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         Florence, New Jersey 
         April 14, 2021 
 
The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711 
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey.  Members of the public were invited to attend the meeting 
electronically, in person attendance was not encouraged. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Garganio at 7:00 p.m.  Council President Garganio 
led the Salute to the Flag.   
 
The Opening Statement was read by the township clerk:  This meeting is being held in accordance with 
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  Adequate notice was published in the Burlington 
County Times on January 10, 2021; placed on the Township website, and given to the Trenton Times for 
information. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
Upon roll call the following were found to be present: 
 
Present: Frank Baldorossi, Paul Ostrander, Jerry Sandusky, Bruce Garganio 
 
Also Present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie, Stephen Fazekas, Township Administrator; Kelly Grant, 

Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Ted Lovenduski, Administrative 
Assistant; Jenise Silinsky, Deputy Township Clerk 

 
Absent:  Dave Woolston 
 
FIFTEEN (15) MINUTES OF PUBLIC COMMENT 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.   
 
Don Kamienski, 10 McCay Drive, asked the status of the animal control company who deals with the 
Township.  Administrator Fazekas explained that we are still using Bordentown at this time. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to close 
the public portion of the meeting.  Voice vote – All ayes.  
 
NEW BUSINESS 

A. 2021 Surface Transportation Authorization-Member Designated Project Requests 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that the Congressman’s office sent an email explaining that Congress is allowing 
member designated projects.  He forwarded the email to the County Engineer, County Planner and the 
Senator’s office and asked if this is a possibility for Florence-Columbus Road and Route 130.  The initial 
reaction was no, because they had just cleared the public information side and they still have not designed 
it.  He received a sample letter from the County Planner’s office with a recommendation and they asked 
for Burlington Township, Burlington City and Mansfield to sign on to a letter as well.  He believes that, 
while they can’t get the construction cost money because we don’t know that cost, he heard ballpark 
numbers of $20 million and other numbers throughout but he believes they are going to at least try and 
get the design cost, which he is told could be about $2-3 million.  He is asking for Council’s approval and 
Council agreed. 
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B. Review New Fueling System 
 
Ted Lovenduski explained that we have been working with ERI on designing the new fueling system.  
They did some changes as far as the way they enter and exit the pumping station so there was a delay due 
to the design change.  The next step is to go to the preliminary construction plan.  Everything is above 
ground so we won’t have to deal with any kind of an underground system and it will meet all of the new 
standards.  We checked the radius for the firetruck which is the largest vehicle that the township will have 
using the system so school buses should not have a problem, as well as everything else.  This will go on 
the side of the building so it will be accessible after hours.  As of right now there is no projected start 
time, we still have to go through the design and make sure it meets the up-to-date standards on what is 
required.   
 

C. Review of Project List 
 
Administrator Fazekas explained that Council asked him to start looking at a 5-year projection of projects 
for the Township for each division; Police, Water and Sewer, Public Works, township projects, 
Recreation, etc.  He went through the preliminary numbers and explained that some will be funded 
through the budget and some funded through bond ordinances.  We may bump some up or move them 
down the list as we go.  He briefly went over some of the projects on the list and explained that this is a 
working document so changes can be made at any time. 
 
Mayor Wilkie asked that a fishing pier by the gates in Roebling Park be added to the list.  It was a part of 
the Roebling Park Master Plan about 5-6 years ago and was included in the county grant for this past year 
but he is not sure if it got funded.   
 
Ted Lovenduski explained that the Shade Tree Commission is planning to put together a three- or five-
year plan so that there are some ideas in what direction we are headed in.  This year, on May 1st 
approximately 20 trees will be planted at the FAAD park.  Last year 45 trees were removed from that site 
but they would like to get some new plantings down there.  Also, there will be three Dogwood trees going 
in on the side of the Municipal Building and one Dogwood going in at the front of the building.  Next 
year they plan to put a few in the back as well as a sidewalk down the side of the building so that people 
do not have to walk in the street, specifically during court.  This will improve the look of the building 
itself. 
 

D. Letter Supporting Roebling Museum Grant 
 
Administrator Fazekas received a letter from the Executive Director of the Roebling Museum and they 
asked if Council would write a letter of recommendation for the museum.  They are trying to go after a 
few grants to support upcoming projects, all of which are part of implementing a three-year strategy 
recovery plan for them to try to come back from being closed during Covid.  Council agreed and 
Administrator Fazekas will send a letter. 
 
Mayor Wilkie received an email stating that the rope stretcher building designs are at 65% drawings and 
they are looking to receive feedback by May 1st.  We had a request from the museum to keep the 
buildings where they were and the EPA agreed to keep it in the proposed plans.  They are moving forward 
and building a new building adjacent to the museum and will move the main parts of the rope structures 
there.  He thinks it is 65% drawings but he is not positive.   
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Council President Garganio asked if they are taking down the main building along the water as part of the 
demo process?  Ted Lovenduski explained that was what was asked of them to do and they had every 
intention of taking those buildings down but the museum had asked to possibly leave them.  At that point 
we said that if it is something that is going to fall back on us financially, we would rather have them 
remove those buildings.  Council President Garganio said that he thinks they are probably going to do a 
lot of damage to that building getting everything they need out of it.  He said that if they take that 
building out that will give us a clean run of the waterfront instead of having a building there that will be 
half dismantled and have to drag all of that equipment out.  Mr. Lovenduski said that he believes that is 
their intent. 
 

E. Whitesell Transportation Letter 
 
Council President Garganio explained that the final piece to get trucks off of Delaware Avenue and Front 
Street would be the bypass that is going to run through the Whitesell property.  It looks like Burlington 
Township has been very friendly through this process and they talked to some of the developers that are 
going to be doing that and the final piece is going through Whitesell.  So Councilman Sandusky had 
asked if we could possibly put a letter together from Mayor and Council that would ask Whitesell for their 
cooperation in working with us to get that final piece that would allow this bypass to be built.  It gets us 
moving on this project and hopefully they will, as one of our larger taxpayers and a friend of Florence 
Township, support helping us get through some of these problems that we have up and down the main 
roads in the community.   
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that we have been trying to put a bypass in for 30 years now.  The biggest 
problem has always been trying to get across the railroad tracks.  This is the first location where we are 
not dealing with that spur and you can put the bypass in that is reasonable.  He thinks it is a great idea and 
wholeheartedly endorses it. 
 
Administrator Fazekas stated that Project Freedom is going to be applying for a Low Income Housing 
Tax Credit Program and they are in need of a letter of support from the Mayor.  He drafted a letter and, 
with Council’s approval, he would like to have the Mayor sign and he will send it.  Council approved. 
 
He also mentioned that we have to submit our Township Recycling Tonnage Report by April 30th which 
has to be signed by a Certified Recycling Coordinator.  Tom Sahol was the Township’s Recycling 
Coordinator and now Marty Eckert has stepped up to take over that position.  Unfortunately, they are not 
running the class at this time due to Covid so we reached out to Burlington Township and their Recycling 
Coordinator Christy Osborne is willing to act on our behalf.  There will be a resolution for this on next 
week’s agenda to do a Shared Service Agreement with Burlington Township to get the report in before 
the deadline.   
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Councilman Sandusky asked to send a thank you to the Fire Company and Boyd’s Pharmacy for hosting 
the Easter Egg event and Administrator Fazekas will handle that. 
 
Mayor Wilkie stated that in the March 10, 2021 meeting minutes there is mention of a bypass road that 
would go from Tall Pines past the storage facility to Daniels Way.  The only thing that he knows that it 
could be reference to is the Bustleton Creek.  He is going to listen to the minutes and give an update but 
he wanted to assure the public that there has never been a discussion about a bypass in Tall Pines or 
anything to do with the storage area and he apologized for the mistake. 
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The Mayor also mentioned that he recently received his absentee ballot for the fire election.  This election 
is usually held the 3rd Saturday in February by state law but the Governor postponed it because of Covid 
and it is now being held on the 3rd Tuesday of April (April 20th).  The election will be from 2:00-9:00pm 
at the firehouse and according to what he has read on his ballot, you can not take your ballot to the 
firehouse you have to make sure it gets to the County either via mail or one of the drop boxes.  If you go 
to vote and you had not requested a ballot, you will have to vote Provisional.   
 
There have been some things on social media regarding PILOTS.  He tried to set the record straight last 
year on how PILOTS work.  People always make the statement that PILOTS do not go toward the school 
or fire district and some even try and say that it does not go to the Police Department.  The Police do not 
have their own taxing authority while the fire and school districts do.  The Police are supported by the 
Municipal Government and have been for eternity.  They have benefited directly from Township funding 
and we have been very supportive.  We now have two school resource officers, the school pays a portion 
for one but the Township picks up the rest and fully funds the second officer.  A K9 unit was also added 
which is fully funded and fully supported.  We now have an additional officer in the detective bureau; 
there used to be 2 detectives and now there are 3.  We supported the three-man command staff that we 
have and added the title of Corporal over the positions that used to be “acting.”  And we moved forward 
when the police requested tasers and we funded that and made that happen.  We have been very 
supportive and have invested in our Police Department and it is frustrating to see on social media that 
people make comments that are totally inaccurate and he wanted to state these facts for the record. 
 
Council President Garganio mentioned the possibility of speed reductions along Delaware Avenue and 
Front Street.  This would entail the County to do a study to see if that is feasible with proper enforcement.  
He would like to ask the County for that study to move forward so we can see if we can make that a safer 
area for our kids to walk to and from school and deal with the issues that are going on along that roadway.  
Council agreed.  Administrator Fazekas will send a letter to the County Engineer Joe Brickley on behalf 
of Mayor and Council. 
 
Council President Garganio also mentioned Railroad Avenue at Delaware Avenue with the tractor trailer 
traffic there.  When they come to Railroad Avenue from Route 130 and stop to make the left onto 
Railroad they have to stop with their truck across the tracks.  It is dangerous when that happens and if 
there happens to be a car or another truck coming out of Railroad Avenue, that whole intersection shuts 
down and if a train were to come through there, there will be major issues.  We need to take a look at 
what enforcement mechanisms we have available to fix that intersection.  We really need to see what 
restrictions we can put into place to make that a safer intersection for our residents, whether it is through 
our Police Department or the County. 
 
Administrator Fazekas stated that he has been in contact with Joe Brickley, the County Engineer and we 
have sent an official request to NJ Transit Diagnostic team asking that Joe, a representative from the 
County Engineering Dept and himself have a meeting to look at that.  He will keep Council updated on 
the status.  He also spoke to Acting Chief Greenberg and has asked for officers to be in that area to 
diligently look at any violations when trucks are straddling the tracks and they will be keeping an eye on 
that. 
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ACTION 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-85  

Authorize Mayor to Sign Shared Services Agreement with  
Burlington County for a Pedestrian Signal at Delaware Avenue and Hornberger Avenue 

 
Mayor Wilkie explained that Resolution No. 2021-85 is in reference to a pedestrian signal like the one 
that was installed at Broad and Front Streets and the one at Boulevard and Front Streets and also by the 
high school.  There are sensors so when someone is walking by it will start to let drivers know that there 
is a pedestrian crossing and also allows for pedestrians to press the button and the lights will blink so 
vehicles will aware that someone is looking to cross.  He is glad this is able to be pushed through and get 
the County support and response. 
 
Administrator Fazekas mentioned that Council had passed Ordinance #2019-05 for funding on this 
project back in 2019.  We owe 50% of the project up to $25,000 and we have more than enough in that 
ordinance to cover this expense so we can proceed forward without worrying about the operating budget. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-86 

Amending 2021-82 
 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve Resolution Nos. 2021-85 through 2021-86.  
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: Woolston     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.   
 
Seeing no one wishing to be heard, Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close the public 
comment portion of the meeting.  Voice vote – All ayes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to adjourn.  Voice vote – all ayes.  Meeting adjourned at 
7:41 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nancy L. Erlston, RMC 
Township Clerk 
/js 
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