still zoned
General Manufacturing and we are looking to have that rezoned to make it more
conducive for our community as a recreational and business type of area.

We will continue to move forward on our Affordable Housing mandates. He discussed
the Potts Mill Road improvements and phases 1, 2, and 3 which were funded through the
state transportation trust. Phase 1 was done, but we have a bridge that has to be done
locally and we are still going through the DEP permitting stage for that. Phase 2 will
come next with another bridge that will have to go in. One portion of Potts Mill Road is
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done and sidewalks will be installed that will connect over to the Manors and eventually
a sidewalk will go down Route 130. Our goal is also to continue to extend our water
mains. There are places; one section from Potts Mill Road out to Route 130 and a section
of 130; where there is no municipal water service.

This past year we had another aggressive road program. For the 2021 Road Program, the
roads around West Second Street were done in the late 80s which is over 30 years ago so
those roads are scheduled to be repaved. The final portion of Main Street from Fifth to
Second Avenues is also on the list for 2021. We are hoping to get the West Fifth Street
bike path done this year, as mentioned earlier. Many years ago, water and sewer utilities
were extended through a portion of the Tall Pines Estates. The roads at Tall Pines are on
the list for repaving, but we need to extend the utilities to the homes that were not
included in the initial extension prior to repaving.

There are still a number of properties in our community that need to be considered as a
possibility to be protected through the Open Space Allocation, which was postponed due
to Covid.

Mayor Wilkie mentioned the question about zip code consolidation. About 15 years ago
the township looked into eliminating the Burlington and Bordentown zip codes and
having all sections of town use the Florence 08518 zip code (with the exception of
Roebling 08554). When the residents were polled regarding this the majority voted
against the change. He stated that we would like to revisit that question.

We have been a part of Tree City USA for over 22 years. We also give money every year
for Clean Communities which helps keep our community clean and we have done so for
over 20+ years. We get $65,000 every two years for the Community Development Block
Grant and we utilize that to improve sidewalks as well as put in handicapped bathrooms.

Florence Township is one of the leading recycling communities in Burlington County.
There were 651 tons of material recycled within the first six months of 2020. Every ton
that is recycled is kept from going into the landfill. We pay a lot of money for trash
collection and nothing for recycling because we have an agreement with the County so
the more that is recycled the more the township saves and environmentally it is better for
our community.

Florence Township pays well under what others in Burlington County and in the State of
New Jersey pay in taxes each year according to the Department of Community Affairs
website. If you look in Burlington County, you will see that, based on the 2019 numbers,
there are only six communities that pay less in property tax than we do in Florence
Township.

He explained that the Council meetings are starting at 7 p.m. now and will continue to be

offered virtually to the public even after Covid-19 and things open back up and residents
are able to attend the meetings in person.
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Council President Garganio asked if members of Council had anything to add.
Councilman Baldorossi told everyone to be safe and smart. Councilman Woolston
wished everyone a happy and safe New Year and reminded everyone that Council is here
to help. Councilman Sandusky stated that 2020 was a very difficult year. He extended
his gratitude to all of the healthcare workers, police officers, the Florence Township
school district, crossing guards, school bus drivers, the fire department, township workers
and local food banks. He wished everyone a happy New Year and commented on
something the Mayor had mentioned, our recycle center. Not every community has one
and he said we are very fortunate to have it.

Councilman Ostrander stated that 2020 was a very difficult and challenging year but he
was very impressed with our new Administrator Stephen Fazekas and how he was able to
handle the Coronavirus restrictions. He was new to the job but he jumped right in and he
did a great job and he personally thanked him for that. He is very optimistic that 2021 is
going to be a lot better with the release of the vaccine and hopefully within the next six
months the spread should be curtailed. He is looking forward to 2021.

Council President Garganio thanked the township employees and stated that he is proud
of the work that was done. Through this entire process, the buildings have stayed
operational whereas a lot of communities were not able to do so. The state has created a
website for those who are looking for the vaccine. If you sign up, you are put on a
waiting list and they will contact you when the vaccine is available.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Council President Garganio opened the meeting to the public for comment.

Seeing no one wishing to be heard, it was the MOTION of Sandusky, seconded by
Woolston to close the public comments. Voice vote - all ayes.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION by Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to adjourn at 7:34 p.m. Voice vote - all
ayes.

Respectfully submitted,

NANCY L. ERLSTON, RMC
Township Clerk
/is
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