Florence Township Council Regular Session 03/03/21

Florence, New Jersey
March 3, 2021

The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. Members of the public were invited to attend the meeting
electronically, in person attendance was not encouraged.

The meeting was called to order by Council President Garganio at 7:00 p.m. Council President Garganio
led the Salute to the Flag.

The Opening Statement was read by the township clerk: This meeting is being held in accordance with
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Adequate notice was published in the Burlington
County Times on January 10, 2021; placed on the Township website, and given to the Trenton Times for
information.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Frank Baldorossi (via Zoom), Paul Ostrander, Jerry Sandusky, Dave Woolston, Bruce
Garganio

Also Present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie, Stephen Fazekas, Township Administrator; Ted Wilkinson,
Township Engineer; Kelly Grant, Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk;
Jenise Silinsky, Deputy Township Clerk

Absent: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
e Regular Session of January 20, 2021
e Regular Session of February 17, 2021
e Closed Session of February 17, 2021

Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve the minutes as submitted. Voice vote — all ayes.

FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to receive and file the following reports. Voice vote — all
ayes.

e Tax Collector’s Monthly Tax Report and Water and Sewer Report for January 2021
e  Municipal Treasurer’s Cash Reports and Budget Reports for January 2021

Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Woolston to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

o YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried
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REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE
None at this time.

APPLICATIONS
None at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.

Don Kamienski, 10 McCay Drive, stated that he had read that the Planning Board is considering an
apartment complex on Route 130 South and asked where exactly that will be located. He said that the
Planning Board minutes state “Route 130 South.”

Mayor Wilkie said that there is not an apartment complex planned on Route 130 South unless they are
referencing our affordable housing plan on Route 130 and Hornberger Avenue but that is not for the
Planning Board. He stated that it could, however, be in reference to the Weiss development on Route 130
and Cedar Lane but that is not on Route 130 South and he will look into the minutes and have them
corrected.

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Ostrander to close
the public portion of the meeting. Voice vote — All ayes.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-61
Refund Housing/Rental Inspection Fee

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-63
Deny Performance Bond Release Lennar-Forge Mill

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-64
Authorizing Twp. to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-65
Appointing Privacy Officers for Medical Billing Purposes

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve Resolution No. 2021-61 and Resolution Nos.
2021-63 through 2021-65.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried
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ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-08
Bond Ordinance Potts Mill Road Phase I1, III & Culvert
(Intro. & 1* Read) (2"! Read & Adopt 3/17/2021)

Mayor Wilkie explained that State funding was received for Phase II and Phase III. Phase II roughly goes
from Creekwood Drive to Archibald Lane and then Phase I1I from Archibald to Route 130. There are
also two culverts and two bridges that are not part of the state funding so this ordinance puts the money in
place in order to support the work.

Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Sandusky to approve Ordinance No. 2021-08.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-09
Bond Ordinance 1470 Hornberger Avenue Acquisition
(Intro. & 1°' Read) (2"! Read & Adopt 3/17/2021)

Mayor Wilkie explained that the township has been trying to get 1470 Hornberger Avenue cleaned up for
the past few years and are now at the point where we need move forward on the acquisition of the

property.
Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Ostrander to approve Ordinance No. 2021-09.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10
Bond Ordinance Wilbur Henry Drive, Road Repair
(Intro. & 1°' Read) (2" Read & Adopt 3/17/2021)

Mayor Wilkie explained that Wilbur Henry Drive was the most recent Transportation Trust Fund project
and grant funding is going to be provided but the money must be in place beforehand. This ordinance
will ensure that.

Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve Ordinance No. 2021-10.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried

38



Florence Township Council Regular Session 03/03/21

REPORTS OF COMMITEES, BOARDS AND OFFICERS
None at this time.

REPORTS: ADMINISTRATION

Mayor

Mayor Wilkie shared a tax spreadsheet for Burlington County showing that Florence Township taxes
have remained stable throughout the years. In 2020 Florence is still at #7 for the lowest taxes in the
county. Right now the average tax in Florence Township is $5,269 which includes county, fire district,
school and local taxes. This form is posted on the Department of Community Affairs website and will be
posted on the Florence Township website for our residents.

The Mayor also shared a map that outlines the Route 130 road improvements. He stated that there have
been a lot of conversations over the years regarding the issues on Route 130 and there have been different
studies done. Finally, there was a traffic study done by the county in cooperation with the state and
discussions that improvements need to happen at Florence-Columbus Road and Route 130. A year ago
there was a meeting with the Commissioner and the State Senator, along with representatives from the
County, Burlington Township and Burlington City and, based on the most likely traffic study there was
an elevated solution proposed. Our response to an elevated solution is that it was not acceptable. An
elevated solution changes the character of the community.

During the summer, the State and County came up with an alternative plan. This plan was suggested 8
years or so ago, it will redirect traffic from the current intersection of Route 130 and Florence-Columbus
Road to a new intersection just past the cemetery and closer to the veterinary clinic on Route 130. In
November it was agreed to move forward and the Department of Transportation is now in their public
information time period which started on March 1* and is open until March 30™. Mayor Wilkie stated
that at next Wednesday’s meeting he will share the 10-minute presentation with Council so that we can
see what is being discussed. The proposal shows a larger jughandle than what is there around the
cemetery. It also shows a right turn lane from Route 130 on to Florence-Columbus Road as well as a
roundabout at the entrance of Birch Hollow. They like to use roundabouts because it avoids the lights and
damage that can happen at those intersections.

Mayor Wilkie stated that as he understands it, the policy with NJDOT is, public comment is received and
reviewed. The plan moves forward to further design and then NJDOT gives the go-ahead to Burlington
County to move forward with the project. The State of New Jersey does not fund the project, therefore
Burlington County has been assessing developers and putting contributions in and then the hope is that
the township contributes grant money as well as state and federal funding. But by putting it in the
county’s hands we have a better chance of this happening sooner rather than later.

Mayor Wilkie stated that he would like to discuss the State plan for Route 130 at the next Council
meeting as well. This plan goes back to 1995 and every 10 years it has to be reindorsed. This is the year
for that second reindorsement and there are some things we need to do.

Mayor Wilkie asked Council to consider hiring Mark Remsa as a consultant for the Township. Mark has
worked with Florence Township since 1995 with the state planning that was being discussed and he was
involved with the steel plant and helping us with those designs. He would like to put him on contract as a
Certified Planner to assist with dealing with the Route 130 issues and the steel plant redesign.

Administrator
Administrator Fazekas received a request from a resident in Birch Hollow asking the township to
approach the county to reduce the speed limit on Florence-Columbus Road from Route 130 to the Liquor
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Barn in the hopes that reducing the speed of the trucks and dump trucks going through there will cut
down on the noise. That request has gone through before but he is asking Council’s permission to contact
County Engineer Joe Brickley. Council agreed.

Administrator Fazekas also explained that the Elected Official’s Seminar from the Joint Insurance Fund
for 2020-2021 must be completed by May 1%. $250 per Councilman, Mayor and Administrator will be
credited for those who complete the 1-hour course and that will come off of the JIF invoice for the year.
If anyone needs to come in to the building, arrangements can be made and a computer set up will be
provided.

Bids for the Pinto property were received Tuesday, February 2™ and our Engineer will be providing a
resolution for approval next week to award the bid. The bid numbers were very favorable.

There will be a Closed Session meeting after the meeting this evening to discuss COAH with no further
action being taken after.

Division of Engineering

Township Engineer Ted Wilkinson updated Council on the Potts Mill Road project. He stated that they
are still waiting on five residents that live along Varga Circle to give their written permission to do the
work behind their homes. In order to get the sidewalk in they will have to do some grading on private
property. He has about a half dozen signatures so far, and is hoping the rest of the residents agree with
the proposal and will give the signatures needed. The NJDOT has accepted the plans and specs and have
given authorization to advertise so we can go out to bid once we get the approvals.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
None at this time.

NEW BUSINESS
e Soil Removal Permit Request, 290 Daniels Way, Whitesell

Council President Garganio explained that there was a lot of documentation received and questions then
arose regarding the soil removal. He stated that he wants to table this until some additional information is
made available as to the use of the soil and where we can use it. Once we get a little more information, we
can bring this back to Council if everyone is in agreeance. Council agreed. Administrator Fazekas stated
that this will be put on next week’s agenda for a workshop meeting.

Councilman Sandusky stated that a few weeks ago there was a fire alarm at the Duffy School apartments and
the Fire Department did a fantastic job moving the residents out like clockwork. His concern however, is
that, fortunately it was a nice mild evening, but all of the residents were standing outside. He suggested that
the Office of Emergency Management reach out to either St. Stephens Episcopal Church or the Florence
Methodist Church to shelter the residents until their loved ones can come to get them.

He also stated that a few years back we started a farmers’ market on Main Street, where it was asphalted and
a few telephone poles were added. When we host the free yard sale days this year, his thought is that would
be a great location for some of the residents from the avenues of Roebling that do not have the luxury of
putting their items out due to traffic.

Lastly, he mentioned that our schools, churches and our Veteran’s organizations in town are all tax free and
the schools and churches do not pay a water bill. However, our Veteran’s organizations do pay a water bill.
Currently, we have one active Veteran’s group. VFW post 8838 has not been active for about 3 years and
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the Roebling Legion has just sold their building. He would like to propose that we waive American Legion
Post 194’s water and sewer bill.

Solicitor Grant would like to do a little research to see if this is something that can be done and will have that
information to Administrator Fazekas for next week’s meeting.

BOARD OF HEALTH
None at this time.

MISCELLANEOUS
None at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.

Don Kamienski, 10 McCay Drive, asked the Mayor if the Florence-Columbus Road information will be
on the Florence Township website and Mayor Wilkie confirmed that the link is on the front page of the
website.

Kristan Marter, 220 East Front Street, asked for some guidance regarding the process with changing
zoning on a property and how it is done; is that something that needs to be done before the purchase or
does someone have to purchase land and then go to their township zoning board to have it re-zoned? She
used the example of the Bung’s property on Route 130. It is zoned for a restaurant but she has heard that
they are looking to put a used car dealership on that property. This also furthers her concern of more
traffic going through Florence Township on a daily basis.

Mayor Wilkie stated that they would have to go to the Zoning Board to get a use variance to change what
the intended use of the property is.

Administrator Fazekas further explained to Ms. Marter that we have not been made aware of any sale of
that property. About 3 months ago the owner contacted him and requested to know what the procedure
was for having that property rezoned, if the zoning would not allow a used car dealership. They were
given the instructions on what they would need to do about getting the use variance and they also asked, if
while they are going through the process, could they store some vehicles on that lot in anticipation. The
zoning district does not permit storage of vehicles so they were told no. There has been no formal
application submitted to Florence Township for this property.

Ms. Marter extended her appreciation to Council for allowing the residents to communicate freely and

voice their concerns without a time limit. She stated that it is frustrating to be in a meeting and have a
timer go off and being cut off in the middle of a sentence.
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Monique Davis, 12 Aspen Court, asked about the roundabout proposed at the entrance of Birch Hollow as
seen in the Florence-Columbus Road plan and the purpose of using it as opposed to just having a
connecting road to Route 130. Having previously resided in a community with a roundabout, her
experience is that people do not know how to negotiate them well and there are a lot of accidents. Her
concern is that injuries will occur and cars will end up on Birch Hollow property.

Mayor Wilkie explained that the county likes a roundabout because it allows traffic to flow easier as
opposed to traffic lights. This had been developed by county engineers and when we saw the original
plan we raised some questions and the adjustments still have not been made. Mayor Wilkie stated that he
did not know why Burlington County prefers roundabouts. Mayor Wilkie encouraged Ms. Davis, and
other residents to put their comments and raise questions on the county website.

Christie Tuttle, 624 Seaman Drive, asked about spring sports and if there is a plan in place for the fields to
open and have a season this year.

Mayor Wilkie explained that when it comes to the safety of our residents and the children, the township
will proceed with caution and will be holding off until we are more confident that appropriate safety
protocols are in place. It has already been decided that there will not be an Easter Egg Hunt this year.
We will wait and see how things continue to improve and go from there.

Administrator Fazekas stated that the Health Department has not given any guidance on sports programs
at this time. We have reviewed everything with the Recreation Director and they are putting together a
formal set of protocols for the spring sports and when those protocols are in place and reviewed a
recommendation will be made.

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to close the public
comment portion of the meeting. Voice vote — All ayes.

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to adjourn to Closed Session at 7:45 p.m. where no action
will be taken. Voice vote — all ayes.

ADJOURNMENT
Council returned to the Regular meeting at 8:05 p.m. No action was taken. Motion of Ostrander,
seconded by Woolston to adjourn. Voice vote — all ayes. Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy L. Erlston, RMC
Township Clerk
/is
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