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         Florence, New Jersey 
         February 21, 2018 
 
The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal 
Complex, 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Ostrander at 8:00 PM.  Council President 
Ostrander led the Salute to the Flag.   
 
The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk:  Notice was sent to Trenton Times for 
information; posted on the municipal bulletin board; placed on the web-site on January 4, 2018. 
Notice was advertised in the Burlington Co. Times on January 10, 2018.  

Present:   Frank Baldorossi, Ted Lovenduski, Jerry Sandusky, David Woolston, Paul Ostrander 
 
Also present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie; Richard A. Brook, Township Administrator; Thomas A. 
Sahol, Assistant Township Administrator, Kelly Grant, Esq., Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, 
Township Clerk 
 
OATH OF OFFICE – JAMES E. FORD, DETECTIVE SERGEANT 
Mayor Wilkie said this was a special night.  He called for James Ford and Chief Brian Boldizar.  
Detective Sergeant Ford’s children held the bible while Mayor Wilkie administered the oath.   
 
Chief Boldizar thanked the Mayor and Council for their support of the police department.  It allows 
for promotions such as this one.  The chief said when he was first promoted to sergeant, then-
Sergeant Ford spent a lot of time with him on the road.  He knew that when he was working with 
Sergeant Ford, he had to have is manual on the passenger seat because they would be getting into 
something.  Detective Sergeant Ford is very focused and does a great job.  He cares about Florence, 
just as all the officers do.  It is not just a job to any of them, they have the desire to do the job.  
Detective Sergeant Ford has that desire.  He has no doubt he will do a great job and make the town 
proud.  He congratulated Detective Sergeant Ford.   
 
Detective Sergeant Ford thanked the Mayor and Council for recognizing him this evening.  He 
appreciates their support.  He thanked Chief Boldizar and the command staff for this opportunity.  
He looks forward to it with excitement.  He said no man is successful without hard work, support 
and a little bit of luck.  He believes in giving back and believes there are people attending this 
evening that have given him education, training and experience that helped make him the successful 
person he is today.  He fully intends to give back to the younger officers and the others who work in 
the detective bureau with him and the community itself.  He thinks through hard work and a little bit 
of luck they will all continue to provide the service that the town has come to expect.  He wanted to 
thank some people for supporting him through the years.  The first was retired Chief Stephen 
Fazekas for taking a chance on him way back when and putting him in the Detective Bureau.  He is 
“living the dream.”  He thanked former Chief Alvin Scully for his support as well.  Without his 
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tutelage and experience he wouldn’t be living this dream today.  He thanked his partners in the 
Detective Bureau for the years leading to now.  What is shown on television about partners in the 
Detective Bureau, that is real.  Someone who has never experienced it would not understand.  To 
know that they have your back is a feeling he can’t describe.  Lastly, behind every successful man is 
a good woman.  He thanked his wife for all of her support.  He thanked his children for their 
support and both his wife and children for all of their love and patience.  He thanked everyone for 
the opportunity and said that he would not let them down.   
 
Mayor Wilkie acknowledged former officers who were in attendance.  He also thanked the current 
officers in attendance for their support.  There is great leadership and a great police department.   
 
At this time there was a short recess.     
 
MINUTES 
Sandusky made a MOTION; seconded by Lovenduski to approve the following minutes. Voice vote 
– all ayes. Motion carried.  Unanimous approval. 
 

• Township Council Closed Session – February 7, 2018 
• Township Council Regular Session – February 7, 2018 

 
FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
It was the MOTION of Woolston; seconded by Baldorossi to receive and file the Court 
Administrator’s Report for January 2018 and the Tax Collector’s Tax Report and Water & Sewer 
Report for January 2018.  Voice vote - all ayes. Unanimous approval. 
 
It was on the MOTION of Sandusky; seconded by Woolston to approve the Treasurer’s Bill List.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:  None                                                      Motion carried.    Unanimous approval. 
 
REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE  
None at this time. 
 
APPLICATIONS 

A. Sts. Stephen & Barnabas Episcopal Church’s Eighth Annual Car and Truck Show 
September 15, 2018. 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (Sept. 16th rain date) 
 

B. On-Premise Merchandise Raffle, Hope Fire Company to benefit  
Amazing Mutts Puppy Rescue on March 23, 2018 from 6:00 p.m. to 12:00 a.m.  
at Bung’s Tavern, 2031 Route 130 North 

 
It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Baldorossi to approve Applications A & B.  All ayes. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public at this time.   
 
Don Kamienski, 10 McCay Drive, asked if the diagram of the Totten Property was approved by the 
county.  Mayor Wilkie explained that with a redevelopment plan, the first part of the process is for 
the town to provide approvals.  Once the applicant has an approved redevelopment plan, they will 
need approvals from the Planning Board, the Department of Transportation and county approval.  
All of that needs to happen before the project can move forward.   
 
Mr. Kamienski said there were at least 100 cars on Route 130 near the site backed up from the 
current jughandle.  He is afraid if the proposed roundabout is installed it will cause even worse 
traffic issues.  Mayor Wilkie said what Mr. Kamienski pointed out is the exact reason the new 
roundabout was the recommendation for the intersection.  The DOT and County Engineering Office 
both recommended it.  He described some of the other options and why they were not viable options 
for the area and the future development there.  He noted that it is a county road, so the county would 
have the final say in what would be there and would be responsible for maintaining it.  He 
suggested going to Cinnaminson and looking at the roundabout that is there to see how it will 
function.  Mr. Kamienski said he doesn’t think people will be receptive to this and there will be a 
problem.  Mayor Wilkie reminded him that there is a problem there currently.  This is a good 
solution. 
 
Council President Ostrander said this proposal will allow room for more traffic and will help with 
the backup on Route 130.  Right now there is very little space and it is a poor design.   
 
Mayor Wilkie said what is not shown are the improvements on the opposite side.  Right now, when 
you get to Cedar Lane from Route 130, there is one lane and a vehicle turns left or right.  The new 
proposal is to have two lanes, one for each turn.  This will help alleviate the backup there. 
 
Fred Wainwright, 1011 Cedar Lane, said when the jughandle was installed, it eliminated a lot of 
problems.  He is worried if it is taken out the trucks won’t be able to maneuver the intersection.  
Mayor Wilkie said it won’t be a straight right, there will be a right turn only lane.  That is part of the 
design.  Mr. Wainwright thinks the new design will work as well for trucks as it does now.  Mayor 
Wilkie said right now, the trucks are blocking traffic.  This plan will alleviate that.         
 
It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Sandusky to close the public portion of the meeting.  
All ayes.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-60 
Approve Alcoholic Beverage Control License 

Person to Person Transfer 
Plenary Retail Consumption License 
From Estate of Samuel O. Paglione to 

VRS Holdings 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-61 

Approve Current Estimate No. 4 for Contract for 
Water Treatment Upgrades to: 

MBE Mark III Electric, Inc. 
213 Main Street 

Madison, NJ 07940 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-62 
Authorize Refund 

Construction Permit Fee 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-63 
Authorizing Transfer of a 2 Yard Dumpster to 

Consolidated Fire Association 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-64 
Deny Request for Maintenance Bond Release for 

Phase 2 (Sewer) 
Pulte Homes, Estates at Oak Mill 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-65 

Authorizing Refund of Water & Sewer Overpayment 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-66 
Award Contract for 111 Norman Avenue Demolition to 

Two Brothers Contracting, Inc. 
11 Vreeland Avenue, Totowa, NJ 07512 

 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski and seconded by Woolston to approve Resolution Nos. 2018-60 
through 2018-66.   

 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 
 
ORDINANCES 
None at this time. 
 
REPORTS 
Committees, Boards and Officers:  
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Councilman Lovenduski said he went to visit the Rosedale Dog Park so now he has seen all of 
them.  Now the committee can take the bests parts of the parks and begin molding something 
together to present.   
 
Administration   
Mayor 
Mayor Wilkie said at the last meeting he appointed Carl Mattson to the Alt.#2 position on the 
Planning Board.  Mr. Mattson resigned from the Recreation Committee and that created a vacancy.  
He would like to recommend that Council approve Tom Supey to fill the term expiring 12/31/21.  
He is involved in recreation programs and is a Cub Scout master.   
 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Woolston to approve the appointment.  All ayes. 
 
Mayor Wilkie said he also appointed John Pagano to the Planning Board, Alt.#1, with a term 
expiring 12/31/2019.   
 
The township received some good news regarding the Potts Mill Road Grant.  The work on 
Hornberger Avenue was funded with state grant money.  It will be going out to bid to be finished 
through Second Avenue.  The township also applied for funding for Potts Mill Road and will be 
receiving $250,000.  It needs to be designed and engineered so the actual work will probably not 
begin until 2019.  That will be the first phase, there will probably be up to four rounds to complete 
that project.   
 
March 4th there is a pasta dinner at the Presbyterian Church, it’s a Saturday night.  There is also a 
soup and sandwich fundraiser March 9 from 11am-1pm at the firehouse, sponsored by the auxiliary.  
The Methodist Church will be having a roast pork dinner on March 10.  
 
The high school musical, Little Shop of Horrors, is on March 8th, 9th and 10th.   
 
March 11th is Daylight Savings Time.  We will lose an hour of sleep.   
 
The next Council meeting is not until March 14th.  He thanked Council for rejecting the bid for the 
demolition of 111 Norman Avenue.  It saved more than $20,000 going back out to bid.  This will 
clean up an eyesore in that neighborhood and improve the quality of life for the residents.   
 
Administrator Brook said he wanted to confirm for Council that the Mayor has completed the 
budget preparations and it will be introduced. 
 
Mayor Wilkie said Administrator Brook met earlier with the Township Auditor and the budget is 
being finalized and will be introduced at the March 14th meeting.  The rate is remaining the same 
that it has been since 2012.  It will still meet many initiatives that have been discussed.  There will 
also be a state review so the process could be a little more lengthy and final approval could take a 
little longer to receive because of the state involvement.   
Municipal Administrator 
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Administrator Brook said Councilman Woolston has been working with the Director of Water & 
Sewer regarding Garelick Farms.  They did put in a temporary scrubber system about two weeks 
ago.  So far things have been going rather well.  They are going through the permit process now 
with the DEP to install a permanent scrubber. 
 
There is a project in the township on Florence-Columbus Road called LB Solar.  It goes back many 
years.  Mark Dimon was the primary applicant.  Mr. Dimon never completed the project and never 
received a Certificate of Completeness.  He has been slow to try and complete the job so he 
continues to have to post a Performance Bond.  His Performance Bond is in the amount of $87,030, 
posted by UBS Financial Services.  That bond comes due toward the end of March.  Mr. Dimon told 
the bonding company to resubmit a Letter of Credit without any action from the governing body 
and without completing the job.  He also asked them to reduce the bond.  Administrator Brook 
spoke to the bonding company and they said they were authorized by the client to reduce the bond 
significantly.  He advised that would be unacceptable and he drafted a letter that he sent advising 
the township would need to hear from them by February 2nd and the bond would need to be reposted 
in the amount of $87,030 or the township would file a claim against them.  Why Mr. Dimon would 
authorize the bonding company to reduce the bond from $87,030 down to $25,000 is 
incomprehensible.  It is actually irrational.  The only option he has left for the township is for the 
administration to ask for Council to pass a motion to authorize the township to file a claim against 
the bonding company so they can post the true amount of the bond.  There would be a resolution on 
March 14th to memorialize the motion.  It is very rare.  Most developers are extremely diligent and 
are respectable when it comes to these issues.  On this particular matter the township did not hear 
from the bonding company or from Mr. Dimon, who was copied on the letter.  He asked for a 
motion this evening and it will be memorialized with a resolution.  In the meantime, the township 
would notify the bonding company formally in writing of the township’s intention to file a claim 
and that the bond is not being released.   
 
It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Lovenduski authorizing the township to file a claim 
against the bonding company.  All ayes. 
 
Administrator Brook said for the record, the township did give Mr. Dimon an opportunity to come 
in a meet with the administration and talk about the issues.  For whatever reason he never called or 
stopped in to meet with anyone.       
 
Assistant Municipal Administrator 
Assistant Administrator Sahol said the Mayor briefly mentioned the Road Program when he was 
talking about the grants.  He and Engineer Biegen have gone over the plans for the Road Program 
and Hornberger Avenue, as well as the Community Development Block Grant for the rehabbing of 
the Friday Property; all of these are being pieced together now and the copies will be submitted to 
the Council members so they can review the information and express any concerns.  He would 
appreciate any comments.  It is about a month before there is another Council meeting.  He asked 
that the information be reviewed and if there would any issues he would like to hear them.  There 
were some concerns from residents that were relayed to some Council members regarding locations 
of sidewalks and other pedestrian issues.  He shared the rehab of the Friday Property with the 



Florence Township Council Regular Session 2/21/18 

 

Page 7 of 7 

 

Scouts Program to get their input.  It was designed on their input initially but he would like their 
final input.  He is waiting to hear back from them.  Regarding Hornberger Avenue, the third phase 
is up and there was discussion regarding traffic calming and some changes at Second Avenue to 
move some curbing and possibly installing a splitter island.  That will be shown on the plans.  Also, 
in this bid, the township will be providing the contractors a longer amount of time to prepare the 
bid.  It is a very big Road Program. 
 
Council President asked if there had been any feedback from the project being done by the county 
on the Riverbank Stabilization.  Assistant Administrator Sahol said he has not heard anything at all.  
He will ask Engineer Biegen to provide a status update.  His office is involved.  Councilman 
Sandusky asked if the county would be inspecting neighboring homes to be sure there was no 
damage from the work.  Assistant Administrator Sahol said he will find out if there has been any 
contact with the residents.  Mayor Wilkie said Councilman Lovenduski told him he felt his own 
house shaking so most likely the people right next to it are feeling the ground shake.   
 
Public Comments: Open to the Public 
Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Mr. Wainwright thank the Mayor and Council for addressing the creek.  He then reminisced about 
what used to be on some of the properties on Rt. 130 in the area of the Totten Property.   
 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Woolston to close the public comments.  All ayes. 
 
New Business 
Councilman Sandusky said the new wooden fence by the river on Front Street looks good.  There 
was a lot of work done there and it is an improvement, but with all of these efforts, the landscaping 
will need to be done right.  He thinks the flowerpots that are getting broken should be replaced with 
wooden boxes for flower beds.  Assistant Administrator Sahol said he has had the same thought.  
Earlier in the day he requested the county do all the stump grinding along Front Street and he 
authorized some work to be done.  It would include reconditioning the turf area and re-establishing 
the seed and he was going to inquire about putting in more durable planners.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
8:39 PM MOTION of Lovenduski; seconded by Sandusky to adjourn to Closed Session.  Roll call 
vote – all ayes.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy L. Erlston, RMC 
Township Clerk 
/aek  
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