Florence Township Council Regular Session 03/17/21

Florence, New Jersey
March 17, 2021

The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. Members of the public were invited to attend the meeting
electronically, in person attendance was not encouraged.

The meeting was called to order by Council President Garganio at 7:00 p.m. Council President Garganio
led the Salute to the Flag.

The Opening Statement was read by the township clerk: This meeting is being held in accordance with
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Adequate notice was published in the Burlington
County Times on January 10, 2021; placed on the Township website, and given to the Trenton Times for
information.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Frank Baldorossi, Paul Ostrander, Jerry Sandusky, Dave Woolston, Bruce Garganio

Also Present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie, Stephen Fazekas, Township Administrator; Ted Wilkinson,
Township Engineer; Kelly Grant, Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk;
Jenise Silinsky, Deputy Township Clerk

Absent: None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
e Regular Session March 3, 2021
e Closed Session March 3, 2021

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve the minutes as submitted. Voice vote — all ayes.

FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE
Motion of Woolston, seconded by Baldorossi to receive and file the following reports. Voice vote — all
ayes.

Township Clerk’s Monthly Report for February 2021

Municipal Court Administrator’ Monthly Report for February 2021

Tax Collector’s Monthly Tax Reports and Water & Sewer Reports for February 2021
Municipal Treasurer’s Cash Reports and Budget Reports for February 2021

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

e YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
e NOES: None
e ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried
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REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE
None at this time.

APPLICATIONS
None at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.

Kristan Marter, 220 East Front Street, stated that the format has been helpful over the months. She spoke
about the meeting last week and apologized to Mr. Kamienski, she negated his concern over traffic. She
said that with the new warehouses that are popping up like in Mansfield Township on Jones Farm, it is
definitely going to impact the Route 130 intersection because that is where they are going to have to turn
around. Anyone coming out of Delaware Avenue that wants to go North on Route 130 is going to have to
go down to that circle and go around and back up because there are not going to be any turns other than a
right hand turn out of Delaware Avenue heading south. Everything else will go straight which obviously
will alleviate a lot of the issues in that intersection. With the various new warehouses in the area, a lot of
that traffic is going to be coming into that intersection.

Lastly, Ms. Marter spoke about the Route 130 corridor project which is really bearing down on our
township. With respect to getting prepared and the committee that will have to be formed and she would

like to request to be a part of that committee.

Don Kamienski, 10 McCay Drive, thanked Ms. Marter for the clarification for her understanding of the
circle. And at 17,000 vehicles a day, which was probably 10 years ago, we can imagine what it is now.

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Baldorossi to close
the public portion of the meeting. Voice vote — All ayes.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-72
Authorize Refunds of Certain Tax Overpayments

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-73
Current Estimate No. 4, Water Treatment Plant, Phase 2

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-74
Award Contract Structure Demolition Pinto’s Pump House

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-75
Authorize transfer of Tahoe to FTFD

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-76
Appoint Special Legal Counsel
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-77
Approve 3-Year Average Anticipated Revenues

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-78
Authorize Memorandum of Understanding with Project Freedom

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to approve Resolution Nos. 2021-72 through 2021-78.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio

NOES: None

ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-08
Bond Ordinance Potts Mill Road Phase II, III & Culvert
(2"4 Read & Adopt)

Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.

Seeing no one wishing to be heard Motion was made by Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to close public
hearing. Voice vote — all ayes.

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Baldorossi to approve Ordinance No. 2021-08.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-09
Bond Ordinance 1470 Hornberger Avenue Acquisition
(2"! Read & Adopt)

Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.

Seeing no one wishing to be heard Motion was made by Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close public
hearing. Voice vote — all ayes.

Motion of Baldorossi seconded by Sandusky to approve Ordinance No. 2021-09.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried
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ORDINANCE NO. 2021-10
Bond Ordinance Wilbur Henry Drive, Road Repair
(2" Read & Adopt)

Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.

Seeing no one wishing to be heard Motion was made by Ostrander, seconded by Baldorossi to close
public hearing. Voice vote — all ayes.

Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to approve Ordinance No. 2021-10.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried

REPORTS OF COMMITEES, BOARDS AND OFFICERS

Councilman Sandusky commented on how nice it was to hear and see the children outside with the nicer
weather recently and stated that it is a good thing that all of the sports programs are a go and hopefully it
will stay that way.

Councilman Woolston stated that he was on Delaware Avenue this week and witnessed a tractor-trailer
making a left turn out of Railroad Avenue onto Delaware. He could see a sign in the window that read
“Amazon Shuttle.” As he tried to make that turn, cars coming out of town were backed up and, on top of
that, cars coming in town were stacked up over top of the railroad tracks. His concern is for the safety of
our residents. Someone could get hurt there very bad. He is wondering if there is something we can do
with a “no left turn” for a certain weight classification off of Railroad Avenue, if possible.

Mayor Wilkie stated that similar situations have been observed by the County Engineer and the head of
Economic Development. A few years ago at NJDOT meetings it was raised that we need to do something
about it and before Marty Livingston left the County there was going to be a study that would support
restrictions like Councilman Woolston mentioned. There was a follow-up meeting via Zoom and the
question was raised about tractor and trailers and the construction on Route 130 and Florence-Columbus
Road. He stated that he believes we will get NJDOT approval but he doesn’t know about local control for
left turns. He suggests sending it over to the County Engineer for his comments.

Council President Garganio asked about a possible speed study on Delaware Avenue and Front Street.
He thinks that an adjustment in speed would push people into a different direction if they can get where
they are going quicker. That may be a way to alleviate some of the traffic.

Administrator Fazekas stated that we were in contact with the County within the last week to find out the
status of the crosswalk signals that are supposed to be installed at Hornberger and Delaware Avenues and
he will keep following up on that.
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REPORTS: ADMINISTRATION

Mayor
Mayor Wilkie mentioned that the Eagle Court of Honor for Kyle Dennison was held Saturday, March 13

at Veteran’s Park at the location of the Zen garden, which was his Eagle Scout project.

Next Thursday, March 25, the Board of Education would like to have a ribbon cutting at 6 p.m.

Boyd’s Pharmacy and the Fire Department have run an Easter Egg Hunt for years and this year it will be a
drive thru event at the firechouse where cars will drive around to the back of the building and pick up a
goodie bag. There will also be an egg hunt through town where 10 establishments will have an egg in the
window and you snap a photo of each one and then go into Boyd’s Pharmacy with your photos to receive
a prize.

The Roebling Museum had put in a request with the Smithsonian for an exhibit and it will be opened in
the summer of 2022. Also in 2022, Florence Township will be celebrating the 150" anniversary of
incorporation and we are going to be doing something different each month that year to commemorate.

We received notice regarding President Biden’s American Rescue Plan indicating the amount we are
going to receive. When it first came out, we were getting over $2 Million. In a meeting on Monday with
our Congressman we found out it will be about $1.2 Million. This is not free money and it cannot be used
for tax reductions because there are restrictions. It does have to all be spent by 2024.

Division of Engineering

Township Engineer Ted Wilkinson updated Council on their request last week for some numbers to build
a county highway with costs for clearing, excavation, storm drainage, curbs, and sidewalks for a county
road which is roughly about $400 per foot. And if you wanted a quick number for our Daniels Way
extension off of the dead-end street out to River Road, it would be roughly $1.8 Million, which will
include enough money to build the roundabout at the end.

Mayor Wilkie said that this quote is much lower than what Burlington Township has been quoted. He
was told not too long ago that a roundabout the way the county is doing, is at $3 million alone. He stated
that he is not discrediting what Mr. Wilkinson has proposed but he wants the public to know that with the
range of numbers, we can hopefully meet somewhere in between.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Soil Removal Permit Request, 290 Daniels Way, Whitesell
Administrator Fazekas advised Council that this was subject to possible litigation and would be
discussed during the closed session.

NEW BUSINESS
None at this time.

BOARD OF HEALTH
None at this time.

MISCELLANEQOUS
None at this time.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.
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Kristan Marter, 220 East Front Street, asked, in regards to the design of the bypass, if anyone has done
any type of study as far as the wetlands in that area. Her concern is the bridge that runs over River Road
and whether or not the ground will accommodate this because it is right next to the creek.

Mayor Wilkie explained that it is a Burlington Township project and that Ms. Marter should consult with
Burlington Township on that.

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close the public
comment portion of the meeting. Voice vote — All ayes.

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to adjourn to Closed Session at 7:27 p.m. where no action
will be taken. Voice vote — all ayes.

ADJOURNMENT
Council returned to the Regular meeting at 7:37 p.m. No action was taken. Motion of Woolston,
seconded by Ostrander to adjourn. Voice vote — all ayes. Meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy L. Erlston, RMC
Township Clerk
/is
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