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         Florence, New Jersey 
         January 17, 2018 
 
The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal 
Complex, 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Ostrander at 8:00 PM.  Council President 
Ostrander led the Salute to the Flag.   
 
The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk:  Notice was sent to Trenton Times for 
information; posted on the municipal bulletin board; placed on the web-site on January 4, 2018. 
Notice was advertised in the Burlington Co. Times on January 10, 2018.  

Present:   Frank Baldorossi, Ted Lovenduski, Jerry Sandusky, David Woolston, Paul Ostrander 
 
Also present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie; Richard A. Brook, Township Administrator; Thomas A. 
Sahol, Assistant Township Administrator, Kelly Grant, Esq., Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, 
Township Clerk 
 
MINUTES 
Sandusky made a MOTION; seconded by Baldorossi to approve the following minutes. Voice vote 
– all ayes. Motion carried.  Unanimous approval. 
 

• Township Council Reorganization – January 3, 2018 
• Township Council Closed Session – January 10, 2018 
• Township Council Regular Session – January 10, 2018 

 
FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
It was the MOTION of Lovenduski; seconded by Woolston to receive and file the Court 
Administrator’s Report for December 2017 and the Tax Collector’s Water & Sewer and Tax 
Reports for December 2017.  Voice vote - all ayes. Unanimous approval. 
 
It was on the MOTION of Woolston; seconded by Sandusky to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:  None                                                      Motion carried.    Unanimous approval. 
 
REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE  

A. NJ ABC   RE: Social Affair Permit - Florence FOP Lodge #210  
Night at the Races to benefit Relay for Life, February 3, 2018 - 6:00p.m. to 12:00 a.m. 
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B. Letter from Florence Township Planning Board Solicitor David Frank, dated January 6, 
2018 regarding Redevelopment Plan Recommendation Block 160.01, Lots 4, 11.01, 11.02 
and 24. 
 

C. Letter from Richard E. Andronici announcing his retirement as of April 1, 2018. 
 

D. Letter from Martin Eckert, Recreation Coordinator, requesting that the Council  
approve the donation of a certificate for one year of free recreation fees for up to two  
children in a family to the Riverfront School PTO to be included in the Basket  
Bonanza Raffle. 

 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Sandusky to receive and file Correspondence A-D.  
All ayes.  
 
APPLICATIONS 

A. Propel 100 Charity Bike Ride, Saturday, June 30, 2018 – Request to use Marter Park as a 
rest stop 

• Memo from Chief Brian Boldizar regarding Propel 100 Charity Bike Ride 
 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Baldorossi to approve the application.  All ayes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public at this time.   
 
Joe Csik, 45 East Fifth Street, asked about the letter regarding the redevelopment plan.  Mayor 
Wilkie explained it is going to be the Weiss property, more commonly known as the Totten 
property, the corner lot across Cedar Lane from the Wawa.  Council is introducing an ordinance 
tonight to adopt the plan.  The public hearing will be at the February 7 meeting.  The plan includes a 
Marriott Hotel with over 100 rooms, a nice restaurant and apartments that will help the township 
meet its COAH requirements.  It will also include the traffic improvements needed for Route 130 
and Cedar Lane.   
 
Melanie Mieczkowski, 1000 West Fourth Street, said someone asked at a previous meeting if the 
Council meetings could be live streamed.  She wanted to know if there was an update.  Mayor 
Wilkie said the township has done some research into it.  It is something the administration is still 
working on and they are trying to figure out the logistics. 
 
Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Woolston to 
close the public portion of the meeting.  All ayes.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-43 

Approve Renewal Application 2017-2018 
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Plenary Retail Consumption License 
Vito in Florence, LLC 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-44 

Approve Current Estimate No. 3 for Contract for 
Water Treatment Plant Upgrades to: 

MBE Mark III Electric, Inc. 
213 Main Street 

Madison, NJ 07940 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-45 
Approve Renewal Application 2017-2018 

ABC Plenary Retail Consumption License 
F&A, Inc. 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-46 

Authorize Filing a Municipal Alliance Grant 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-47 
Authorize Refund 

Housing Inspection Fee 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-48 
Approve Release of Maintenance Bonds 

Burlington Stores 
Water & Sewer Bonds 

Water Bond #LPM763610000  Sewer Bond #LPM763309900 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-49 
Deny Request for Maintenance Bond Release for Sitework 

Burlington Stores 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-50 
Approving Rejection of Contract Bids and 

Authorizing Re-Advertisement for 
Bids for the Demolition of 111 Norman Avenue 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-51 

Authorizing Refunds of Certain Tax Overpayments 
 

It was the Motion of Lovenduski and seconded by Sandusky to approve Resolution Nos. 2018-43 
through 2018-51.   

 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
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NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 
 
ORDINANCES 

ORDINANCE 2018-01 
ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO 

ESTABLISH A CAP BANK 
(N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-45.14) 

(1st Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption 02/07/18) 
 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Sandusky to approve Ordinance No. 2018-01 
and set the public hearing and adoption for February 7, 2018.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-02 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE AMENDING 

ORDINANCE 2017-28, SPECIFICALLY CHAPTER 79, SECTION 14 OF THE 
TOWNSHIP CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE ENTITLED 

“FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION-VARIANCE PROCEDURE” 
(1st Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption 02/07/18) 

 
Administrator Brook said after Superstorm Sandy the state and federal government wanted 
municipalities to tighten their codes.  Florence Township did that and it was submitted to the 
DEP.  They authorized its approval and the township adopted the ordinance.  The state then 
asked for an additional citation in the ordinance.  The ordinance was amended and the DEP 
gave the approval to adopt the ordinance.  This is cleaning up the last ordinance that was 
recently adopted.   
 
It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Sandusky to approve Ordinance No. 2018-02 
and set the public hearing and adoption for February 7, 2018.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-03 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE 

ADOPTING A REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR PARCELS 
WITHIN THE ROUTE 130 REDEVELOPMENT AREA 
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(1st Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption 02/07/18) 
 

It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Sandusky to approve Ordinance No. 2018-03 
and set the public hearing and adoption for February 7, 2018.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-04 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 134 OF THE FLORENCE TOWNSHIP CODE 
TO ESTABLISH PARKING RESTRICTIONS ON PORTIONS 

OF TILTON LANE AND IRON STREET 
(1st Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption 02/07/18) 

 
Assistant Administrator Sahol said the township was approached by a resident of McHugh 
Court that backs to Tilton Lane.  He indicated a concern with motorists parking on Tilton 
Lane to the dead end that is adjacent to the tracks and the ability for emergency vehicles to 
be able to get down the street.  It is a narrow roadway.  It was reasonable request and it was 
reviewed by the police and fire departments.  From Hamilton Avenue to the tracks there will 
be no parking. 
 
Iron Street was something that was brought to the township’s attention by the police 
department.  There is also a narrow section on this street and two vehicles would not be able 
to pass safely.  Traditionally there has been no parking on the east side of Iron Street from 
Front Street to Third Street.  This will bring into code compliance what has always been 
abided by.     
 
It was the Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Lovenduski to approve Ordinance No. 2018-
04 and set the public hearing and adoption for February 7, 2018.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-05 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE 
OF A GRANT OF EASEMENT OF APPROXIMATELY 

75.60 SQUARE FEET IN FAVOR OF FLORENCE TOWNSHIP 
ON A PORTION OF PROPERTY IDENTIFIED 
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ON THE MUNICIPAL TAX MAP AS 
BLOCK 35, LOT 1 

(1st Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption 02/07/18) 
 

Assistant Administrator Sahol said during the 2017 Road Program there was opportunity to look at 
an existing tight radius that created a more than 90 degree turn to go from Winter Street onto 
Riverview.  The resident was there while it was being inspected and he said he would not mind if 
the municipality wanted to work with him.  He agreed to convey about 75 square feet of land so the 
corner could be substantially pulled back, allowing for ease of movement for larger vehicles.  The 
curb has been moved back.  This ordinance creates the easement across that corner. 
 
It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Lovenduski to approve Ordinance No. 2018-05 
and set the public hearing and adoption for February 7, 2018.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 
 
REPORTS 
Committees, Boards and Officers:  
Councilman Sandusky said he wanted to report that last Thursday the Environmental Commission 
met and re-elected Paul Ordog as the President.  David Mudge as the Vice President and Joe Csik as 
the Secretary.  It was a good meeting and only one person was absent but it was excused.  The 
commission is on top of the Elcon issue.  Elcon has reapplied and it is being watched. 
 
Administration   
Mayor 
Mayor Wilkie said for the public’s information, Resolution 2018-46 was for a grant in the amount 
of $8701.00.  It is for the Municipal Alliance.  It has been reestablished through the police 
department, recreation and the school district to develop certain programs.  He outlined some of the 
initiatives that have been done and other activities that are planned for this year.   
 
Mayor Wilkie said he wanted to recognize Officer Anthony Johnson.  During one of the storms a 
few weeks ago he responded to a call and resolved it.  Then he saw two resident’s driveways were 
not shoveled out.  He proceeded to shovel them out.  The resident reached out to the administration 
to say Officer Johnson went above and beyond.  Also, Officer Czeipel pulled up on a car that was 
stopped on Route 130.  The resident had run out of gas.  He took the resident to get gas and brought 
him back.  Administrator Brook said one of the Water & Sewer employees, James Karwacki, 
responded to a call.  It was late at night and it was an elderly woman with no water.  He realized she 
was crippled and recently lost her husband.  He went above and beyond and made sure she had 
water service before he left.  The township is appreciative of the efforts of the employees. It is 
representative of the township employees.   
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Mayor Wilkie said Reverend Fred Jackson will become the new pastor of Saint Paul’s Baptist 
Church this Sunday.  He asked that if anyone was planning to attend they reach out to the church 
and let them know.  He said he and Councilman Sandusky were planning to attend.   
 
The township has received notice from the EPA.  The township has been working on the 
redevelopment of the Roebling Steel site.  The EPA said the site is now ready for re-use.  The 
federal government has had control of the site since 1982.  It is one of the largest sites.  By bringing 
a redeveloper in it saves the taxpayers money.  There is no one for the EPA to try and charge for the 
costs of the remediation.  Through redevelopment the site can be cleaned up and be an asset to the 
community.  It is good news.   
 
Municipal Administrator 
Administrator Brook thanked Clerk Erlston and the other employees that put together the Free 
Rabies Clinic.  There were over two hundred licenses issued and there were one hundred eighty-one 
vaccinations given.   
 
Assistant Municipal Administrator 
Nothing at this time. 
 
New Business 
Councilman Sandusky said his daughter said the building across from Roebling School that is 
empty is an eye-sore.  She suggested to him the township could buy it and knock it down and make 
it a parking lot for the school.  He wanted to know if when a bank forecloses on a house, does it 
continue to pay the property taxes on it.  Solicitor Grant said the bank would make the tax 
payments.  The bank foreclosed on the building and it is sitting there empty.  The bank is trying to 
market it.  He asked if the bank would be responsible for doing some work on the building.  Mayor 
Wilkie explained the property never received a Certificate of Occupancy and there is a lot of work 
that still needs to be done.  Solicitor Grant said the bank is not obligated to do anything further.  
Administrator Brook explained that the asking price for the property is extremely high.  It is a 
deterrent to possible buyers.   
 
Board of Health 

• Board of Health Reports received December 22, 2017 
 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Woolston to receive and file the reports.  All ayes. 
 
Public Comments: Open to the Public 
Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Don Kamienski, 10 McCay Drive, asked about the Totten Property.  He asked how far the property 
goes.  Mayor Wilkie said the property runs to the storage unit rental property. 
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Ms. Mieczkowski thanked Clerk Erlston for getting CART at the Rabies Clinic to provide low cost 
chipping.  There were thirty-one pets chipped.  It was her first time at Florence’s Rabies Clinic and 
she was impressed with how well it was run.   
 
Mr. Csik said he would hate for the building across from Roebling School get knocked down for a 
parking lot.  He asked if it could be turned into some kind of facility for the community.  
Councilman Sandusky said he suggested a parking lot but was hoping someone might come up with 
a better idea.  Mayor Wilkie reviewed some of the facilities the township has that have decisions 
that need to be made about them.  He would like to see someone in the private sector move forward 
on the vacant building.   
 
It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Lovenduski to close the public comments.  All ayes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
8:26 PM MOTION of Woolston; seconded by Baldorossi to adjourn to Closed Session.  Roll call 
vote – all ayes.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy L. Erlston 
Township Clerk 
/aek  
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