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         Florence, New Jersey 
         December 19, 2018 
 
The Florence Township Council held a regular meeting on the above date in the Municipal 
Complex, 711 Broad Street, Florence, New Jersey. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Council President Ostrander at 8:00 PM.  Council President 
Ostrander led the Salute to the Flag.   
 
The Opening Statement was read by the Township Clerk:  Notice was sent to the Trenton Times for 
information; posted on the municipal bulletin board; placed on the web-site on January 4, 2018. 
Notice was advertised in the Burlington Co. Times on January 10, 2018.  

Present: Frank Baldorossi, Ted Lovenduski, Jerry Sandusky, Dave Woolston, Paul Ostrander 
 
Also present: Mayor Craig H. Wilkie, Richard A. Brook, Township Administrator, Thomas Hastie, 
Esq., Township Solicitor; James Biegen, Township Engineer; Nancy L. Erlston, Township Clerk 
 
MINUTES 
Sandusky made a MOTION; seconded by Lovenduski to approve the following minutes. Voice vote 
– all ayes. Motion carried.  Unanimous approval. 
 

• Township Council Closed Session – December 12, 2018 
• Township Council Regular Session – December 5, 2018 

 
FINANCIAL CORRESPONDENCE 
It was the MOTION of Baldorossi, seconded by Woolston to receive and file the Tax Collector’s 
Monthly Tax Report and Water & Sewer Report for November 2018, the CFO’s Cash Report and 
Budget Report for November 2018.  Voice vote – all ayes. 
 
It was on the MOTION of Sandusky; seconded by Lovenduski to approve the Treasurer’s Bill 
List.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT:  None                                                                                                    Motion carried. 
 
REGULAR CORRESPONDENCE  
None at this time. 
 
APPLICATIONS 

A. Transient Merchant Application 
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Lena B. Johnson – Tropical Taste with Soul 
 

B. Purse Bingo, On-Premise 50/50 and On-Premise Merchandise Raffle 
Riverbank Charter School, 1300 Hornberger Avenue, Roebling, NJ 
February 23, 2019 from 6:00pm – 11:00pm 

 
It was the Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Woolston to approve the applications.  All ayes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Council President Ostrander opened the meeting to the public at this time.   
 
Don Kamienski, 10 McCay Drive, said he received a letter in the mail about a social media website.  
He asked if the township was aware of it and questioned if it was some kind of scam.  Mayor Wilkie 
said it was not something that was from the township.  Administrator Brook said if Mr. Kamienski 
provided a copy of the letter, he would check with the Police Department.  The township always 
advises people to be very cautious.   
 
David Bemiss, 17 Abrams Drive, said the state legislature is about to legalize recreational 
marijuana.  Some municipalities have created ordinances banning it.  He would like to see Florence 
Township do the same thing.   
 
Council President Ostrander thanked him for the feedback. 
 
It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Lovenduski to close the public portion of the meeting.  
All ayes.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-268 
Authorizing the Filing of Community Development 

Block Grant Application 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-269 
Waiving the Appointment of a Risk Management Consultant/ 

Insurance Producer and Indemnifying and Holding Harmless the 
Burlington County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund as a 

Result of and Claims Arising from Said Action 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-270 
Resolution of the Township of Florence, in the County of 

Burlington, New Jersey, Repealing Resolution No. 2018-191, 
Adopted on August 8, 2018 in its Entirety 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-271 
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Transferring Certain 2018 Budget Appropriations 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-272 
Authorizing the Township of Florence to Place a 

Municipal Lien on 17 Laurel Avenue for Failing to Address a 
Leaking Water Line & Public Hazard 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-273 

A Resolution Canceling Tax Overpayments Less Than $10.00 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-274 
Resolution to Cancel Current Appropriation Balances 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-275 

Approve Current Estimate No. 13 for Contract for 
Water Treatment Plant Upgrades 
To: MBE Mark III Electric, Inc. 

213 Main Street 
Madison, NJ 07940 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-276 

Approve Final Payment No. 5 for Contract for 
1042 Potts Mill Road Community Support Building Improvements 

To: Levy Construction Company, Inc. 
134 Cuthbert Blvd. 
Audubon, NJ 08106 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-277 

Resolution of the Township of Florence, in the County of Burlington, 
New Jersey, Approving a Redevelopment Agreement by and Between the 

Township and IPT Riverbridge Urban Renewal LLC, Related to the 
Undertaking of a Redevelopment Project on Block 156.01, Lot 90 

Within the Township  
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-278 
Authorizing the Township of Florence to Place Municipal 

Lien on Certain Property for Failing to Address 
Property Maintenance Violations 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2018-279 

Approve Partial Payment No. 1 for 
Potts Mill Road 

To: Richard T. Barrett Paving Co., Inc. 
400 Prospect Street 



Florence Township Council Regular Session 12/19/18 

 

Page 4 of 9 

 

Trenton, NJ 08618-2630 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-280 
Authorizing an Online Auction with 

Govdeals for Disposal of Municipal Property 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2018-281 
Deny Request for Maintenance Bond Release for 

Phase 3 Storm Sewer and Phase 3 Paving 
Pulte Homes, Estates at Oak Mill 

 
Council President Ostrander said Resolution No. 2018-272 was being pulled from the agenda 
because the individual in question paid all that was due. 
 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Sandusky to approve Resolution No. 2018-268 
through 2018-271 and Resolution No.s 2018-273 through Resolution No. 2018-281.  
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None                   Motion carried.   Unanimous approval. 
 
ORDINANCES 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-29 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE AMENDING 

THE FLORENCE TOWNSHIP ZONING DESIGNATION MAP TO REZONE 
LOTS 2, 3.01, 3.02 AND 3.03 IN BLOCK 121 FROM THE 

ZONING DISTRICT KNOWN AS AGR-AGRICULTURAL DISTRICT, 
REFERENCED IN ARTICLE XXXI OR CHAPTER 91 LAND USE 

TO THE ZONING DISTRICT KNOWN AS RA-LOW DENSITY 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, REFERENCED IN ARTICLE XXVII 

OF CHAPTER 91 LAND USE 
(2nd Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption) 

 
It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Baldorossi to open the meeting to the public 
regarding Ordinance No. 2018-29.  All ayes. 
 
Mayor Wilkie said for the public’s information, this ordinance deals with St. Nick’s Picnic 
Grove.  It will make the zoning for the area continuous.   
 
Seeing no one wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Woolston to 
close the public hearing.  All ayes. 
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It was the Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Woolston to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-29.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-30 
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE ADOPTING A 

REDEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR PARCELS OWNED BY 
BURLINGTON STORES WITHIN THE ROUTE 130 REDEVELOPMENT AREA 

(2nd Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption) 
 

It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Woolston to open the meeting to the public 
regarding Ordinance No. 2018-30.  All ayes. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Woolston 
to close the public hearing.  All ayes. 
 
It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Lovenduski to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-30.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-31 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE, IN THE COUNTY OF 

BURLINGTON, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF 
POLICE VEHICLES FOR THE TOWNSHIP, APPROPRIATING $160,000 

THEREFOR, AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $152,000 IN GENERAL 
IMPROVEMENT BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE 

THE SAME 
(2nd Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption) 

 
Administrator Brook said the way the vehicles are manufactured, from the time the order is 
placed to the time it is physically on the road can be up to six months.  Normally a bond 
ordinance would be done in 2019.  However, by placing the order in January, the vehicle 
will probably not be on the road until the end of the summer or early fall. 
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It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Lovenduski to open the meeting to the public 
regarding Ordinance No. 2018-31.  All ayes. 
 
Seeing no one wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Lovenduski 
to close the public hearing.  All ayes. 
 
It was the Motion of Baldorossi, seconded by Woolston to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-31.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-32 
FINANCIAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN IPT URBAN RENEWAL 

AND THE TOWNSHIP OF FLORENCE 
(2nd Reading) (Public Hearing & Adoption) 

 
Administrator Brook explained these are often referred to as PILOT Agreements, Payment 
In Lieu of Taxes.  The property owner continues to pay for the life of the agreement and 
even beyond that.  They pay the full property taxes for the land.  The adjustment is on the 
taxes that are paid with respect to the building.  At a minimum, this property will bring in 
over $9 million in overall revenue in taxes to the property under the PILOT.  The property 
owner knows that the township would like to take the railroad tracks that run from West 
Front Street to Spruce Street out and create a walkway/bikeway path.  They have agreed to 
contribute up to $375,000 and do the work.  They will begin to remove the ties and rail lines 
starting at West Front as far as the funds will go.  The biggest cost is the manpower and the 
disposal of the ties.  This will jump start the township process for creating the path.  The 
Township Engineer has submitted an application to the state for a Rails to Trails Grant.  The 
goal is to have the project completed by the fall or early winter of 2020.  The township 
appreciates the developer stepping up and contributing to the community.  He anticipates 
they will become even more involved in the community as the years go by.        
 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Sandusky to open the meeting to the public 
regarding Ordinance No. 2018-32.  All ayes. 
 
Mr. Kamienski asked if this was the property on the left or right.  He was told it is the parcel 
on the land side, not the river side.  Mayor Wilkie reviewed the history of the property.  He 
noted the township would be acquiring parcels of the property that it has been using for 
many years.     
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Seeing no one else wishing to be heard, it was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by 
Lovenduski to close the public hearing.  All ayes. 
 
It was the Motion of Lovenduski, seconded by Baldorossi to adopt Ordinance No. 2018-32.   
 
Upon roll call, Council voted as follows: 
YEAS:  Baldorossi, Lovenduski, Sandusky, Woolston, Ostrander 
NOES:  None 
ABSENT: None 

 
REPORTS 
Committees, Boards and Officers:  
Councilman Baldorossi said he would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy and 
safe New Year. 
 
Council President Ostrander said he wanted to thank his fellow councilmen for the opportunity to 
serve as President this year.  It has been a really rewarding experience.  He appreciates when 
members of the public attend and ask questions.  It provides debate and gives good feedback.   
 
Administration   
Mayor 
Mayor Wilkie said Solicitor Hastie was at the meeting this evening because Kelly Grant is out on 
maternity leave.   
 
He said the township has a letter that it sends to new residents or those who purchase a home in the 
township.  Every once in a while, there is a response from someone who receives it.  This year, 
there was a nice Christmas card from a resident that said they moved to town a couple months ago 
and were touched to receive the welcome letter.   
 
This past Saturday he was fortunate enough to attend a book signing at the Roebling Museum.  Lou 
Borbi, who taught at the Roebling School for thirty years, wrote a book about the Village of 
Roebling.  Mr. Borbi said in the book that he decided as a young teacher in the early 60’s it was 
important to preserve the history and he began then taking notes.  The book provided wonderful 
details about the history of Roebling.  There were many people from the community in attendance 
at the signing.   
 
Mayor Wilkie said the next council meeting is going to be January 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m.   
 
He wished everyone a Merry Christmas and happy holidays. 
 
He reminded everyone that the annual slideshow will be shown at the next meeting.  It is a review 
of the previous year and a look at some things the township hopes for in the upcoming year.   
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He discussed some of the revenue of the past year.  The revenue exceeds what the appropriations 
were.  This means the township will not be in the red at this point in time.  The expenditures cannot 
exceed the revenues.  Not all the revenues are where the township would like them to be, and that 
could change by the end of the month.  The township thinks outside of the box for sources of 
alternative revenue, especially in the Water & Sewer Utility.  One example is accepting the sludge 
from the landfill.  It is this type of revenue that keeps the utility balanced.  This is necessary, 
especially when you consider ReadyPac represents thirty percent of the Water & Sewer rolls.  
ReadyPac had a bad year because of the lettuce problems recently.   
 
Mayor Wilkie said he is honored that he is now on the Board of Directors of the New Jersey League 
of Municipalities.  He said he was given an update at the last meeting regarding the subject of 
recreational marijuana.  It is on the fast track, but the state is still not sure what it wants to do.  
There is a possibility that a municipality could levy a two percent tax, which the state would collect 
and then give to the municipality.  The League has recommended a five percent levy.  He said the 
township is going to wait and see what happens before it proposes local legislation.   
 
A law was recently passed banning smoking at public parks.  It is mainly for beaches, but the 
township isn’t sure if it will also apply to our local parks.  The township will need to find out. 
 
Council was provided with a report from Martin Eckert, the Recreation Coordinator, regarding the 
carnival.  The Roebling Museum should receive some payment for the use of the grounds for their 
help with the event.  He asked Mr. Eckert to provide some numbers.  The carnival costs the 
township at least $6,000.00.  The township has taken on more of the responsibility of the carnival.  
That means the other organizations are able to see more of a profit.  The payment to the museum 
will depend on how much of a profit the carnival realizes.  The township is taking the lead and is 
the point of contact for the event, but the other organizations need to participate.  He suggested the 
township not get involved with the progressive 50/50 raffle.  The museum has a license and if they 
want to hold it and work with other organizations it is up to them.  Regarding the games of chance, 
the Civic Association works with various groups but the township cannot assist because it does not 
have a license.  In the days of the Holy Assumption Carnival, people didn’t just come for the rides.  
They came for the bacon bread, clams, the entertainment, fireworks and local attractions.  Getting 
local food vendors is currently being organized.  The contract for the carnival will be approved in 
January.  It is the same company.  This past year was the most successful.  Last year he was 
disappointed in the food, there wasn’t the local vendor presence he was hoping for and he doesn’t 
think people realized there were local vendors there.  He hopes it is done differently this year.  He 
wished everyone Happy Holidays.                
 
Municipal Administrator 
Administrator Brook said there is a Council meeting scheduled for March 20th.  The next night there 
is a seminar for the Mayor and Council that they are required to attend.  It is a seminar presented by 
the Joint Insurance Fund every year.  It deals with employment practices, liability, cyber liability, 
public official’s responsibilities, and more.  It is a good opportunity.  The township receives a 
discount on its insurance for attendance.  Usually the meeting the night before is cancelled.  He 
asked if Council would like to cancel the meeting.   
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It was the Motion of Sandusky, seconded by Lovenduski to cancel the March 20, 2019 meeting.  All 
ayes. 
 
Assistant Municipal Administrator 
 
Division of Law 
 
Division of Engineering 
Engineer Biegen said the weather next week is supposed to be warmer.  The contractors who have 
done work in the township will be back to complete the punchlist items. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
New Business 
 
Board of Health 
 
Public Comments: Open to the Public 
Motion was made by Lovenduski, seconded to Woolston to open the meeting to the public at this 
time.   
 
Joe Bordas, 850 Wallace Avenue, said he is a trustee of St. Nick’s Church.  He thanked Council for 
moving along with making the zoning of the picnic grove consistent. 
 
It was the Motion of Woolston, seconded by Lovenduski to close the public comments.  All ayes. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
8:22 PM MOTION of Sandusky; seconded by Lovenduski to adjourn.  Roll call vote – all ayes.  
Motion carried.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Nancy L. Erlston, RMC 
Township Clerk 
/aek  
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