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         Florence, New Jersey 
         February 17, 2021 
 
The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711 
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey.  Members of the public were invited to attend the meeting 
electronically, in person attendance was not encouraged. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Garganio at 7:00 p.m.  Council President Garganio 
led the Salute to the Flag.   
 
The Opening Statement was read by the township clerk:  This meeting is being held in accordance with 
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  Adequate notice was published in the Burlington 
County Times on January 10, 2021; placed on the Township website, and given to the Trenton Times for 
information. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
Upon roll call the following were found to be present: 
 
Present: Frank Baldorossi (via Zoom), Paul Ostrander, Jerry Sandusky, Dave Woolston, Bruce 

Garganio 
 
Also Present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie, Stephen Fazekas, Township Administrator, Kelly Grant, 

Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Jenise Silinsky, Deputy 
Township Clerk 

 
Absent:  None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• Regular Session of February 3, 2021 
 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to approve the minutes as submitted.  Voice vote – all ayes.   
 
FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to receive and file the following reports.  Voice vote – all 
ayes. 
 

• Township Clerk’s Monthly Report for January 2021 
• Court Administrator’s Monthly Report for January 2021 
• Tax Collector’s Annual Statement of Receipts 

 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
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REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE  
None at this time. 
 
APPLICATIONS 

A. Application for Use of Facilities – Goals Start Now requests the use of Marter Park Parking Lot 
for a rest stop for the Propel 100 Charity Bike Ride on June 26, 2021, 6:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 
Administrator Fazekas stated that he spoke to the Police Department regarding this application and asked 
that the group first meets with Acting Chief of Police Greenberg first to discuss safety concerns. 
 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve the application.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.  Seeing no one wishing to be 
heard, it was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Woolston to close the public portion of the meeting.  
Voice vote – All ayes.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-57  
Authorize the Mayor to sign an Application for  

a NJDEP Treatment Works Permit and Safe Drinking Water Permit  
for a proposed development on Block 160.01, Lots 4, 11.01, 11.02 & 24 

 
Motion of Woolston, seconded by Sandusky to approve Resolution No. 2021-57.  
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-58 

Approve Current Estimate No. 3 for Water Treatment Plant Phase 2 
 

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Baldorossi to approve Resolution No. 2021-58.  
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-59  
Appoint Deputy Coordinator of Emergency Management,  

James Karwacki 
 

Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve Resolution No. 2021-59.  
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 
ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-07 
Exceed Budget Appropriation Limits & Establish CAP Bank 

(2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt) 
 

Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to be heard, motion of Sandusky, seconded by Woolston to close public hearing.  
Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
Mayor Wilkie briefly explained that this was brought on by State Legislature many years ago to try and 
curtail municipal spending by putting a cap on it.  They gave a provision that if we wished to go above 
that cap we have to make sure the public is aware and that is why this ordinance is in place.  Florence 
Township normally stays well below that cap.   
 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve Ordinance No. 2021-07.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITEES, BOARDS AND OFFICERS 
None at this time. 
 
REPORTS:  ADMINISTRATION 
Mayor 
Mayor Wilkie stated that John Woolston has been appointed to the vacant Alternate #2 position on the 
Environmental Commission with a term expiring 12/31/2021.  There is still an opening on the Planning 
Board as well as one on the Economic Development Committee and he is waiting to hear back from two 
individuals about those.  Council will be notified when a decision has been made. 
 
Mayor Wilkie reminded Council about the ribbon cutting at the Roebling School at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, 
February 20, 2021 for all those who are attending.  It will be a virtual event, no public has been invited 
due to the pandemic. 
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The Weiss development has received final Planning Board approval at the last meeting.  Their resolutions 
will be passed at the next Council meeting.  They had to go back because what they were approved for 
and what they wanted to build had changed.  They added 3-bedrooms and 2-bedrooms and what they 
were negotiating with us on the financial agreement did not match what they were required to provide by 
Affordable Housing.  They are now under the Planning Board approval process and Administrator 
Fazekas is meeting with them in order to negotiate a financial agreement.  
 
Mayor Wilkie went on to explain that an expansion on what we know as the Christmas Tree Shops was 
approved at the last Planning Board meeting and will go into a space that is adjacent to the existing 
building, which is also known now as Bed, Bath & Beyond.  They gave clear indication that they expect 
the entire building to be occupied by the same user so it will probably be about 1 million square feet; it is 
about 700,000+ square feet right now. 
 
Mayor Wilkie stated that prior to March 1, the Department of Transportation will be publicizing public 
information comments concerning planned improvements along Route 130 and Florence Columbus Road.  
We have been working on this for many years.  We had authorized Maser to put some generic design 
together to try and help solve this, which was transmitted over to the county for their review.  We had 
been working with NJDOT in 2018, the county and the state and there was $8+million available for it and 
they decided that was not going to be enough.  NJDOT did a traffic study and they said they needed to do 
more improvements and one of the traffic studies called for an “elevated solution.”  An elevated solution 
requires bridges and when bridges go in they decimate the area that was previously known as some 
community around it.  Mayor Wilkie referenced Olgas Diner on Route 73 as an example. We rejected that 
concept and asked for some other alternatives.  The county modified the transportation study, took some 
areas they thought would be developed and removed them so that we would have two phases.  Hopefully 
by March 1 you will be seeing proposed plans for the Phase 1 solution, which, in essence is similar to the 
original plan that Maser came up with a number of years ago.  Phase 1 of this plan proposes to change the 
traffic pattern on Florence-Columbus Road.  Vehicles that want to travel north or south on Route 130 
would take a jug-handle to a new intersection near the veterinary clinic. Vehicles that want to go from 
Florence-Columbus Road into town via Delaware Avenue would continue to the existing traffic light.  
Traffic will flow a little differently, but the congestion for local traffic at the Florence-
Columbus/Delaware Avenue traffic light should be drastically reduced.   
 
Phase 2 will be an elevated solution which will end up by Cathy Lane.  This has been many years in the 
making.  We had a conversation a year ago in March with this solution and at that point they were trying 
to make us do something even crazier.  We met over the summer with the county, and they came back 
with some recommendations and finally this was the agreed to solution.  NJDOT has to design it because 
it is Route 130.  Once we know the information has been publicized, we will try and get it out on the 
website so the public knows it is there and they can ask questions.   
 
Mayor Wilkie discussed the recent storm cycle and the weather we have been dealing with the past few 
weeks.  He praised the efforts made by Public Works, Water and Sewer, the Police Department, 
Emergency Management and the Administration to keep everything running smoothly.  He asked the 
public to be patient and understanding, the first priority is to make sure the roads get cleared for safe 
driving. 
 
The next virtual Council meeting will be Wednesday, March 3, 2021 at 7 p.m. 
 
Administrator 
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Administrator Fazekas explained that Whitesell requested to move soil from 290 Daniels Way (Florence 
Township) to 250 Daniels Way (Burlington Township).  They will also be taking some of the soil to one 
of their other sites in their complex.  That will need a resolution at the March 3rd meeting for approval.  
 
Administrator Fazekas stated that at the March 3rd meeting Solicitor Grant will be drawing up a resolution 
naming Treasurer Michelle Chimiego and himself as privacy officers.  That is to ensure that they can 
handle and process medical bills without any problem due to HIPAA laws. 
 
Administrator Fazekas advised Council that he had recently received an email form Acting Chief 
Greenberg regarding our 2 newest police officers.  One had previous experience, went through the FTO 
program and was out on the road by himself back in October.  The other officer has graduated from the 
academy and once we are back into regular meetings, they will need to have their ceremonial swearing in. 
 
He discussed a letter that went out to residents of Varga Circle discussing the Potts Mill Road project.  
We will be introducing an ordinance at the March 3 meeting taking care of Phase 2, Phase 3 and the 
culverts for the Potts Mill Road project and the funding for that.  We have NJDOT money for Phase 2 and 
3. 
 
Administator Fazekas thanked Steve Taylor, our former Fire Chief and Senior Instructor at the Burlington 
County Fire Academy, for training provided to our Recreation Director, Administrative Assistant and the 
top 3 Public Works and Water and Sewer employees, which will give them a better understanding of how 
to work together with other agencies and implement their training in the township.   
 
He stated that a Closed Session meeting is needed after the meeting. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None at this time. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
None at this time. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
None at this time. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
None at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.   
 
Charles Bauer, 517 Wilbur Henry Drive, asked about COVID vaccinations and whether or not there is a 
way that Florence Township can do local vaccinations at one of our facilities.  It is tough for older 
residents to get to the vaccination locations and stand in line for hours.  He has heard that some have 
stood in line for over 2 hours and is hoping that maybe it is something to look into to at least help with the 
older residents.   
 
Administrator Fazekas explained that Burlington County has become one of the mega sites and they will 
not even be doing vaccinations through the Health Department, except for the second round of vaccines 
only to those they administered the first round.  All of the vaccines that are now coming in will be going 
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directly to the mega site.  In today’s COVID meeting with all of the county and state representatives, they 
were complimented for how well the mega site is and how quickly everyone got through the lines. 
 
Council President Garganio stated that he is sure that if an opportunity arises for us to get the vaccinations 
and be able to administer them to our residents, then it is something we would be interested in.  The 
problem is that these vaccinations are not being made available and are only going to pharmacies in 
limited quantities and going directly to the mega site.  It is just a matter of whether that opportunity arises.  
  
Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to close the public 
comment portion of the meeting.  Voice vote – All ayes. 
 
Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to adjourn to Closed Session at 7:26 p.m. where no action 
will be taken.  Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Council returned to the Regular meeting at 8:05 p.m.  No action was taken.  Motion of Ostrander, 
seconded by Woolston to adjourn.  Voice vote – all ayes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nancy L. Erlston, RMC 
Township Clerk 
/js 
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