Florence Township Council Regular Session 09/08/21

Florence, New Jersey
September 8, 2021

The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal Complex, 711
Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. Members of the public were welcome to attend in person or to attend
virtually via Zoom.

The meeting was called to order by Council President Garganio at 7:00 p.m. Council President Garganio
led the Salute to the Flag.

The Opening Statement was read by the township clerk: This meeting is being held in accordance with
the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act. Adequate notice was published in the Burlington
County Times on January 10, 2021; placed on the Township website, and given to the Trenton Times for
information.

ROLL CALL OF MEMBERS
Upon roll call the following were found to be present:

Present: Frank Baldorossi, Paul Ostrander, Jerry Sandusky, David Woolston, Bruce Garganio

Also Present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie; Kelly Grant, Township Solicitor; Stephen Fazekas,
Administrative Assistant; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk; Jenise Silinsky, Deputy
Township Clerk

Absent: None

OATH OF OFFICE FOR PROMOTION
Nick Czepiel — Lieutenant
Anthony Cardone — Sergeant

Mayor Wilkie took a moment to thank the police officers for all that they did this weekend and for their
hard work and dedication that oftentimes takes them away from their families.

Lieutenant Nick Czepiel was sworn in by former Mayor Bill Berry while his son held the Bible for him.
Lieutenant Czepiel thanked Mayor and Council, Chief Boldizar, Acting Captain Jacoby, his family, the
Police Department and the town. He stated that it is a great privilege to hold the position of Lieutenant.
He also thanked his wife and family, stating it would be very hard to achieve this position without their
support. And, while he misses the road, he is excited to be able move forward and achieve great things as
a department.

Sergeant Anthony Cardone was sworn in by Mayor Wilkie while his son held the Bible for him. Sergeant
Cardone thanked Mayor and Council and Command Staff for all of the support. He also thanked his

family for always being supportive even though it is not always easy.

Chief Boldizar thanked Mayor and Council for their support and for allowing them to move forward with
these well-deserved promotions.
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After a five-minute recess, Mayor Wilkie stated that there had been an increase in the truck traffic in local
neighborhoods over the weekend. Amazon is celebrating their fifth anniversary next Monday and, in all
likelihood, the vehicles that were on the local streets were from Amazon. Mayor Wilkie stated that the
township has a meeting scheduled tomorrow at 4:00 p.m. with representatives from Amazon and from
Burlington County to address this traffic issue. He stated that he has had a number of meetings with
Amazon over the last five years and told them this needs to stop. Mayor Wilkie advised Amazon that if
they cannot get it straight, they can leave Florence Township. People need to be able to work and make a
living but we also have a quality of life issue here. There is no reasonable excuse for trucks getting lost
on the local streets over and over again. Mayor Wilkie apologized to the residents and promised that the
township would do everything they could to rectify the situation.

Mayor Wilkie said that a year and a half ago at a meeting Amazon told him that they were getting their
own GPS system. He has heard that is part of the problem right now, their GPS system is not operating
correctly. When they came before the Planning Board for site approval, they stated that they had 400
employees during the regular season and during their busy season, around Labor Day through
Thanksgiving, there were maybe about 800 employees. In 2017 they told Burlington County that they
had 1,500 employees and, at the last meeting they said there were over 2,300 employees. At that time
however, we were in the middle of COVID and Amazon was one of the lifelines for people.

Council President Garganio stated that he would like to do an evaluation with our engineering or legal
department on the approvals that Amazon has gotten from the county, the state and the township and to
see if they are operating within those approvals. Council President Garganio said enough is enough.

Councilman Sandusky thanked Administrator Fazekas, Mayor Wilkie and Chief Boldizar for how they
handled this the past couple of days. He apologized to the residents that live on Wilbur Henry Drive and
some of the other areas in town that he represents. He stated that it hurts him when it hurts them and that
the governing body doesn’t like this just as much as the residents don’t like it. If Amazon can’t operate
their facility, then we don’t need them in Florence Township.

FIFTEEN (15) MINUTES OF PUBLIC COMMENT

Lee Phillips, 217 Broad Street, thanked Council for addressing the trucks, stating that it is out of control
and they do not belong in our neighborhoods. She also asked why there is a sewer truck that often sits at
the RD Wood field. Mayor Wilkie explained that he believes he a private hauler that works for the county
and lives in the area but that he is not supposed to be parked there.

Ms. Phillips also asked if there could be speed bumps added to Broad Street. Mayor Wilkie said that we
would look into it. Broad Street is a project that involves the State when it comes to any funding. It
needs to get paved and it is definitely something we can look into as a calming device that can be put in
place.

Councilman Sandusky is wondering if there is some type of portable speed bump to try to see if it is
something that would work. Administrator Fazekas said that the engineering department is investigating.

Evelyn DeLeon, 204 East Second Street, stated that we all see what the problem is with the trucks but she
is not hearing a solution. If it has been going on for five years since Amazon came here, why are we are
still having this issue? If they cannot provide a solution to the problem then why don’t we demand a
solution from them?
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Mayor Wilkie explained that at the meetings with Amazon a solution was always presented. The issue
has to do with the fact that management at Amazon has a high turnover rate. The outgoing management
does not advise the incoming management of the problem/solutions. The traffic problems start again and
then we are forced to meet with the new management to put solutions into place again. There has been an
influx of trucks in the past few weeks and we are going to find out why this is happening. It may be that
the design of the GPS has failed. Mayor Wilkie said either way he is tired and it doesn’t have to be this
way and he is hoping to come out of the meeting with Amazon tomorrow with some solutions.

Tom Kelly, 50 East Second Street, stated that some GPS systems have a truck route already programmed
and have pre-programmed roads that trucks are only supposed to go on.

Kristan Marter, 220 East Front Street, said that it seems like a lot of trucks were going in and out of the
lot on the other side of the Turnpike bridge. There has been a steady stream of tractors coming down
Front Street and going to that facility picking up trailers and then, because it has only been within the last
few weeks, maybe this GPS thing is what has kicked in and they are pulling them back through the town
in order to get over to Amazon. She has witnessed some go out Dulty’s Lane the correct way but maybe
some better signage there to make sure the exiting vehicles all know that they have to go to Dulty’s Lane
instead of turning towards our town. Leaving Amazon, on the other hand, the Amazon sign itself is hard
to see, especially at night.

Ms. Marter also reiterated the idea of a roundabout on River Road as a solution to all of this. We can
weight restrict from that circle all the way to Route 130 and only local deliveries will be allowed through.
If we can keep the trucks from getting into the town, we keep them from being able to turn onto the side
streets. The letter that was sent about deregistering Front and Delaware as a truck route will also help.
There are solutions but something has just happened within the last few weeks.

Administrator Fazekas stated that the meeting with Amazon will include their transportation managers
from both Florence and Burlington locations, the new general, both of the transportation people as well as
the County Engineer’s Office. He agrees with Ms. Marter that a lot of these trailers are coming in from
the storage area on the other side of the Turnpike from Burlington Township. The trucks are also
jockeying in town from Burlington back to Florence and using River Road and the agreement from the
start was that they were not to be jockeying in town. We will have an update at the next meeting.

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was a Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Ostrander to close the
public portion. Voice Vote — All Ayes.

NEW BUSINESS
A. RD Wood Tot Lot and Connection to the Fifth Street Pathway

Mayor Wilkie explained that the engineer is creating a design for the RD Wood Tot Lot. He stated that
there is a bike path being planned on Fifth Street and, as part of the agreement with IPT, they are going to
create a lookout along the river. There are a lot of opportunities from Eyre Street to Front Street to
improve that area. There have also been some conversations about creating a parking lot that would
support the RD Wood baseball field and the neighborhood.

B. Woodlawn Athletic Field
The property on Woodlawn was owned by Griffin Pipe and we have an opportunity to figure out what we

want there. For the last 10-20 years or so they have been playing soccer on that field. We are going to be
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looking at some designs and coming back to Council with some ideas that will be shared with the public
to gain input to bring it all together.

OLD BUSINESS

Administrator Fazekas stated that back on June 6™ there was a power surge in Florence Township that
affected over 15 residents in the Olive Street area. Since then, he has been back and forth with PSE&G
and he hasn’t even gotten a response back from the liaison to the township at this point and he is very
dissatisfied with them. He informed Council of the emails that he sent to PSE&G but he is not getting
any responses. His recommendation is that we send a letter to the BPU on behalf of Florence Township.
Administrator Fazekas stated that when he spoke with PSE&G in August he was told that they would not
even start looking at the claims that the residents put in until they come up with the investigation report
and he has not gotten any answers from them.

Council President Garganio stated that because he was affected by the power surge, he will be abstaining
from the vote.

It was a Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Woolston to approve sending a letter to the BPU. Voice Vote
— All Ayes. Garganio — Abstained.

Administrator Fazekas also explained that after the storm in July residents from Shaver Drive, Pine Street
and Cedar Lane attended the meeting regarding the flooding and we took action and performed some
modifications to that basin and the work there has been completed.

Council President Garganio stated that, in respect to the traffic issue we had over the weekend, he would
like to see if maybe we can get a designated traffic unit and see if we can find a way within our existing
budget or with some additional funds to have the ability to go after these types of issues because he
believes enforcement is what ultimately keeps people from coming through.

Administrator Fazekas stated that he will discuss it with the Chief of Police tomorrow.
ACTION

FINANCIAL REPORTS
Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Baldorossi to receive and file the following reports. Voice vote — all
ayes.

e Township Clerk’s Monthly Report for August 2021

e Court Administrator’s Monthly Report for August 2021

e Treasurer’s Bill List

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION NO. 2021-178
Partial Payment No. 2 Potts Mill Road Improvements Phase 11

Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to approve Resolution No. 2021-178.

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows:

YEAS: Baldorossi, Ostrander, Sandusky, Woolston, Garganio
NOES: None
ABSENT: None Unanimous vote — Motion carried
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PUBLIC COMMENT
Council President Garganio opened the meeting up to the public at this time.

Patricia Kelly, 50 East 2" Street, stated that her car was almost hit 2 nights ago and she was shaken to
think that, if it was during the day, she could have been putting her daughter in the car. It is upsetting to
see everyone getting so angry about what is going on because we have so many more things to offer here,
like the ceremony that was held for Curtis Thompson’s homecoming. Those are the things that should be
celebrated. Her hope is that we can do something to better this community. She also thanked the officers
who answered the call.

Brian Hewitt, 1080 Grove Street, suggested that, in regards to the meeting with Amazon to have an actual
date as to when they are going to be pushing updates to the GPS system so we can understand and
monitor the results and see if they have indeed fixed the problem. The second suggestion is in regards to
enforcement, if that ends up being something that we have to do, he recommends weight monitoring
strips that can be installed in problem areas. These devices will monitor and alert when there is a large
weight vehicle that travels across them and it can be directly recorded and reported to the police
department.

Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was a Motion of Ostrander, seconded by Sandusky to close
public comment. Voice Vote — All Ayes.

Mayor Wilkie stated that we do have a few items for Closed Session this evening. He also wanted to
express his appreciation to the community for their support for Curtis Thompson and we will continue to
give updates as things are progressing.

Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Woolston to adjourn to Closed Session at 7:57 p.m. where no action
will be taken. Voice vote — all ayes.

ADJOURNMENT
Council returned to the Regular meeting at 8:31 p.m. No action was taken. Motion of Sandusky,
seconded by Ostrander to adjourn. Voice vote — all ayes. Meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy L. Erlston, RMC
Township Clerk
/jns
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