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         Florence, New Jersey 
         August 11, 2021 
 
The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711 
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey.  Members of the public were welcome to attend in person or to attend 
virtually via Zoom. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Garganio at 7:00 p.m.  Council President Garganio 
led the Salute to the Flag.   
 
The Opening Statement was read by the township clerk:  This meeting is being held in accordance with 
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act.  Adequate notice was published in the Burlington 
County Times on January 10, 2021; placed on the Township website, and given to the Trenton Times for 
information. 
 
ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS 
Upon roll call the following were found to be present: 
 
Present: Frank Baldorossi, Paul Ostrander, Jerry Sandusky, David Woolston, Bruce Garganio  
 
Also Present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie; Stephen Fazekas, Township Administrator; Kelly Grant, 

Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Jenise Silinsky, Deputy 
Township Clerk 

 
Absent:  None 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
None at this time. 
 
FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to receive and file the following reports.  Voice vote – all 
ayes. 

• Township Clerk’s Monthly Report for July 2021 
• Municipal Treasurer’s Monthly Cash Reports and Budget Reports for June 2021 
• Tax Collector’s Affidavit of Tax Bill Mailing 
• Court Administrator’s Monthly Report for July 2021 
• Tax Collector’s Monthly Tax Report for July 2021 

 
Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Baldorossi to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None    Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
 
REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE  
None at this time 
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APPLICATIONS 

A. Roebling Museum, On-Premise 50/50 Raffle on September 18, 2021 from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., 
100 2nd Avenue, Roebling, NJ 08554 

 
Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Woolston to approve the application.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

• YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
• NOES:  None 
• ABSENT: None    Unanimous vote – Motion carried 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Kristan Marter, 220 East Front Street, asked about the letter being sent to the County with regards to 
weight restricting Front Street and Delaware Avenue to 8 tons and she wants to know how it is going to 
work and how far the plan to restrict is? 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that there was a meeting with the County Engineer after the last Council 
meeting. We provided a copy of the resolution and a meeting will be scheduled between Burlington 
County, Burlington Township and Florence in order to move forward with the process of weight 
restricting Delaware Avenue/Front Street.  We need the county and the townships to agree and then meet 
with the State.  We can only restrict within Florence Township. Mayor Wilkie stated that he is confident 
that the State and the County will be willing to assist in finding a solution to this problem.  In the 
resolution it suggests making Dulty’s Lane the bypass so the weight restriction would have to be from 
Route 130 to River Road and Neck Road in order to connect with Dulty’s Lane. 
 
Ms. Marter stated that if weight restriction only allows local deliveries, if we weight restrict Front and 
Delaware down to Dulty’s Lane, the trucks from Griffin will be forced to have to come in through our 
town because their bill of lading will have a Florence address on it.  They then would not be permitted to 
come in through Burlington Township because they would be passing through a weight restricted road in 
order to get to our town. 
 
Mayor Wilkie explained that the agreement is that they have to come in through Burlington Township and 
that was all part of the land use approvals.  In speaking with IPT’s owner, they had to put a rider in their 
lease agreements that all of their tenants know that they have to travel through Burlington Township.   
 
Ms. Marter then stated that the trucks are not currently doing that.  She has already seen them come into 
town and make a left into the Mitsubishi building and coming out there is signage that tells them must 
turn left in order to go out toward Dulty’s Lane but no sign incoming.  She has also seen trucks come out 
of the west side and head towards town and they turned towards town against a huge sign that is in the 
driveway exit.  If you go a little further toward the new Burlington Township building past our sewer 
plant to the driveways that they are installing closest to our sewer plant, they actually appear to be 
heading towards Florence.  They have an agreement that they have already broken multiple times, how do 
we keep them from doing that?  If we cannot just sit police down there since it’s a county road and grab 
them as they come through, if the goal is to have everyone go out Dulty’s Lane once they head our way 
they don’t have a choice.  How is this going to be enforced?  She also stated that the sludge trucks are still 
coming through town.   
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Mayor Wilkie explained that the County has the contract for the sludge vehicles to be removed.  In 
January we had requested that those vehicles use Dulty’s Lane when the area cleared.  We contacted the 
County and they were supposed to be reaching out to their contractors and directing them to go to Dulty’s 
Lane.  He was told that over the past few weeks the number of trucks have been coming in through 
Dulty’s Lane and not coming in on Front Street, other than when there is an issue where River Road was 
blocked.  Concerning the trucks coming from the landfill, we have six deliveries a day and nine on 
Saturday but they are all supposed to utilizing Dulty’s Lane.   
 
Rachel Estelow, 215 Woodlawn Avenue, asked if anything could be done about flooding near Woodlawn 
Avenue and the first warehouse driveway just past Woodlawn.  Council President Garganio stated that we 
will have someone take a look at the drains and if there is anything else that needs to be done it will be 
addressed. 
 
Katherine Tallon, 53 Oak Lane, New Egypt, stated that she is the President of the Crafts Creek Springhill 
Brook Watershed Association and she works in Mansfield Township and the Watershed Association runs 
from the Assiscunk on the border of Florence up to Black’s Creek in Bordentown.  They encompass most 
of Mansfield Township and Mansfield is also experiencing a lot of flooding, especially along route 130 in 
the Hedding area which borders Florence and Roebling.  It has to do with a lot of the development and the 
defunct stormwater regulations going in with these buildings.  Mansfield and the Crafts Creek Watershed 
Association has an educational opportunity next Thursday at the Rutgers Eco Complex at 7:00pm and 
they will be having 2 doctors there to talk about njmap2.com which is a GIS mapping software that 
townships can use for better planning.  The Land Use Board and Environmental Commission would 
greatly benefit from this software.  She extended an invite to anyone interested in attending the meeting. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close 
the public portion of the meeting.  Voice vote – All ayes.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
Township Auditor Reviews Annual Audit 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-169 

Approve Annual Audit for 2020 
 

Township Auditor, Michael Holt gave a brief overview of the 2020 Audit.  An exit conference was held 
on June 29th with the Administrator and Treasurer and the report was discussed in detail.  The 
Independent Auditor’s Report gave a good report for Florence Township.  All compliance issues were 
met, there are no further recommendations and the fund balance is down.  No errors were found and he 
congratulated the finance department and the administrative offices and he thanked the staff for courtesies 
extended to the audit team.   
 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve Resolution No. 2021-169 to approve the Audit 
for 2020.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2021-170 
Plan Endorsement Self-Assessment Report 

 
Mark Remsa explained that at last week’s meeting we held a public hearing on this matter and we 
received some valuable input from the public.  Council heard what they had to say and they modified the 
documents that will be sent to the County and the State and also reflected in the resolution to draw 
attention to the increased truck traffic along Front Street and Delaware Avenue that are negatively 
affecting the residents.  That equity issue is brought up in the document as well as all of the other issues 
that we discussed at that meeting.  Essentially the public hearing did what it was supposed to do, we got 
the important information and we are drawing that attention to the State and the County.  This will be 
another step forward in the plan endorsement process. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-171 
Current Estimate No. 9, Water Treatment Plant Upgrade, Phase 2 

 
Administrator Fazekas explained that this resolution is regarding the Phase 2 payment for the Water 
Treatment Plant upgrade.   

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2021-172 

Cancelling Taxes on Property Owned by Florence Township 
 

Administrator Fazekas stated that this resolution cancels taxes on properties that are now owned by 
Florence Township. 
 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve Resolution Nos. 2021-170 through 2021-172.  
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None      Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 
ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE NO. 2021-22 
Amending Chapter 134, Schedule XVI: Left Turns Prohibited 
(Intro & 1st Read)(2nd Read, Public Hearing & Adopt 9/1/2021) 

 
Administrator Fazekas explained that this is an amendment that the County Engineer’s office had 
requested regarding IPT East and West.   
 
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to adopt Ordinance No. 2021-22. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None     Unanimous vote – Motion carried 
 
REPORTS OF COMMITEES, BOARDS AND OFFICERS 
None at this time. 
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REPORTS:  ADMINISTRATION 
Mayor 
Mayor Wilkie pointed out that getting a clean audit is a great accomplishment especially since we had a 
transition of Administrators and CFOs and we were in the middle of COVID. As difficult as last year 
was, everyone did a great job and he praised the Administration, Finance and everyone for pulling 
together to make this happen.  As we know with COVID, many times the staff was working from home 
so things had changed a lot. 
 
This will be the last Council meeting until September 1, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Administrator 
Administrator Fazekas stated that on a recommendation of Chief Boldizar, Nick Czepiel will be promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant and Anthony Cardone will be promoted to the rank of Sergeant, effective August 
12, 2021.  The swearing in will be held at the September 8th Council meeting.   
 
At the last meeting, Councilman Sandusky asked for an update on the pedestrian signal at Hornberger and 
Delaware Avenues and the County Assistant Engineer relayed that they are in the process of getting an 
update of the survey at that location.  As soon as that is complete, they will contract the contractor to 
design and install the signal. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Council President Garganio asked when we project the meeting with the County will take place regarding 
weight restricting Front Street and Delaware Avenue?  Administrator Fazekas stated that we are waiting 
on responses and then we will have a better idea. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
Mayor Wilkie mentioned that there will be items for Closed Session this evening. 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH 
None at this time. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
None at this time. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.   
 
Talaya Loftin, 1005 West Front Street, said that she spoke with Lieutenant Jacoby and there is a plan put 
in place regarding police and community service in the Township so hopefully that continues.  She also 
thanked Council for the fast placement of the bleachers, stating that it helped to alleviate a lot of concern 
there.   
 
Kristan Marter 220 East Front Street, asked for an update on the old mill site.  Mayor Wilkie stated that a 
meeting is being scheduled with the EPA remotely at the end of the month to get a status update.  There 
was supposed to be a meeting with them before COVID but that was not able to happen.   
 
Hearing no one else wishing to comment, motion was made by Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close 
the public comment.  Voice vote – all ayes. 
 



Florence Township Council Regular Session 08/11/21 

141 

 

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to adjourn to Closed Session at 7:37 p.m. where no action 
will be taken.  Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Motion was made by Ostrander, seconded by Woolston to adjourn.  
Voice vote – all ayes.  Meeting adjourned at 8:11 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Nancy L. Erlston, RMC 
Township Clerk 
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