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         Florence, New Jersey 

         October 3, 2018 

 

The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal 

Complex, 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. 
 

The meeting was called to order by Council President Ostrander at 8:00 PM.  Council President 

Ostrander led the Salute to the Flag. 

 

The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk:  Notice was sent to Trenton Times for 

information; posted on the municipal bulletin board; placed on the web-site on January 4, 2018. 

Notice was advertised in the Burlington Co. Times on January 10, 2018.  

Present: Frank Baldorossi, Ted Lovenduski, Jerry Sandusky, Dave Woolston, Paul Ostrander 

 

Also present: Richard A. Brook, Township Administrator; Thomas A. Sahol, Assistant Township 

Administrator, Kelly Grant, Esq., Township Solicitor; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk 

 

MINUTES 

Sandusky made a MOTION; seconded by Woolston to approve the following minutes. Voice vote – 

all ayes. Motion carried.  Unanimous approval. 

 

• Township Council Regular Session – September 5, 2018 

• Township Council Executive Session – September 12, 2018 

• Township Council Closed Session – September 19, 2018 

 

FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE 

It was the MOTION of Lovenduski, seconded by Sandusky to receive and file the Memo from the 

CFO regarding The Sale of Bond Anticipation Notes, the Police Chief’s Monthly Report for August 

2018 and the Clerk’s Monthly Report for September 2018.  Voice vote – all ayes. 

 

It was on the MOTION of Woolston; seconded by Lovenduski to approve the Treasurer’s Bill 

List.   

 

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 

NOES:  None 

ABSTAIN:  None                                                                                                 Motion carried. 

 

REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE  

A. Letter from Judy King requesting permission to use the old Third Street Firehouse for a 

meeting on Saturday, October 6th, from 10:00am to 2:00pm. 
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B. Social Affair Permit for The Roebling Museum Octoberfest scheduled for October 13, 2018 

from 2:00pm to 7:00pm. 

 

It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Lovenduski to receive and file correspondence A & B. 

All ayes. 

 

APPLICATIONS 

A. On-Premise Merchandise Raffle, Florence Civic Association to benefit Florence Township 

Soccer Association, October 27, 2018, Veteran’s Field, 3:30pm to 6:30pm. 

 

It was the Motion of Baldorossi, seconded Lovenduski to approve Application A.  All ayes. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public at this time.   

 

Seeing no one wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Sandusky to close 

the public portion of the meeting.  All ayes.  

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-224 

Opposing the Application of Elcon Recycling Services, LLC 

Resubmitted to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection Agency for a Proposed Hazardous Waste Facility to be 

Located in Falls Township, Pennsylvania 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-225 

Approve Change Order No. 1 and 

Current Estimate No. 12 for Contract for 

Water Treatment Plant Upgrades 

To: MBE Mark III Electric, Inc. 

213 Main Street 

Madison, NJ 07904 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-226 

Award Five Year Contract to 

Exclusive Service & Maintenance Co. LLC 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-227 

Resolution Approving Agreement Between the 

Township of Florence and the Florence 

Township FOP Lodge #210 

January 1, 2018 through December 31, 2020 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-228 

Amending Resolution 2018-217 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-229 

Authorizing Public Sale of Abandoned Vehicles 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-230 

Approve Partial Payment No. 4 for Contract for 

2018 Road Resurfacing Project 

To: MECO, Inc. 

PO Box 536 

Clarksburg, NJ 08510-0536 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-231 

Reject Bids for 2018 Park Improvements 

 

Councilman Woolston recused himself from voting on Resolution No. 2018-226. 

 

It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Woolston to approve Resolution Nos. 2018-224 

through 2018-231, excluding Resolution No. 2018-226.  

 

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 

NOES:  None 

ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 

 

It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Lovenduski to approve Resolution No. 2018-226. 

 

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Ostrander 

NOES:  None 

RECUSED: Woolston 

 

ORDINANCES 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-26 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE 

AMENDING CHAPTER 134, SCHEDULE XIX OF THE 

FLORENCE TOWNSHIP CODE TO AMEND THE SPEED LIMIT 

ON RAILROAD AVENUE BETWEEN DELAWARE AVENUE 

AND CEDAR LANE 

(1st Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption 10/17/18) 
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It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Baldorossi to approve Ordinance No. 2018-23 

and set the public hearing and adoption for October 17, 2018. 

 

Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 

YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 

NOES:  None 

ABSENT: None 

 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-25 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE COMPENSATION OF 

EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPARTMENT OF POLICE OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE 

CAPTAIN AND LIEUTENANT 

(2nd Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption 10/10/18) 

 

Clerk Erlston explained the notice of the introduction and public hearing was sent to the 

Burlington County Times.  It should have published the last Sunday in September.  The 

newspaper neglected to publish any public notices for any municipalities in the county on 

that Sunday.  The township cannot have the public hearing this evening because there was 

not the required ten days between when it did publish and this evening. It was re-advertised 

and the public hearing will be on Wednesday, October 10, 2018. 
 

REPORTS 

Committees, Boards and Officers:  

Administration   

Mayor 

Municipal Administrator 

Administrator Brook said he wanted to acknowledge and thank the employees from Public Works 

and Water & Sewer who are working on the drainage basin in Golden Gate Estates.  Assistant 

Administrator Sahol meet with some of the residents this evening.  Without their assistance, the 

township would not be where it is today.  It is quite a transformation and is going back to the way it 

should be.  The residents are extremely pleased with the quality of the work.  He said a special 

thank you to Jeff Smith, who is overseeing the project.  He is very meticulous.  It will be much 

better for the residents when the job is completed.   

 

The township has received an inquiry from a gentleman who lives in one of the Crossroads 

developments about something Council may have read about.  The federal government passed some 

changes to the Tax Law.  Many of the states are trying to get around the $10,000 limit on 

deductions.  New Jersey was one of them.  In May the state came out with a Contribution Law.  

This is where someone makes a contribution to a municipality or specific department.  When it is 

done it can be used as a charitable deduction.  Unfortunately, the state never provided any 

guidelines or parameters for a municipality to implement it.  Last month the state provided an 18-

page outline that was extremely confusing.  He is not aware of any municipality that has 
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implemented it yet.  The Tax Collector is checking but the township hasn’t heard of any yet.  He 

explained to the resident that it isn’t that the township doesn’t want to do it, they need to understand 

how to do it mechanically and how it would work from the school district standpoint, from the 

county standpoint and whether it would make sense for the township to implement it.  It looks like 

the IRS is not going to be inclined to offer it as a deduction on taxes.  The township is trying to 

make sure it doesn’t do something that will confuse the public even more than the state already has.  

The intention may be good and the township just wants to make sure what it is doing is legal and at 

least make sure people are aware that if they participate it doesn’t mean there will be a deduction on 

taxes.  It is very unclear in the 18-page report how to implement this.  It is very confusing. 

 

Administrator Brook said he is not the biggest Facebook user, and there are many reasons for that.  

But there are times that there is great information out there.  There are other times information gets 

posted that is just absolutely incorrect.  Sometimes it is just untrue.  He doesn’t know where it 

comes from.  There was an incident at Tollgate and it was posted that it had to be an Amazon truck 

involved and it wasn’t.  There were posts about temporary pools.  The township was implementing 

state-required regulations.  The township wrote a letter to the gentleman who was rather vociferous 

in his comments and he never responded and never reached out to learn about the regulations.  

Recently, there was someone who indicated the Code Enforcement Official knocked on her door 

about the recycling toter being left out.  The official stated it was because of an anonymous 

complaint, but people on Facebook did not believe that.  Administrator Brook said he often takes 

those anonymous complaints himself and the township receives many of them.  He spoke to the 

Code Enforcement Official.  The residence was on Riverbank Drive.  Someone called and 

complained that there were a few buckets that had been left out on that street.  Rather than write 

them letters, the official went and politely knocked on the door.  Someone took that as him just 

riding around and knocked on the door because he saw a recycling toter out.  The truth is, the 

county missed picking it up on a Monday and they were out for a week and a half.  The county was 

wrong to miss them.  But when the official responded to the complaint, he really was responding to 

a complaint from a resident that was received.  The township knows who the resident was, but it 

can’t release the name because they asked to be anonymous.  He wanted it on the record that the 

township does receive many anonymous complaints and it tries to deal with them in a forthright 

manner.  The township seeks to find out if it is valid.  In this case, the official was caught between a 

rock and a hard place.  There is a neighbor complaining against other neighbors.  He goes there and 

sees the complaint is valid and decided to just knock on the door and ask them to just please bring it 

in.  That is all that happened.  The township employees don’t ride around and decide to single out 

specific people.  Normally when there is a complaint the township is liable to investigate and 

determine if it is valid.  If it is not valid no action is taken.  Sometimes the township has to extricate 

itself because the civil complaints between two people are so significant that it really is a civil 

matter.  The township does not get in the middle.  It just looks to see if there is a violation of the 

Municipal Code and if there is then action is taken.  He wanted it on the record and so anyone who 

reads these minutes knows that Florence Township does get many anonymous complaints.  It isn’t 

encouraged and the township tries to get residents to talk to each other and maybe work things out.  

But if a complaint is received the township is obligated to investigate and make a determination on 

the validity.  If they are, the employees just try to do their job in a straightforward, honest manner 

with residents.     
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Assistant Municipal Administrator 

Assistant Administrator Sahol said he wanted to touch on the Golden Gate detention basin.  He met 

with twelve or fifteen residents from Golden Gate Estates.  Their concerns were far and wide.  He 

answered each of their concerns.  There was a lot of misinformation out there and many things that 

were spread.  Unfortunately, social media didn’t help.  They left very satisfied and very happy.  

They understood that the town is taking full responsibility and it is something that won’t happen 

again.  It is going to be much better when it is finished.   

 

He said he would like to move on to the Road Program.  He provided a list of what he hopes will be 

the milling and paving schedule.  It is normal to have delays because of weather and other factors.  

The township added a substantial amount of change order work simply because there were things 

that had to be done that the township could not turn a blind eye to.  It did extend the project.  

October 10th through 12th some of the selected streets are going to be milled.  They would be paved 

on a Saturday.  This has been done in the past.  Those streets were selected because they are not 

heavily parked.  They have driveways and alternatives for the residents.  The township intentionally 

would not try to pave streets with on-street parking during a weekend.  It also would never be done 

in the Village.  There are some streets that weren’t mentioned on the list.  The township, working 

with the contractor, will continue to evaluate but this is the schedule for now.  They are working on 

Wallace Avenue.  It is a very tedious project and the contractor has to be careful with the way they 

proceed.  The goal is to have everything done by the end of October.  He didn’t want it to get to this 

point; he wanted it to be done before October.  He tried to impress upon the contractor that on 

Halloween the children cannot walk around with the streets sitting open.  If the weather stays good 

and they can get off the streets they are doing in other municipalities it will be done.  The schedule 

he provided is preliminary and he will be posting it on the township website.  The concrete 

contractor is doing a good job.  He has been staying late.  There were some days it was just too hot 

to pour concrete.   

 

Administrator Brook said the township tries to avoid paving on a Saturday.  In order to get this job 

done, Assistant Administrator Sahol scoped a couple Saturdays if the weather is good.  He tried to 

stay away from the Village because that would wreak havoc.  The goal is to be done and out before 

the end of October.  Going into November is not a good option for the township or the contractor.   

 

Assistant Administrator Sahol said Crisdel is the paving contractor for PSE&G.  They pretty much 

wrapped up all of the paving in town.  He spoke to them and asked them to do a seal and tack of all 

the cold joints so there isn’t any unraveling.  He was assured they will be sealing all of the joints 

where there was an existing road to a new hot road.  Once that is done they will be lining the 

crosswalks, parking areas and center lines wherever they were damaged, missing or faded.  There is 

a small amount of wrap-up work to be done around Progress Street and Fifth Street.  There is some 

curbing repair and elevation work needed at the corner.  The residents have been calling because 

they think there should be grass instantaneously.  He has tried to explain to them that they need to 

be patient.  It will be done and it is on the punchlist.   

 



Florence Township Council Regular Session 10/03/18 

 

Page 7 of 8 

 

Mr. Barrett has the contract for the paving of Potts Mill Road.  His concrete crew will be mobilizing 

to start the curbs and sidewalk forms and such.  He delivered noticed to the residents who could be 

impacted.  There is some on-street parking on some portions.  The township is looking forward to 

seeing that road take off.   

 

He said he and Mayor Wilkie met with the residents of Birch Hollow last week.  Primarily it was 

for some of their questions about the intersection improvements.  There were a lot of other things 

that they were allowed to discuss.  Some were traffic and safety concerns within their development.  

From there the township immediately addressed some of their concerns with regard to stopping, 

speeding and different things that were happening in the development.  The township engaged a 

contractor to put in center line striping and no passing zones all the way around the development.  It 

was done earlier in the week.  He said he does believe it is helping and the residents seem 

appreciative.   

 

Councilman Baldorossi said the sidewalks on the avenues that go up to the steps were ripped out 

Monday.  There are curb pins sticking up and it is dangerous.  There should be a cap over it.  

Assistant Administrator Sahol requested that Councilman Baldorossi forward him a copy of the 

picture he had taken of the area..  He will tell the engineer’s inspector to look and see if it should be 

done another way.  He will make sure it is taken care of. 

 

Councilman Sandusky asked about the property on Potts Mill Road and its progress.  Assistant 

Administrator Sahol said the outside security door was being installed that day.  The electrical 

inspection is scheduled for October 9.  The other final inspection is scheduled for October 10.  Once 

they pass, Engineer Biegen will be able to provide the recommendations as far as acceptance of all 

the work.  He already submitted to the county to receive the grant funds.  The check for the grant 

work has been received.  The rest is the township’s project.  The HVAC system is scheduled to be 

installed.  The gutters and soffits are on for the next two weeks.  At some point the engineer’s office 

will be working with contractors to get the final pricing to install the driveway and parking area for 

handicapped.  He doesn’t want that to happen until PSE&G puts in a gas service to the building.  

There was an oil tank that has been removed.  It will probably be two or three weeks before they 

can install the line.  It is a manner of timing, he hopes it will be done by the end of October.  

Council President Ostrander said he would like to see it when it is done.  All were in agreement that 

they would like to see it after.  Assistant Administrator Sahol said that would be fine and he looks 

forward to it. 

 

Division of Law 

Administrator Brook asked Solicitor Grant to provide an update concerning her recent appearance 

before Judge Harrington regarding the township’s Affordable Housing Plan.  Solicitor Grant said 

the hearing was Monday.  Last December was the preliminary hearing for the preliminary plan and 

that was approved.  Everything that was required was submitted and it received approval Monday 

with two minor conditions.  One is that the township has to enter into an agreement with MEND.  

That will be on an upcoming agenda.  Once that is done the township will report to the court that the 

condition was met.  The second condition was that the township needs a rental manual.  The 
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township’s COAH coordinator is working on that.  The township asked for sixty days, and once the 

conditions are met the township is covered until 2025. 

 

Old Business 

 

New Business 

 

Board of Health 

• Report received September 25, 2018 

It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Sandusky to receive and file the report.  All ayes. 

 

Public Comments: Open to the Public 

Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public.  Seeing no one wishing to be heard, 

it was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Sandusky to close the public comments.  All ayes.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

8:26 PM MOTION of Lovenduski; seconded by Sandusky to adjourn.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  

Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Nancy L. Erlston, RMC 

Township Clerk 

/aek  

 


