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         Florence, New Jersey 
         April 4, 2018 
 
The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal 
Complex, 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Ostrander at 8:00 PM.  Council President 
Ostrander led the Salute to the Flag.   
 
At this time there was a Moment of Silence to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
 
The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk:  Notice was sent to Trenton Times for 
information; posted on the municipal bulletin board; placed on the web-site on January 4, 2018. 
Notice was advertised in the Burlington Co. Times on January 10, 2018.  

Present:   Frank Baldorossi, Ted Lovenduski, Jerry Sandusky, David Woolston, Paul Ostrander 
 
Also present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie; Richard A. Brook, Township Administrator; Thomas A. 
Sahol, Assistant Township Administrator, Kelly Grant, Esq., Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, 
Township Clerk 
 
PRESENTATION 
Commending Matthew Swart on Achieving Eagle Scout 
 
Mayor Wilkie said the township had the honor of having another Scout attain the distinction of 
Eagle Scout.  In his seven years of being mayor there have been many.  He credits this to the 
leadership of the Scouting program.  He recognized Leader Al Garcia who was in attendance.  It is 
one of the largest Scout groups in the area and is very active.  Matthew was called forward at this 
time.   
 
Mayor Wilkie said it was his understanding that every Eagle Scout must perform a project.  The 
Columbus Baptist Church had a food pantry and it was in an area that wasn’t easily accessible.  
Matthew relocated it to a more fitting location and also had a food drive to stock it.  The projects 
must also be sustainable.  This was set up so that it can continue on.  Mayor Wilkie commended 
him.  He presented a clock to Matthew.   
 
Matthew thanked the Mayor and Council and said Florence was a great environment to grow up in 
and helped make this achievement possible.  He thanked everyone for the continued support and 
recognized the support of the Scouting program.   
 
Al Garcia thanked everyone for the support the program receives from the township and the 
schools.  It couldn’t be done without the support of everyone in town.  The scouts love the 
relationship they have with the community and it is a true give and take.  Any time the town needs 
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something from the scouts the program is ready and willing to do whatever it can to help.  He was 
happy to report there are two more Eagle Scouts who are in the process of performing their projects.  
He has been meeting with township officials to get the projects approved.  Immediately after them, 
there is a group of four potential Eagle Scouts who are coming up in the next two years.  It is a large 
troop of over forty scouts.  The Cub Scout Pack also continues to be one of the largest in the area.  
Scouting is very strong in Florence.  In August the program will expand to include girls as well.  It 
will become a true family Scouting Program.   
 
Mayor Wilkie and Council thanked Mr. Garcia for all that he does.     
 
MINUTES 
Sandusky made a MOTION; seconded by Lovenduski to approve the following minutes. Voice vote 
– all ayes. Motion carried.  Unanimous approval. 
 

• Township Council Closed Session – March 14, 2018 
• Township Council Regular/Executive Session – March 14, 2018 

 
FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
It was the MOTION of Sandusky; seconded by Woolston to receive and file the Tax Collector’s 
Monthly Tax Report for February 2018, Chief of Police’s Monthly Report for February 2018 and 
the Township Clerk’s Report for March 2018.  Voice vote - all ayes. Unanimous approval. 
 
It was on the MOTION of Lovenduski; seconded by Woolston to approve the Treasurer’s Bill 
List.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:  None                                                      Motion carried.    Unanimous approval. 
 
REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE  

A. Memo from Martin Eckert, Jr., Recreation Coordinator, regarding request from FTMHS 
PTO for certificate of recreation fee for basket raffle at Prom Fashion Show fundraiser to be 
held on March 23, 2018 

 
B. Social Affair Permit for Eats N Beats Food Truck and Music Festival to benefit Muscular 

Dystrophy Association, April 21, 2018 from 12:00pm to 5:30pm at the Roebling Museum 
 
It was the Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Woolston to receive and file correspondence A & B.  
All ayes. 
 
APPLICATIONS 
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A. Request made by Florence Township Volunteer Fire Co. No. 1 and Boyd’s Pharmacy for the 
use of Wilkie Park on Saturday, March 24, 2018 at 10:00am for the Annual Easter Egg 
Hunt. (Rain Date: Saturday, March 31, 2018) 

  
It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Lovenduski to approve Application A.  All ayes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public at this time.   
 
Chris Pair, 937 Broad Street, said he is currently the president of the Florence Township Baseball 
Association.  The program has a project that they would like to complete.  Opening Day is April 
14th so it is kind of the eleventh hour.  It was his understanding that there were some concerns raised 
at the Recreation Committee meeting Monday night.  The association was halted in completing the 
project and he wanted to know why.   
 
Mayor Wilkie said the Recreation Committee denied the approval to change Coates Field to a 50/70 
field, especially with a date of April 14th.  There is rain and snow and the field would not be 
playable.  It was his understanding that the committee said it could not be done right now.  It needed 
to be planned, and in the fall when he met with them they were told to form a plan.  Mr. Pair said 
the association did. 
 
Mayor Wilkie deferred to Councilman Woolston, who is the Council Representative to the 
Recreation Committee.  Councilman Woolston said the committee took a vote and the members felt 
it was not feasible and it’s not safe.  The committee members all felt there should be an engineer 
involved because there are drainage issues at the field.   
 
Mike Pepe, 40 Fourth Avenue, said he believed the association approached the township at an 
earlier time but were asked to wait a while.  He discussed Burlington Township’s offer of a field but 
stated the Florence children should play in Florence. 
 
Vince Mancuso, 611 Archibald Lane, expressed his support of the baseball program and the 
renovation of the field. 
 
There was discussion regarding exactly what the association would like to do and the timing for an 
undertaking of this nature.  Council members asked questions regarding a 50/70 field.  There was 
discussion regarding the timelines for the project and the weather over January and February.  The 
association again asked to be able to begin part of the project.  They said they were told some of the 
work could be done in a couple days.  Council expressed that they were not saying the project could 
not be done but the timing is bad right now to try and use it this season.  They suggested waiting 
and doing the improvements the way they wanted to rather than just doing improvements for the 
sake of having a 50/70 field.  Council expressed they were not saying they weren’t in favor of the 
project, but they want it to be done correctly.   
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The association asked if this was something that could be done in 2018.  Mayor Wilkie said the 
engineer would need to review what is being proposed and formulate a schedule.   
 
Mr. Mancuso said he is new to coaching.  He wants to be an active member of the township and he 
loves baseball.  He discussed playing on Nyikita Field.  He understands that safety issues are a 
concern.  He thinks what the association wants to do is not asking too much.  There was discussion 
regarding recreation teams versus travel ball.   
 
Bill Bott, 64 Riverbank Riverbank Drive, said he has been listening and he believes it is a safety 
issue and not anything else. 
 
Mr. Mancuso discussed being a Recreation league and how it related to travel and tournaments.   
 
Mayor Wilkie said to resolve this situation, what is being proposed will be presented to the engineer 
and there needs to be some drafted plans.  Once that is done there will be a meeting set up to discuss 
the plan and make sure everyone is in agreement.  The township will also communicate with the 
Recreation Committee to make sure they are in agreement.  Mr. Pair will be the contact for the 
association.   
 
Joe Csik, 45 East Fifth Street, asked why the township needed a police dog.  Mayor Wilkie said 
they are used for crowd control and are essential for officers when they walk into a neighborhood 
where there is a disruption happening.  This happened not too long ago in the township.  The dog is 
also going to be trained for narcotics.  Administrator Brook explained the K9 is a tool for the 
department.  It becomes part of the force.  The township has had to call in K9s from other 
communities for various things.   
 
Councilman Lovenduski noted that officers approached Council and said there was an incident 
downtown.  The public has more respect for the police dog than they do for an armed officer.   
 
Mr. Csik asked if the Animal Control Officer has a device to detect a chip in an animal.  Mayor 
Wilkie said he believed the County Animal Shelter had it.  Administrator Brook said along with 
that, the township has posted stray animals on social media and employees have driven around to 
try and locate missing animals.  The township does whatever it can to reunite animals with their 
owners.  A dog is part of the family.  Mr. Csik asked the cost of a scanner.  Administrator Brook 
said he was not sure of the cost but the county has one.   
 
Mr. Csik inquired about the township purchasing another police vehicle.  Mayor Wilkie said the 
township buys two vehicles every year.  Mr. Csik would like to see the costs on the agenda.  
Administrator Brook said this evening is the introduction of the bond ordinance to rotate two 
vehicles out of the fleet and two into the fleet.  On April 18th the ordinance will be adopted and 
there will be a resolution authorizing the purchase of the vehicles under the state contract.  The 
resolution always states the not to exceed amount.  He offered to share a breakdown of the vehicles 
with Mr. Csik and would be more than happy to meet with him.  Police cars are extremely 
expensive because it is not just a vehicle that is being purchased but it is all the equipment.  There 
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are video systems, computer systems, etc.  There was discussion regarding the rotation of the 
vehicles.   
 
Chris Musso, 418 Arnold Drive, said he applauded the township for getting a K9.  He thinks it is 
great for the community.  He asked which officer would be the dog’s partner.  Mayor Wilkie said 
that has not been determined.  Administrator Brook said there is a selection procedure that goes 
along with the dog and the handler.  They have to be matched to be well-suited for each other.  
There are two officers in the running at the present time but a final decision has not been reached.   
 
Mr. Mancuso said being a handler of a K9 is extremely difficult.  There are extra requirements and 
it is not always convenient.  They must respond no matter what.  It is life changing and the officer is 
dedicated to the dog.  He asked if there was federal funding available for this.  Administrator Brook 
said the township did try to receive funding but was unable to do so.  It will be funding the K9 
program itself.   
 
Mr. Musso asked if it was just for the animal or did it include equipment such as a bullet-proof vest 
for it.  Councilman Sandusky said he believed someone was going to donate a vest for the K9.  Mr. 
Musso said if for someone reason it doesn’t happen his family would like to volunteer to pay for 
one.  Councilman Sandusky said the township is grateful for what the residents do. 
 
Mr. Mancuso asked if there would be repaving on Potts Mill Road.  Mayor Wilkie said it was in the 
budget and then a grant for it was received.  Administrator Brook said the grant will cover from Old 
York Road to the bridge by Creekwood Drive.  The bridge work is more technical and time-
consuming. The engineer is working on the specs and the section will be done this year, and then 
sections will be done until it reaches Route 130. 
 
It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Sandusky to close the public portion of the meeting.  
All ayes.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-83 
Approve Final Payment No. 3 for Contract for 

2015-2016 Road Resurfacing Project to: 
Richard T. Barrett Paving Company, Inc. 

400 Prospect Street 
Trenton, NJ 08618-2630 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-84 

Approve Partial Payment No. 2 for Contract for 
2017 Road Resurfacing Project to: 

Richard T. Barrett Paving Company, Inc. 
400 Prospect Street 

Trenton, NJ 08618-2630 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-85 
Approve Change Order No. 2 and 

Partial Payment Request for 
Hornberger Avenue Phase II to: 

Richard T. Barrett Company, Inc. 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-86 
Authorize the Township Water & Sewer Engineer to 

Prepare Specifications and Obtain Bids for the 
Replacement of a Water Main on West Front Street 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-87 

Authorizing Lease Agreement Between the 
Township of Florence and the 
Florence Historical Society for 

Use of the West Third Street Firehouse 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-88 
Authorize Execution of Sales Agreement Between 

Florence Township and 
Parks K-9 

18 Charles Street 
Medford, NJ 08055 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-89 

Authorizing 2018 Temporary Capital Budget for the 
Township of Florence 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-90 

Approve Request for Performance Bond Release 
First Industrial – 400 Cedar Lane 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-91 

Authorize Refund 
Home Inspection Fee 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-92 

Authorizing Participation in the 
Riverfront Police Chaplains Response Team 

 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski and seconded by Sandusky to approve Resolution Nos. 2018-83 
through 2018-93.   

 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
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YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 
 
ORDINANCES 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2018-06 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE, IN THE 
COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE 

ACQUISITION OF POLICE VEHICLES FOR THE TOWNSHIP, 
APPROPRIATING $160,000 THEREFOR, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE 

$152,000 IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE THE SAME 

 
It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Woolston to approve the ordinance and set the 
public hearing and adoption for April 18, 2018. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-07 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE, IN THE COUNTY OF 

BURLINGTON, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF 
2063 BUSTLETON ROAD IN AND FOR THE TOWNSHIP, APPROPRIATING 

$180,000 THEREFOR, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $171,000 
IN GENERAL IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 

TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE THE SAME 
 

It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Baldorossi to approve the ordinance and set the 
public hearing and adoption for April 18, 2018. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
 

ORDINANCE 2018-08 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE, IN THE COUNTY 

OF BURLINGTON, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR WATER MAIN 
REPLACEMENT ALONG WEST FRONT STREET IN AND FOR THE 
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TOWNSHIP, APPROPRIATING $800,000 THEREFOR, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $760,000 IN WATER AND SEWER 

UTILITY BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO 
FINANCE THE SAME 

 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Woolston to approve the ordinance and set 
the public hearing and adoption for April 18, 2018. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-09 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY 

KNOWN AS BLOCK 160.01, LOT 19 IN THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE 
FOR THE REMEDIATION OF BLIGHT AND FOR FUTURE ROADWAY 

INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS 
 

It was the Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Sandusky to approve the ordinance and set the 
public hearing and adoption for April 18, 2018. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-10 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE ADOPTING A 

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR PARCELS WITHIN THE 
ROUTE 130 REDEVELOPMENT AREA 

(PRIMESTONE PROPERTIES, LLC, BLOCK 163.02, LOT 13.02) 
 

It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Lovenduski to approve the ordinance and set 
the public hearing and adoption for May 2, 2018. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2018-11 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR TAX 
EXEMPTION WITH DANIEL MARK PROPERTIES, LLC FOR 

PROPERTY LOCATED AT 1301 HORNBERGER AVENUE, 
BLOCK 126.02, LOT 1.02 

 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Woolston to approve the ordinance and set 
the public hearing and adoption for April 18, 2018. 
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
 
REPORTS 
 
Committees, Boards and Officers:  
 
Councilman Sandusky reported that for the past two or three months the Environmental 
Commission did not meet.   
 
Councilman Woolston said the Recreation Committee will be hosting a Comedy Show/Dinner 
fundraiser at the Community Center on April 28.  All proceeds will support local food banks.  He 
encouraged everyone to try and attend.   
 
Administration   
 
Mayor 
 
Mayor Wilkie expressed he was glad the property at 1301 Hornberger Avenue would be finished.   
 
The Florence Historical Society will be holding its annual Open House this Sunday from 1pm-3pm 
at the old firehouse on West Third Street.   
 
He thanked the Fire Department and Boyd’s Pharmacy for the Easter Egg Hunt that was held this 
past Saturday.  It was very well-attended.  He noted the Scouts did the clean-up after the event.  It 
was nice to see so many community organizations come together.   
 
Mayor Wilkie said he received a report from the DVRC.  They identified the different intersections 
and the improvements that are necessary.  This is the first step that is needed to become eligible for 
funding.  It is an in-depth report.   
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Councilman Woolston said he has been asked many times about the Farmer’s Market.  Mayor 
Wilkie said he knew there was some discussion on social media.  It is in the Township Calendar, 
and much effort is put into getting the calendar completed.  It will most likely begin the Thursday 
after the carnival.  There were comments on social media asking why it was not held on a weekend.  
The reality is that the vendors are at bigger sites on weekends.  This began three years ago, and 
there have been many major improvements.  Things are going well. 
 
Municipal Administrator 
 
Administrator Brook said the Road Program bids were received.  The engineer is reviewing.  He 
hopes to make a recommendation for approval at the April 18th meeting.   
 
Phase I of the water plant improvements are taking place.  The goal is to be done by the end of June.  
It was delayed over the winter because of the weather.  After that there will be a bond ordinance to 
take the Florence-Columbus Road water tower out of service.  It will be a significant bond amount 
because it has been about 18 years since the tower was constructed.  This will probably be done in 
the late winter of 2019.  After that the township will move forward to do Phase II of the water plant.   
 
He said the township was able to secure a new owner for 1301 Hornberger Avenue by providing a 
5-year tax abatement program.  That property has languished for a while.  It has taken five years to 
get to this point.  The inside only needs a little bit of work and there is some paving and work to be 
done on the outside.   
 
Assistant Municipal Administrator 
 
Mayor Wilkie said there was a memo distributed by Assistant Administrator Sahol regarding the 
water line materials.  It was essentially about switching out copper to plastic.  Administrator Brook 
said he will work with Assistant Administrator to create an ordinance to authorize the change. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
Councilman Sandusky said he has been complaining about the used car lot on Route 130 by the 
Dollar Store.  He said it was very crowded and looked like a junk yard.  He went by recently and it 
looks better.  He thanked those responsible for it. 
 
Public Comments: Open to the Public 
 
Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public.   
 
Mr. Mancuso asked about the watermain project.  Mayor Wilkie explained there is an old line that is 
deteriorated.  Before the road is paved, the township would like fix it.   
 
Mr. Mancuso asked when the flushing would be taking place.  Council President Ostrander said it 
depended on where he lived, but to contact Dave Lebak at Water & Sewer for a better idea of when.  
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Mr. Mancuso said the last time it caused damage to his water filtration system and cost him a lot of 
money.   
 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Woolston to close the public comments.  All ayes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
9:13 PM MOTION of Lovenduski; seconded by Sandusky to adjourn.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  
Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy L. Erlston, RMC 
Township Clerk 
/aek  
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