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         Florence, New Jersey 
         July 21, 2021 
 
The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711 
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey.  Members of the public were welcome to attend in person or to attend 
virtually via Zoom. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Garganio at 7:00 p.m.  Council President Garganio 
led the Salute to the Flag.   
 
The Opening Statement was read by the township clerk:  This meeting is being held in accordance with 
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  Adequate notice was published in the Burlington 
County Times on July 11, 2021; placed on the Township website, and given to the Trenton Times for 
information. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
Upon roll call the following were found to be present: 
 
Present: Frank Baldorossi, Paul Ostrander, Jerry Sandusky, David Woolston, Bruce Garganio  
 
Also Present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie; Stephen Fazekas, Township Administrator; Kelly Grant, 

Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Jenise Silinsky, Deputy 
Township Clerk 

 
Absent:  None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

• Executive Session of May 12, 2021 
• Regular Session of May 19, 2021 
• Regular Session of June 2, 2021 
• Regular Session of June 16, 2021 
• Regular Session of July 7, 2021 

 
Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Woolston to approve the minutes as submitted.  Voice vote – all ayes.   
 
FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Baldorossi to receive and file the following reports.  Voice vote – all 
ayes. 

• Township Clerk’s Monthly report for June 2021 
• Tax Collector’s Monthly Tax Reports for June 2021 
• Tax Collector’s Monthly Water & Sewer Reports for June 2021 
• Court Administrator’s Monthly Report for June 2021 

 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List. 
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Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE  
None at this time 
 
APPLICATIONS 

A. Florence Township HS Marching Band Boosters, On-Premise 50/50 Raffle, 1050 Cedar Lane, 
Florence, September 24, 2021, October 8, 15 and 29, 2021 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

B. Florence Township HS Marching Band Boosters, Off-Premise 50/50 Raffle, 711 Broad Street, 
Florence, December 3, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

C. Block Party Application, submitted by Rachel Lester for August 25, 2021 from 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. (Rain date September 5, 2021), 7th Avenue between Main Street and Hornberger Avenue. 

 
Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Sandusky to approve the applications.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.   
 
Bill Lee, 551 Shaver Drive, stated that the drainage basin behind his house has been causing issues for 
him over the years.  This past weekend with the heavy rains, it overflowed into his and his neighbors’ 
yards.   
 
Gary Little, 511 Shaver Drive, also stated that the storm caused a lot of damage to his home and water 
had come through his finished basement like a waterfall.   He asked Mayor and Council if anything can be 
done.   
 
Mayor Wilkie stated that the Emergency Management Center was opened during the storm. Whether any 
funding from the federal government will be received is still to be determined.  All of the activities were 
being tracked and can be filed with the county but he does not know at what the level it has to be in order 
to receive funding.   
 
Council President Garganio said that they will look into what opportunities there are for residents and that 
the Township Engineer will meet with Ted Lovenduski on site to make an assessment on the drainage 
basin and give a report to Council as soon as possible. 
 
Administrator Fazekas stated that a list of reports of damage to properties had been compiled and 
forwarded to the Burlington County Office of Emergency Management and they, in turn, will send a 
report to the State and, at that time, we will know if we will get any federal assistance.  We are still 
collecting names and addresses and residents with damage to their properties from the storm are 
encouraged to call to be added to that list. 
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Donna Inzerma, 531 Shaver Drive, stated that she just moved in under two months ago and was unaware 
of the retention basin behind the house.  When she spoke to her neighbor about it he told her that there 
was not a problem with drainage in the area before the basin was put in.  She shared photos and videos 
with Council of the water in her yard and basement.   
 
Nancy and Abraham Krangar, 622 Pine Street, shared a number of pictures with Mayor and Council 
showing the water and some of the damage to their home from the retention basin as well.  The flooring 
in her basement was destroyed and insurance does not cover any of the damages.  Mr. Krangar stated that 
every time there is a high rain the yards are like a river and insurance will not cover anything.   
 
Bill Modica, 580 Shaver Drive, stated that the basin has been plaguing them for a number of years and it 
was not done right from day one and something should be done about it. 
 
Kristan Marter, 220 East Second Street, stated her concerns regarding flooding on River Road and 
Hornberger Avenue after the last storm.  She asked if there has been any contact or any kind of 
conversation with Mansfield or maybe the EPA or Troy Singleton’s office with the bill that they are 
trying to put through about anti-warehouse sprawl where they are looking to try to keep one township 
from impacting another.  With the Jones Farm project being at a higher elevation than Florence 
Township, run off could easily run right down into Craft’s Creek.  The more impervious coverage which 
they continue to build, the more runoff is going to come into that creek.  With the new apartment building 
behind the gas station on Hornberger Avenue she wants to know if we are looking into this because she 
worries about Roebling.  She asked if conversations are being had at other levels to prevent something 
even worse down the road.  
 
Concerning Mansfield and the Jones Farm, Mayor Wilkie explained that special Council was brought in 
to review that application.  Jones just made an application to NJDEP concerning their onsite septic and 
now we have to get a conflict engineer to review what is happening at NJDEP and NJDOT.  He is trying 
to get someone from the County to review this because of conflicts with the very same concerns.   
 
Mayor Wilkie went on to explain that the state plan is looking at the global warming issue that plays into 
the flooding.  The creek that runs behind Creekwood Drive turned into a river during the recent storm and 
that water ran under Route 130 which evidently caused part of the problem there.  That is also the location 
where our pressurized sewer line on two different occasions came unraveled because of the erosion 
caused by work done by the NJDOT.  We have made the State, as well as the County, aware of the 
concerns of efficiency of the culvert. This water then flows over to Hornberger Avenue into Crafts Creek.   
 
Mayor Wilkie further explained that regarding the site behind the gas station, as far as he understands, 
once they build any facility they retain more of the water.  There will be a retention basin that is supposed 
to keep the water on site.  There are some numbers that say that rainfall during the recent storm was 
anywhere between 6 and 10 inches or more, as well as conflicting reports that say that it was a 100-year 
or a 500-year storm.  The concern is being addressed at different locations with different conversations 
and, specifically on River Road, a call was made to Burlington County to find out what is going on 
because, as far as we are aware, that has not flooded in the past.   
 
Ms. Marter asked if there were storm drains on River Road and Mayor Wilkie explained that with the 
construction going on in Burlington Township, there will probably be something.  There are historical 
drains from the Turnpike that take the water towards the river.  He stated that when he toured the 
community after the storm, Veteran’s Park was filled with water and it was dumping onto Seaman Drive 
and one of the residents said it was completely filled with water coming off of the Turnpike. 
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Ms. Marter also asked about the building that has been torn down on Hornberger Avenue and wanted to 
know how we acquired the building, what the cost was to knock it down and what would it have cost for 
us to try and restore it and sell it to someone who would want to do something with it?  She also inquired 
about the Jabbo’s building and asked what we could do to further prevent the rest of the buildings from 
being torn down, specifically the stable that is there.  We could make it into something else and give 
people more reason to come to Roebling.  She is requesting that we try to do something first before we 
knock it down to give the community an opportunity to rally together and figure out a way to save the 
history of the town. 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that the property used to be known as Pintos and it was acquired in 
approximately 2015. When Mr. Pinto passed away his son put it up for sale and there were many serious 
issues with the building and Florence Township purchased the property to help clean up the community.  
It was around 2018 when everything was demolished back there other than the scale house with the idea 
to try and save it but as time continued eventually the basement floor was completely gone.   
 
There were stables and businesses back there and it was very much an eyesore as well as a hazard so the 
town purchased the property in order to do the cleanup because of all of the contamination.  We have 
done cleanup behind the homes on 4th Avenue within the last 10 years as well because it had become 
overgrown and our ultimate goal is to clear up that whole area.  The decision was made at Council that we 
were going to take that building down because it was so old and there was a threat of asbestos in the 
building.  Fortunately, there was no asbestos and they closed it up.   
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that the stable that Ms. Marter is referring to is in such a bad state of disrepair 
that it is a safety hazard.  The township has been attempting for over four years to have the owner repair 
the building.  The owner tried to fix the roof and the fire department refused to go into the building 
because it is so dangerous.  At this point, the property owner is not being cooperative and Florence 
Township is pursuing the purchase of this property for one reason, to make it safe for the community.  
This government has worked very hard to preserve this community, make it safe and clean it up.  There 
are some times when properties become so dilapidated and, while we are sorry to see them go, it is in the 
best interest of the community.   
 
Mayor Wilkie stated that, for a number of years, he had asked for someone to lease the Jabbo’s/Buc’s 
building (the old gas station) from us in order to renovate it.  It has continued to be an eyesore until 
finally, we put a roof on it and then recently it was cleaned up and secured.  Mayor Wilkie stated that 
sometime in the near future we will be doing a Request for Proposal for improvements to that building.  
This will allow people to present their ideas for improving the building and possibly enter into a long 
term lease with the township.   
 
Council President Garganio stated that anytime we have a property with the historic value being tied to 
our community we have to take a look at it and we have to make an evaluation if it can be saved.  The 
building that she is speaking about is in bad shape and if we take ownership and there is something that 
can be done with it, that is an evaluation that we would always do.  Ultimately our goal is to preserve 
what we can. 
 
Ms. Marter asked what if someone wants to buy it and make it safe and turn it into something?  She then 
asked about the bank on 5th Avenue and if the town would be interested in selling it and allowing 
someone to come in and do something with it. 
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Mayor Wilkie explained that the bank was purchased sometime around 2008-2009 and the owner kept it 
for a number of years and let it deteriorate.  The town stepped in last year and long-term solutions are 
being evaluated for that facility in order to clean it up.  Sometimes, unfortunately the town has to step in 
because the private sector has not proven to be able to do that.  
 
Heather Farquahar, 132 7th Avenue, stated that a sign was posted warning drivers that there are children 
on her street and she extended her gratitude for the help with keeping our community safe. 
 
Mark Mezger, 206 Wilbur Henry Drive, stated that there are a lot of people coming off of Cedar Lane that 
speed down his street.  He is asking if perhaps a stop sign could be added at Chestnut and Wilbur Henry 
just to slow people down.  Mayor Wilkie explained that there have been a number of concerns expressed.  
Councilman Sandusky brought it up at the last meeting and that road is being designed and will be going 
out to bid for reconstruction.  Council will be looking at the plans and what the recommendations are for 
calming devices. 
 
Gina Sullivan, 147 3rd Avenue, expressed her strong opposition for any sort of warehouse or 
manufacturing facility on the old mill property.  She would support seeing some sort of community 
oriented development, a fishing pier or anything that is not any sort of warehouse or manufacturing 
facility.  It will not add to the community and will cause more traffic and she feels that we need to bring 
people into the community.   
 
Mayor Wilkie assured Ms. Sullivan that there are no plans for any warehouses or any type of general 
manufacturing on that site.  At the Planning Board in 2018, as we were beginning the Master Plan review, 
it was made very clear that is not what we want there.  We had been working with Kampack which was a 
manufacturer of cardboard and they walked away and that was fine with everyone.  We are in a strong 
enough financial situation that we do not need to be doing that type of business on that location.  Florence 
Township owns the property so whatever is going to happen there, the Township will be making those 
decisions.  He understands that there is a lot of talk on social media and he wants to be very clear that is 
not in any plans from Florence Township to do anything like she has mentioned.  We have discussed 
utilizing the waterfront location for recreation.  Everything behind the fencing in that area is a 
contaminated site so there will have to be remediation before anything can be done. 
 
Ms. Sullivan stated that there was a bill that had recently been passed on the state level that increases 
funding for site remediation and she offered to pass the information along.  Mayor Wilkie explained that 
because it is a super fund site, normally state funds are not eligible, it only runs through the federal 
government but he said that they would be glad to look at anything that she may have. 
 
Council President Garganio agreed with Ms. Sullivan, there are very few places, if any, that have that 
type of riverfront so we are looking to maximize the site so it is community oriented. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close 
the public portion of the meeting.  Voice vote – All ayes.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-151 
Current Estimate No. 8 for Water Treatment Plant Upgrade Phase 2 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-152 

Authorize Fee for Mailing Tax Sale Notice 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-153 
Renew ABC License, NPH Florence, LLC 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-154 

NJDOT Grant Bikeway Amendment 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-155 
NJDOT Grant 9th Street Amendment 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-156  

NJDOT Grant Broad Street Amendment 
 

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Garganio to approve Resolution Nos. 2021-151 through 2021-156.  
Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-116 
Prohibiting Operation of Any Class of Cannabis Business in Florence Twp. 

(Intro. & 1st Read)(2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt 8/4/2021) 
 

Council President Garganio explained that we were waiting for the state to come forward with some sort 
of rules and regulations and there really are not any at this time.  At the five-year breakdown we can opt 
back in if we choose. 
 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve Ordinance No. 2021-116.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2021-117 

Amending Ch. 116 “Property Maintenance” to Require Inspection  
Prior to a Change in Occupancy 

(Intro. & 1st Read)(2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt) 
 

Administrator Fazekas explained that the Township Code has just been amended and it had been a past 
practice that we would only inspect rental properties when they were vacant.  Now that restrictions have 
been lifted since COVID, we had one landlord challenge our Code Official and Housing Inspector, 
requesting someone come in and inspect the apartment before the tenants moved out and then sign off that 
everything was in order for the new tenants.  After speaking to our solicitor, she recommended that we 
add wording to our code that the property must be vacant when the inspections are performed before the 
new renters come in.   
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Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to approve Ordinance No. 2021-117.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
REPORTS OF COMMITEES, BOARDS AND OFFICERS 
Councilman Baldorossi thanked the Public Works Department for installing a few “children at play” signs 
in the Village of Roebling.  He also asked the status of the garden in Roebling at the Bucs property at the 
end of 3rd Avenue. 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained when the garden was done in Florence, it was done as an Eagle Scout project.  
He stated that if Councilman Baldorossi has a committee that wants to work with the Township it can be 
planned and designed for next spring. 
 
Councilman Sandusky expressed concerned for the residents who had water in their basements with the 
last storm that came through.  He also had water in his basement so he understands and knows that it is a 
hardship.  He is unsure if there is anything coming through from the government to help alleviate the 
situation but he is asking Council if there was something we could do as a community to raise some 
money to help the residents.  He stated that what is so good about our township is that we all come 
together to help each other.  He thinks it would be a great way to get the community back out to another 
outdoor function and offered his help organizing. 
 
REPORTS:  ADMINISTRATION 
Mayor 
Mayor Wilkie stated that on Wednesday, July 28th there will be an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for anyone 
on Council who is able to attend.  He also heard that one is being scheduled on August 7th.  There are a 
number of Eagle Scout projects going on and two of them are at the point of getting Court of Honor 
which is a great honor. For our community to have the number of Eagle Scouts that we have, it is a 
reflection of the leadership within the scouting groups. 
 
Mayor Wilkie also stated that, for the first time in the history of Florence Township, we have a participant 
in the Olympics, Curtis Thompson.  He wished Curtis luck and said it is good to see how the community 
continues to come together.  He also thanked everyone for a successful Patriotic Day celebration.  With 
Covid last year and rain the year before it was good to see people out.  He stated that Marty Eckert had 
put some things in place two months ago and he got everything working and the entire township worked 
together and we were fortunate with the volunteers that stepped up and helped so a big thank you to 
everyone.  
 
Mayor Wilkie mentioned that he came into town in the middle of that storm and witnessed much of where 
the water was flowing and there were some issues at this facility and at the fire department where the 
Emergency Management Center had been set up.  Everyone came together to make it all work and he was 
appreciative to the many volunteers who did what they did to help their neighbors in such an unfortunate 
situation. Speaking to the residents in the room who had flooding he said that he feels for them and will 
do what they can to identify and make some corrections to the basin in questions, which is 25 years old. 
 
Mayor Wilkie stated that in 2017 Mansfield Township approved a 698,000 square foot warehouse located 
at the Vanco property on first reading.  They are moving forward Monday, July 26th for their final site 
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plan approval.  There will probably be very little we can do to prevent it because it is in a redevelopment 
location and has been through the land use laws.  Burlington-Columbus Road is weight restricted because 
of the bridge and it has been a decision in this community and the county for over 35 years to keep that 
weight restricted so that the landfill trucks don’t go up Burlington-Columbus Road.  If all of the traffic 
does not go to 295, it is coming down Florence-Columbus Road and that needs to be improved.  While 
the Congressman is moving forward with a bill, it still has to get past the Senate and the President.  He 
said he understands that Mansfield has a tax problem but they also have to impact on their community and 
the neighboring towns. Mayor Wilkie said that he has reached out to our conflict attorney and asked him 
to review this application and, as he shared before, we will need a conflict engineer to review what is 
going on in Mansfield and he will be bringing that back to Council at a later meeting. 
 
Mayor Wilkie stated that we are waiting for the Tax Bill Certification.  The Department of Community 
Affairs has created a very good website to show comparisons.  He said that he often hears how high taxes 
are in the township and the local tax has been stable since 2012.  Our schools and our town taxes are one 
of the lowest in the county and in the state.  If you go onto the website, you will see that in Burlington 
County there are 7 municipalities that pay less in taxes than we do and some do not provide the same 
services that we provide to our community.  We get over $2 Million in PILOTs.  He is aware that there is 
negativity about the PILOTs but the reality is, the payment in lieu of taxes is a contract between the 
Township and that owner and whether that business is operational or not, they have to make those 
payments.  And while the economy is good today, these agreements were put into place back in 2012-
2015.  In 2012 Florence Township was recovering from the recession of 2008 and 2009.  We have been 
keeping the township in a stable position and we are making it economically viable for people to be able 
to stay in our community while we are investing in our community so that it is safe and we are providing 
services.   
 
Administrator 
Administrator Fazekas stated that in the alleyway of Richardson Street between West Front and West 
Third Streets there is an 18 inch sewer line that has collapsed.  Due to the thunderstorms, the work that 
was being performed had to be halted.  The bypass pump was in place and workers were out to make sure 
it stayed in place overnight and the repairs are being made.   
 
We have received bids for Phase III, the culverts and the repair of the washed out area of Potts Mill Road 
which are under review by our township engineer.  The bids are being reviewed and funding is being put 
in place for them.  Some of the bids came in a little higher but the cost of products right now has 
skyrocketed.  He will be making recommendations on those projects at the August 4th meeting. Phase II is 
well underway and progressing nicely.   
 
The Youth Academy, run by the Emergency Services, had over 25 attendees and their graduation is 
scheduled for 1:00 pm on Friday, July 23rd. 
 
Administrator Fazekas said that on a recent COVID call it was stated that the Burlington County and the 
Health Department are planning a vaccination clinic to allow children 12 and older to get vaccinated 
before they go back to school.  He spoke to the school superintendent and set up a clinic on Monday, 
August 2nd from 4:00pm – 6:00pm at the Riverfront School that will not only be for the children 12 years 
and older but open to adults as well.   
 
Administrator Fazekas stated that he and Solicitor Grant were fine tuning the wording for the Portable 
Toilet and Invasive Species/Bamboo ordinances that will be on one of the August agendas. 
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Division Of Engineering 
Ted Wilkinson, Township Engineer, gave an update on the Potts Mill Road project.  He stated that the 
storm drain work is completed and the ditch has been filled in.  The privacy security fencing will be put 
back up in the first week in August and then the yards will be restored.  The curbs and sidewalks should 
be done around August 15th and hopefully Phase III will be awarded in the middle of August and get 
contracts written up so Earle Asphalt can remain on site and keep rolling right into the next phase and 
complete all of the curbs and sidewalks and the pedestrian boardwalks all the way to Route 130.  Then the 
water main utilities will have to be updated which hopefully can be started by September. 
 
Administrator Fazekas added that Mr. Wilkinson has worked very well with Ted Lovenduski, Dave 
Lebak and our water and sewer department.  He thanked Ted Wilkinson, Ted Lovenduski and Dave 
Lebak for their hard work. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

A. Weight Restricting County Route 656 aka Delaware Avenue/Front Street Draft Resolution 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that in addition to the information that Council was provided, the 
recommendation of the engineer for the tonnage is 8 tons.  He then read the Resolution into record. 
 

FLORENCE TOWNSHIP 
RESOLUTION 2021-157 

Resolution by the Township of Florence requesting the State of New Jersey, County of Burlington and 
the Township of Burlington to approve restricting the gross vehicle weight to 8 tons along a segment of 
County Route 656, which is known as Delaware Avenue/Front Street that extends from US Route 130 
to the Burlington Township municipal boundary where the county road is known as River Road, and 
changing the designated truck route that would extend from County Route 656 (River Road) to 
Dulty’s Lane, which is a county road in Burlington Township, to US Route 130 until an alternate 
bypass route can be established as a new designated truck route. 

WHEREAS, for more than thirty years, the Township of Florence has pursued weight restricting 
Delaware Avenue and Front Street, which includes executing an agreement with the County of Burlington 
around 2000 to identify an alternate route for trucks driving through Florence Township; and 

WHEREAS, for the past ten years Florence Township has participated in several studies with the 
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC), the State of New Jersey, the County of 
Burlington, the Burlington County Bridge Commission (BCBC), and the Township and City of Burlington to 
review and recommend transportation improvements to US Route 130 and intersecting roads in the three 
municipalities; and 

WHEREAS, in particular, the “Burlington County River Route Corridor Study” prepared by BCBC 
and its traffic consultant WSP  and dated June 29, 2018, and the study titled “Freight Movement Around NJ 
Turnpike Interchange 6A” prepared by DVRPC and dated March 2018 recommended a “Connector Road 
from River Road (CR 656) to Daniels Way” that would intersect John Galt Way and ultimately US Route 
130 thereby serving as a new alternative for trucks to access industry located along River Road; and 

WHEREAS, during the past 10 to 15 years, there has been significant growth of 
warehouse/distribution facilities built in the City and Township of Burlington with a substantial amount of 
the trucks using Delaware Avenue/Front Street in Florence Township to travel to US Route 130 to access 
Interstate 295 or the New Jersey Turnpike; and  
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WHEREAS, in the spirit of cooperation, Florence Township worked with Burlington Township to 
allow the development of the Carson property, which is located in Burlington Township and is adjacent to 
the Florence Township Sewage Treatment facility, to connect to the Florence Township water and sanitary 
sewer systems, in order for the developer to avoid making an excessively long and expensive run of utilities 
to the Burlington Township water and sanitary sewer systems  and to dedicate the savings accrued resulting 
from the short run of utilities toward the cost of constructing the “Daniels Way Bypass”; and  

WHEREAS, Florence Township has issued a letter to Whitesell Inc., which owns land along the 
route for the Daniels Way Bypass, requesting its assistance in facilitating the realization of the Daniels 
Bypass, and has received Whitesell Inc.’s response denying the Township’s request; and 

WHEREAS, Dulty’s Lane became a County Road in 2020. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED Florence Township respectively requests that the State 
of New Jersey approve the County of Burlington weight restricting County Route 656, which is known as 
Delaware Avenue and Front Street in the Township of Florence, to 8 tons and changing the designated truck 
route that would extend from County Route 656 (River Road) to Dulty’s Lane, which is a county road, to US 
Route 130 until the Daniels Way Bypass is constructed thereby serving as the designated truck route.  

Council President Garganio stated that this makes a huge difference to the residents of Florence Township 
and it is good that this is moving forward.  He believes we should continue to talk to the County and 
Burlington Township and Whitesell about the bypass but it alleviates the problem that we have 
immediately and it works within the county road system.  He thinks this is a great first step forward. 
 
Council agreed to move forward with approval of the resolution. Motion by Sandusky, seconded by 
Ostrander to approve Resolution No. 2021-157. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
None at this time. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
None at this time. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
None at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.   
 
Nancy Krangar, 622 Pine Street, asked if anything has been discussed or addressed concerning the 
Lantern Flies?  Council President Garganio explained that it is being handled at the county level.  
Administrator Fazekas said that he will be talking to the County Health Department in the morning in 
reference to the clinic and he will mention it at that time.   
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Talaya Loftin, 1005 West 4th Street, addressed a few concerns.  She asked about the sewer line collapse 
and how it affects other streets.  She wanted to know what caused the problem and are surrounding areas 
going to be affected.  Administrator Fazekas explained that when we get that section of pipe out of the 
ground to examine it, we will have a better understanding as to what happened.  It looks like it’s just an 
older pipe where the top collapsed, but it is too soon to know for sure.  It is down over 13 feet so it is not 
a quick fix.  We do routinely monitor situations where pipes are failing and we have issues at the manhole 
or sometimes at residences and we do also routinely go throughout the town and check various manholes 
to make sure that everything is flowing properly.  If we start to see any back up then we start tracing it 
back to where the blockages could be.   
 
Right now, it is an emergency fix so there is a section of pipe that will be repaired.  We are going beyond 
where the collapse is and sending a camera system through our pipes and video inspecting them.  If we 
start seeing pipes that are too old or corroded or starting to show too much wear, we will put ordinances 
in place for bonding and have work done to replace them. 
 
Ms. Loftin also brought up concerns regarding the park on Union and West 2nd Streets and the basketball 
court on Woodlawn Avenue.  She said they are in need of work   
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that there are plans to do some things at the basketball court to include adding 
the same lighting that they have at the Veteran’s basketball court and putting a playground around the 
athletic field there.  He would like to work with her and the residents in the area to put a design together.  
And, as far as the RD Wood Tot Lot, they are supposed to be inspected weekly, if not daily. He has not 
been happy with that location and will address her concerns immediately and apologized that it is in the 
situation it is in today. 
 
Ms. Loftin also brought up the police and community service.  She stated that while she appreciates 
everything that the township does to engage members of the community, she still feels as though there is 
needed attention in the downtown area.  It has been her experience that when officers drive by they don’t 
even wave.  There are lot of great officers on the force and her favorite is Officer Spart and she stated that 
he is exactly what is needed for that area because he is not afraid to approach the kids and step out of his 
car and interact with the residents.  He is the only one who engages the residents in the area.  She is 
asking if maybe the police can host a basketball tournament in the downtown area and explained that 
when you have National Night Out and the Bike Rodeos, the people who are already engaged with the 
police are attending and you are not hitting those that need to be engaged.   
 
Mayor Wilkie stated that he will make sure someone reaches out to her to set up a meeting. 
 
Krstan Marter, 220 East Front Street, stated that a 4-ton limit keeps tractor trailers out, 8 ton are dump 
trucks.  And if an 8-ton truck excludes practically every truck, why do they have a 4-ton limit, what does 
that exclude? 
 
Township Engineer Ted Wilkinson answered Ms. Marter’s question, stating that typically a delivery truck 
or box truck come in 15-26 foot lengths.  A 22-foot box truck, like a Stroehmann delivery truck is almost 
7 tons, so roughly 8 tons and is not a big truck.  If you compare tonnage to a triaxle that is carrying 
asphalt or dirt, that truck is going to weigh close to 30 tons.  4-ton limits are established when you have a 
bridge that has been inspected and really can not sustain any major load.  8-ton is basically the breaking 
point for about a 15-18 foot delivery truck.   
 
Ms. Marter stated that a concern then would be the bridge on River Road and if the bridge were to give 
out and all of the trucks would have to come through town.  She was told that you cannot entrap a truck.  
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If they come in one direction and then are forced to have to go through a weight restricted area without 
having an alternative how do we enforce this, and how do we stop them from being entrapped if they 
happen to get turned around or come in from the other end?  She thinks a circle at the border would be a 
good alternative to building a bypass and then we could really rate restrict the road so that there is no 
reason for a truck to come through unless it is indeed a local delivery. 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that we passed a resolution requesting the state to support the county on doing 
this.  We need now to move forward with the details of what the county is going to agree to do.  Just like 
she mentioned on the other places where there are weight restrictions, it’s enforcement.  In his mind, the 
restriction should be where River Road and Neck Road come together so that everything is marked and 
very clear until that bypass is created at Daniels.  The roundabout that she mentioned was too expensive 
but it is a work in progress and the next step is to go to the County. 
 
Regarding Mansfield, Ms. Marter asked how it works if, we did not provide them with water and sewer 
but Burlington Township did, but they still had to come through Florence down Columbus Road to 
deliver it.  Is there some sort of right-of-way that they have?  
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that it is the County right-of-way and it was Burlington City that made an 
agreement with Margolis.  We were given the NJ/DEP permit and we said no but the NJ/DEP overruled 
us.  We were going to appeal the NJ/DEP’s decision and, after meeting with Margolis, they assured him 
that their line, their pump station and everything that was going down Burlington-Columbus Road was 
restricted just to their three facilities.  Based on that, Florence chose not to continue to fight.  Now with 
the Vanco property project, Mayor Wilkie stated that he is asking our engineer and our attorneys to 
review and find out where is it going.  That is the only way we are going to stop this because they have a 
redevelopment plan. 
 
Regarding the PILOTs, Ms. Marter stated that there is money in the PILOT programs for the fire 
department as well as the schools and it is up to the township to give that money to those entities.  We had 
a $24 Million referendum that we were trying to get passed in order to do improvements to our schools 
and, obviously no one wants to raise school taxes but that is what it would require.  She is wondering if 
our property taxes remain stable because we are keeping the money in the township that could be 
available to the fire department as well as the schools.  Our schools are still in disrepair and still need a lot 
of funding and, in order to do what we need to do, would then obviously increase our school taxes. 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that in school financing, you go out to referendum when you have a major 
project.  When things are grouped with other projects, bonds are paid out over the next 15-20 years, or 
whatever the timeframe may be, which is called a debt service payment.  The State of New Jersey will 
typically fund that at 30% so that is one of the reasons why you want to borrow money because then the 
State of New Jersey is now financing 30% of your project, whereas otherwise you get no funding.  Other 
than the first year it happened, we have provided funding at both the fire district and the school district 
since we have been getting the PILOTs.  We were fortunate that IPT gave us a little over $400,000 that 
the school district chose to use to provide the new access at the Roebling Elementary school.  The 
developer said he wanted to do something for the town, the referendum had been defeated, the school 
district let us know what they needed in order to take care of the entry and he provided $430,000 which 
came to the town and then was given to the school district in order to do that improvement.   
 
Each year, as part of the budget process, the Township reviews our revenues.  There is a restriction in the 
fire district from the State of New Jersey and we have to reimburse them for something, we cannot just 
give them cash like we can for the school district.  This year we are giving the fire district an additional 
$30,000 for a stretcher.  The other benefit for the fire district is as our ratable base has been expanding 
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since roughly 2015-2016 and they are able to go above the 2% cap that they are choosing to utilize by 
having a referendum every year.  If they were to move their budget to November, they would no longer 
have that budget vote and they would be able to stay within the 2% plus any ratable increase.  This past 
year we had a $10 Million increase in ratables, so you had 2% times the $10 million, that was then added 
on to what their tax levy could have been which gives them more money.  School districts do not get that 
option, their cap is on whatever their levy is and that is one of the reasons we give them a bigger piece 
because they have more issues. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to be heard it was the Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close 
the public comment portion.  Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Motion was made by Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to adjourn.  
Voice vote – all ayes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:54 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nancy L. Erlston, RMC 
Township Clerk 
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