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         Florence, New Jersey 
         February 3, 2021 
 
The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711 
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey.  Members of the public were invited to attend the meeting 
electronically, in person attendance was not encouraged. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Garganio at 7:00 p.m.  Council President Garganio 
led the Salute to the Flag.   
 
The Opening Statement was read by Council President Garganio:  This meeting is being held in 
accordance with the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  Adequate notice was published in the 
Burlington County Times on January 10, 2021; placed on the Township website, and given to the Trenton 
Times for information. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
Upon roll call the following were found to be present: 
 
Present: Frank Baldorossi (via Zoom), Paul Ostrander, Jerry Sandusky, Dave Woolston (via 

Zoom), Bruce Garganio 
 
Also Present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie, Stephen Fazekas, Township Administrator, Kelly Grant, 

Township Solicitor; Anthony LaRosa and Ted Wilkinson, Township Engineers; Nancy L. 
Erlston, Township Clerk; Jenise Silinsky, Deputy Township Clerk 

 
Absent:  None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• Closed Session of January 20, 2021 
• Reorganization Meeting of January 13, 2021 

 
Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve the minutes as submitted.  Voice vote – all ayes.   
 
FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to receive and file the following reports.  Voice vote – all 
ayes. 
 

• Municipal Treasurer’s Cash Reports and Budget Reports for December 2020 
 

Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Baldorossi to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List. 
 

• Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
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REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE  
None at this time. 
 
APPLICATIONS 
None at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.  Seeing no one wishing to be 
heard, it was the Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to close the public portion of the meeting.  
Voice vote – All ayes.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-51  
Release Performance Bonds, Turnpike Crossings East 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-52 

Final Payment No. 2 & C.O. No. 2 for Potts Mill Road Paving 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-53  
Appoint Township Engineer 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-54 

Rescind Resolution 2021-27 and Appoint Municipal Stormwater Program Coordinator 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-55  
Authorize Issuance of a Duplicate Tax Sale Certificate 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-56 

Appoint Zoning Officer and Deputy Zoning Officer 
 

It was the Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to approve Resolution Nos. 2021-51 through 
2021-56.  
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 
ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-01 
Non-Union Salary Ordinance  

(2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt) 
 

Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to be heard, motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to close public hearing.  
Voice vote – all ayes. 
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Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve Ordinance No. 2021-01.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-02  
Acceptance of Real Property from IPT Riverbridge Urban Renewal 

Block 156.01, Lots 90.01, 90.02, 90.03 ,90.04, 90.05, Block 156.05, Lot 1, 
Block 9, Lot 3 and Block 70, Lot 3  

(2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt) 
 

Council President Garganio opened the meeting to the public at this time. 
 
Mayor Wilkie stated this is the former Griffin Pipe properties, and there are a number of acres that 
Florence Township acquired.  This includes the property immediately across from the sewer plant and we 
will now have access out to the river, if needed. Also included is the property adjacent to the sewer plant, 
and if we ever need to expand we will be able to do so.  There are approximately 11 acres that is land-
locked behind the Oak Mill development that will be turned over to us.  What the community has known 
for years as the RD Wood field and Woodlawn athletic softball complex will also be turned over to us.  
There is a lot at the end of West Fifth Street close to St. Paul’s church that we picked up, a wooded lot on 
Fifth Street that is approximately 10,000 square feet and we also picked up the land on Fifth Street near 
Spruce Street. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to be heard, motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close public hearing.  
Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve Ordinance No. 2021-02.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-03 

Acceptance of a Grant of Easement from IPT Riverbridge Urban Renewal 
(2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt) 

 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time. 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that this is adjacent to the Griffin Pipe property where the railroad track extends 
into the site.  This is a 100-foot wide easement that will be retained by the property owner but the 
residents will have access to it.  It will take you close to the water; you may not see the water because it is 
part of DEP regulations that the existing vegetation needs to be maintained but you will at least have an 
extension of a path.  We have also asked the developer to possibly develop an easement that will allow us 
to go along the river behind their facility.  This ordinance will put us in control of it and have access to it. 
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Seeing no one wishing to be heard, motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to close public hearing.  
Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve Ordinance No. 2021-03.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-05 
Amend Section 91-75 to Reflect Amendments to NJ Stormwater Management Rules 

(2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt) 
 

Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to be heard, motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to close public hearing.  
Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to approve Ordinance No. 2021-05.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-06 

Salary Ordinance, Police   
(2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt) 

 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time. 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that this was a request and negotiation with all three police unions who are 
represented by the FOP and concerned three collective bargaining units within the police department. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to be heard, motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close public hearing.  
Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Ostrander to approve Ordinance No. 2021-06.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 



Florence Township Council Regular Session 02/03/21 

28 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-07 
Exceed Budget, Appropriation Limits & Establish a CAP Bank 

(Intro & 1st Read) (2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt on 2/17/2021) 
 

Mayor Wilkie explained that the State of New Jersey puts a few different caps on municipal budgets.  One is a 
spending cap, this ordinance allows the municipality to exceed the spending cap.  When the ordinance is adopted, 
you are allowed to bank some of that spending appropriation if you ever have to use it in the near future.  Each year, 
as a matter of routine, the township has adopted the ordinance which allows itself to exceed the State’s municipal 
cap.  We can then bank it for two years in the case of an emergency or significant expenditure that is not anticipated.   
 
Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve Ordinance No. 2021-07.  
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITEES, BOARDS AND OFFICERS 
None at this time. 
 
REPORTS:  ADMINISTRATION 
Mayor 
Mayor Wilkie talked about surviving the 3-day storm that came through.  He said that he understands that 
it can be frustrating for residents, because after you clear out the plows come by time and time again but 
we do have a responsibility to make sure the roads are clear.  Long storms like this are a trying time for 
everyone and he appreciates the dedication from the Public Works and Police Departments to make sure 
that things are done the best they could be considering the duration of the storm.  He thanked everyone for 
their patience. 
 
Administrator 
Nothing at this time. 
 
Division of Engineering 
Township Engineers Anthony Larosa and Ted Wilkinson gave an update on the Potts Mill Road project.  
Regarding Phase 2, the entire package was delivered to NJDOT in Cherry Hill where they are presently 
reviewing the plan.  Once that is done, they will be able to communicate with the township and set a date 
for the public bid.  They will be reaching out to the landowners along Varga Circle regarding a ditch that 
will be filled in, significantly piped and covered with a sidewalk.  They will deliver an introduction letter 
to each home asking them to reach out if they want to meet for an explanation of the work that needs to be 
done.  There are 6 or 7 lots where they are going to have to go into the backyards to fill the ditch and 
some of the properties have full sized security fencing.  The contractor that gets hired will be obligated to 
remove those fence pieces temporarily, put up a temporary snow fence, regrade the backyards and put the 
fence back and restore all of the grass to its original condition.  This will be communicated to the 
homeowners and make sure everyone is happy with it. 
 
On behalf of Mayor and Council, Council President Garganio welcomed the engineers and stated that we 
look forward to working with them in the future. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
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None at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None at this time. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
None at this time. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
None at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Alisa Paykos-Theurer, 117 5th Avenue, asked if the Griffin Pipe property the Mayor referenced in the 
Ordinances approved could be a potential site for a skate park.  Mayor Wilkie stated that Woodlawn has 
been used for soccer as well as baseball so he does not think that a skate park would work there.  He said 
that he thinks there would be land that we can look at elsewhere in the township, like at the Water 
Works/Veterans Park complex, that could be a possibility.  Marty Eckert is doing the due diligence with 
the Township’s insurance company regarding a skate park. 
  
Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close the public 
comment portion of the meeting.  Voice vote – All ayes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to adjourn.  Voice vote – all ayes.  Meeting adjourned at 
7:23 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
NANCY L. ERLSTON, RMC 
Township Clerk 
/js 
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