Florence Township Council Executive Session 9/12/18

FLORENCE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL EXECUTIVE SESSION

SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 8:00PM

CALL TOORDER & FLAG SALUTE
Council President Ostrander called the meeting to order and led the Salute to the Flag.

SUNSHINE STATEMENT
The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk: Notice was sent to Trenton Times for

information; posted on the municipal bulletin board; placed on the web-site on January 4, 2018.
Notice was advertised in the Burlington Co. Times on January 7, 2018.

ROLL CALL
Present: Frank Baldorossi, Ted Lovenduski, Jerry Sandusky, Dave Woolston, Paul Ostrander

Also present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie; Thomas A. Sahol, Assistant Municipal Administrator; Kelly
Grant, Esg., Township Attorney; Nancy Erlston, Township Clerk

Absent: Administrator Richard A. Brook
PUBLIC COMMENT

Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public at this time. Seeing no one wishing
to be heard, it was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Sandusky to close the public comments.

BUSINESS

Assistant Administrator

Assistant Administrator Sahol said he posted some information on the township’s social media sites
about work that is going to begin on Hornberger Avenue for the new splitter island. PSE& G will be
relocating their wires tomorrow. The pole won't be in the way so the contractor can begin paving
the road next week. The contractor put some base in some of the trenches today. That is great
news.

The local Road Program contractor will be working on all of the other streets next week. They went
very quickly with the concrete work. PSE&G will also begin the milling and paving of the roads
they are doing next week. PSE&G will be starting a gas main rehabilitation project tomorrow on
Wallace Avenue between Seventh and Sixth Streets. That is the first phase, then they will be
moving to a different area of town. He posted on socia media that the township is a hub of activity
for the next few weeks and that is an understatement. The township has done everything it possibly
could to plan for all of this. If all goes well the township will be seeing some terrific improvements
over the next few weeks.
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Mayor

Mayor Wilkie said in today’ s mail there was correspondence from Roebling Arms. Next Thursday
the facility will be celebrating its 20" Anniversary. He received it today and they would like a
response tomorrow. It is scheduled for 5:00pm next Thursday. He hopes to attend. The high
school is having its Back to School Night the same evening at 6:00pm. Next Tuesday and
Wednesday will be Back to School Night for the other district schools. He requested that Assistant
Administrator Sahol let Public Works, police and the contractors working in various areas know.

Mayor Wilkie said Fire Chief Kevin Mullen’s mother passed away. Her viewing is Sunday 4:00pm
to 6:00pm at Koschek & Porter. The service is the next morning.

Sts. Stephen and Barnabas Episcopa Church is having a First Responders Mass and Breakfast on
October 14™. The mass is at 9:00am. They have done this for a number of years. They bless the
police officers, fire fightersand EMS, as well as their vehicles. They provide a brunch after.

There is a new minister at the Methodist Church and she has invited everyone to the church on
September 23" including first responders and Council. It is 11:00am at the church on Second and
Broad Streets.

This Saturday is the car show being held by Sts. Stephen and Barnabas Church on West Second
Street. The Florence Historical Society is holding its Open House on the same day from 11:00am to
2:00pm at the old firehouse on West Third Street. Because it rained last Saturday, this Saturday
will be Free Yard Sale Day.

On Monday the developers of the Griffin Pipe property will be holding an informational meeting to
present the proposed plans to the public and answer questions. It is going to be held at 7:30pm and
will focus on what is called the east side of the property. Thisiswhere the offices were; it is not the
side of the property that is aong the river. Invitations were sent to the area residents. The
application will be before the Planning Board the following Tuesday for completeness only.

OLD BUSINESS

Dog Park

Roebling Park Retention Fence

Mayor Wilkie said at the end of July he met with the various department heads to discuss different
projects that are happening in the community. One issue that was raised was that when the EPA
released the park site, it installed a chain link fence. It created a wetland area and made it very hard
to maintain the area. He remembered at the time it was installed it was decided that it could be
removed at alater time. The recommendation now isto install a split rail fence similar to what was
installed on East Front Street. The tractor would be able to go along the fence and reach over and
be able to cut and maintain the area. There are some sections where it would make this difficult but
the main concern is making sure people redlize there is a drop there. The fence would serve that
purpose. He doesn’t think there would need to be anything on the lower section. The drop is not a
major issue there. The retention basin was created and the theory is that all of the water from Sixth
Avenue to Third Avenue is supposed to run down. He suggests removing the chain link fence and
put the split rail in. That meets the concerns for trying to maintain the facility. The other piece that
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started these discussions about the fence was the idea of the dog park. The Dog Park Committee
made some recommendations. One was to put the dog park on the site being discussed by Second
Avenue. Another site was also discussed for after the EPA cleans it up. The problem is that the
clean up will not be done in the near future. What is happening today is that the entire retention
basin is being used as adog park. People walk in and let the dog loose and it is anice open area. It
is secure also. The difficulty is not being able to see if anyone is in there with their dog in some
arees.

He said he would like to suggest afenced-in area at the end of Second Avenue. Heindicated it on a
rendering of the area. He said there would be a double gate. The fence being removed from the
retention basin could be repurposed for the dog park. When afina site for a dog park is selected, it
can be moved there. For now, this would create a secure area for people to take their dogs. The
goal right now is to be able to better maintain the facility. There are a lot of weeds and it looks
terrible.

There was conversation about what was presented by the Roebling Park Committee. He discussed
some of the suggestions and where they might go on the site.

Don Kamienski, 10 McCay Drive, said most dog parks have two areas — one for big dogs and one
for little dogs. He is hearing that is not going to occur in this case. Mayor Wilkie said heistrying
to control the vegetation but wanted to provide something for the people that have been using the
basin for their dogs. He is not creating an official dog park, just creating an enclosed, fenced area.
Once Council decides where the dog park will ultimately be, there will be two separate areas.
Councilman Lovenduski said the fence will be reused for an actual dog park. There will be afence
installed for now but it is not going to be called adog park. Itisstill inthe planning stages.

It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Lovenduski, to remove the fence and move it to the
new site. All ayes.

Mayor Wilkie said the township is addressing many of the issues that were raised by the Roebling
Park Committee. The additional parking will be happening this year. The trees and benches are
being installed. He indicated an area where a fishing pier was proposed. Perhaps in the 2019
budget funds could be included to create a more suitable fishing pier. Mayor Wilkie said looking at
the list, it indicates putting a roof over the concrete railroad foundation. The township can’t do that
because it doesn't have access to it at this point. It was also suggested there be parking on
Riverside Avenue at the northeast end of the site in the existing mill. Again, there is no access to
the existing mill for the township. In the current Road Program there are plans for parking along
Riverside Avenue. Councilman Baldorossi said there was talk about putting in groves of trees.
There are some trees that were installed that are doing really well. Assistant Administrator Sahol
said they are key. They were atrial run to see if planting there would be successful. They were
from a grant and are an urban-environment species of tree. It is going to be hard because the soil is
mostly sand.

Councilman Sandusky said if the park is going to be beautified, there should be permanent
bathroom facilities there. The outhouses and portable toilets are a thing of the past. The question
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comes up about who would take care of them. He thinks the township has enough people to be able
to maintain them. There needs to be some kind of permanent facility. He looked at the other parks
and there haven't been many improvements to the Green Acres parks in the township. Wilkie Park
used to have grills, checkerboard tables and other amenities but they aren’t there anymore. He
would like to see more improvements. Councilman Woolston expressed his concern about trying to
install permanent facilities and some of the challenges that would arise.

Councilman Lovenduski said the gazebo that was proposed might be something nice to try and do.
Mayor Wilkie said the township would need to figure out a maintenance program before large items
areinstalled. The challenge is going to be how things are maintained.

Mayor Wilkie directed everyone's attention to the Veteran's Park area in Florence. There is a
parking lot and Brookdale Living in the area. He indicated where the basketball courts and various
gports fields were located. He indicated an area toward the back of the site where a dog park could
possibly be located. The township will be acquiring more property from the former Griffin Pipe
site. He suggested an area for parking for the dog park. He said the location was large enough for
the type of park Mr. Kamienski had mentioned. It is an option to consider. Councilman Sandusky
said heisal for the dog parks as long as the dog owners will stop taking their dogs onto the playing
fields. He sees people doing that. A lot of them don’t clean up after the animals.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Mr. Kamienski said he wanted to let Assistant Administrator Sahol know that as of 5:00pm McCay
Drive was about eighty percent finished in terms of curbs and sidewalks. There might be a day or
two before the milling can begin.

It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Lovenduski to close the public comments. All ayes.

ADJOURNMENT
8:34 PM MOTION of Sandusky and seconded by Lovenduski to adjourn. Roll call vote — all ayes.
Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Nancy L. Erlston
Township Clerk
aek
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